
TALBOT COUNTY, MARYLAND 

BOARD OF LIQUOR LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 

Minutes of Public Meeting 

March 23, 2020 

The virtual meeting of the Talbot County Board of Liquor License Commissioners was called to 

order at 10:08 a.m. on Monday, March 23, 2020. Present were Chairman Gary Royer, 

Commissioner John M. Gottschalk, Commissioner William Rolle, Jr., and Board Secretary, 

Patricia Finneyfrock and Assistant County Attorney, Mary O’Donnell.   The meeting was open 

to the public for comment via webcam access.   

OLD BUSINESS 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Rolle, seconded by Commissioner Gottschalk, the Board 

voted to unanimously approve the minutes from February 24, 2020. 

NEW BUSINESS  

 Back Porch, LLC d/b/a Corah’s Corner – Application for Class F-A Liquor 

License 

105 N. Talbot Street 

St. Michaels, MD  21663 
 

All those in attendance to testify in the matter were sworn in, (Derek Dombrowski and Elijah 

Ardison). 

 

Opening statements were given by Derek Dombrowski as to the company’s business plan and the 

intent of the principals.  Mr. Dombrowski testified as to the estimated target date for the 

restaurant opening, his business experience and that of Mr. Ardison, staff, compliance with 

liquor ordinance and the remaining open items, e.g., State Fire Marshall’s and Environmental 

Health Department’s final compliance check when the renovation work was finished.   

Discussion followed regarding management practices concerning compliance with the liquor 

ordinance, TIPs certification, and understanding of the associated responsibilities and liabilities 

by a license holder and owner of a business.  Commissioner Gottschalk noted that item #11 on 

the application had not been answered (Do you or the entity applying for the license hold or ever 

held a license for the sale of alcoholic beverages and, if so, in what state and at what location?).  

The applicants requested to amend their application to note the answer was “No.”  

There being no further discussion the following motion was made: 

- Motion made by Commissioner Gottschalk, seconded by Commissioner Rolle, Jr., 

to approve the Application for a Class F-A License, pending the Board’s receipt 

of the all final inspection reports and associated license fees. Motion passed 

unanimously. 
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 Rude BBQ, LLC d/b/a Rude BBQ– Application for Class B Liquor License 

216 E. Dover Street 

Easton, MD  21601 

 

All those in attendance to testify in the matter were sworn in, (Business Owner, Tim Cureton). 

 

Opening statements were given by Tim Cureton as to the company’s business plan and the intent 

of its principal.  Mr. Cureton then testified as to the estimated target date for the restaurant 

opening, his experience in the business, the business model, and his intent for business 

operations. 

As Mr. Cureton had recently appeared before the Board seeking a liquor license for Rude 

Burger, LLC, the Board waived discussion regarding management practices concerning 

compliance with the liquor ordinance, TIPs certification, and understanding of the associated 

responsibilities and liabilities by a license holder and owner of a business as Mr. Cureton was 

fully aware of those items from his recent appearance before the Board.  He further noted that 

there was no bulk transfer as there was not alcohol inventory involved lending to no permit 

required from the Comptroller’s Office. 

There being no further discussion the following motion was made: 

- Motion made by Commissioner Gottschalk, seconded by Commissioner Rolle, Jr., 

to approve the Application for a Class B License, pending the Board’s receipt of 

the all final inspection reports, a copy of their business license, and associated 

license fees. Motion passed unanimously. 

 Rumor Mill 209, LLC d/b/a Hammy’s Hideout– Application for Class F-A 

and a Class B-R Liquor License 

209 S. Talbot Street 

St. Michaels, MD  21663 

All those in attendance to testify in the matter were sworn in, (Business Owner, Chris Agharabi). 

 

Opening statements were given by Chris Agharabi.  Mr. Agharabi testified that he would 

formally like to withdraw his application for the B-R liquor license as the market test did not 

support the issuance of any new B-R liquor licenses at this time and proceed with the application 

for the class F-A liquor license.   

He went on to testify as to the company’s business plan and the intent of its principal.  Mr. 

Agharabi then testified as to the estimated target date for the restaurant opening, his experience 

in the business, the business model, and his intent for business operations. 

There being no further discussion the following motion was made: 

- Motion made by Commissioner Gottschalk, seconded by Commissioner Rolle, Jr., 

to approve the Application for a Class B License, pending the Board’s receipt of 

the all final inspection reports, a copy of their business license, and associated 

license fees. Motion passed unanimously. 
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NEW BUSINESS  

1. The Board discussed the Governor’s Executive Order allowing certain restaurants, bars, 
breweries, wineries, distilleries and other entities holding a state or local license to 
manufacture or sell alcoholic beverages to offer beer, wine or liquor for carryout or 
delivery during the length of the declared state of emergency. 
 

2. Breweries.  Ms. O’Donnell informed the Board that the County Council is considering 

legislation to establish a new class of liquor license to permit on-site consumption for 

breweries that hold a State issued Class 5 manufacturing license. The Council sent a letter 

to the Liquor Board asking the Board Members to issue a “temporary License” for any 

licensed Class 5 brewery that is already operating pending passage of the Brewery On-

Premises Permit Bill ordinance before the County Council.   Ms. O ‘Donnell noted that 

the Board had the authority to issue a conditional license to Eastern Shore Brewing while 

the County Council considered adding a new class of license pending the Board’s receipt 

of an application.   Chairman Royer noted that the Board can issue conditional approval 

when requirements come before them as addressed by the County Council. 

 

There being no further discussion the following motion was made: 

- Motion made by Commissioner Gottschalk, seconded by Commissioner 

Rolle, Jr., that effective today, March 23, 2020, the Board will institute a 

process for considering applications for a newly approved Class 5 

Brewery on premise permit.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

Bobbi Parlett, owner of Simpatico in St. Michaels inquired as to whether or not a holder of a 

Class B License would be able to temporarily ship wine within the state and be able to sell 

curbside given the Governor’s Emergency Declaration.  Chairman Royer responded that it was 

not in the Board’s purview and that the Comptroller’s Office could be contacted for a 

determination.   

Mary O’Donnell, Assistant County Attorney advised that if Ms. Parlett wanted to be approved 

for home delivery to submit a letter of request to the Board for consideration. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING:  March 23, 2020 

ADJOURNMENT  

There being no further business to discuss, the Board moved to adjourn.  

 

- Upon Motion by Commissioner Rolle, Jr., seconded by Commissioner 

Gottschalk, there being no further business to discuss, the Board voted 

unanimously to close the meeting at 10:54 a.m. 
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