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1              TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

2           MR. PACK:  Okay.  Good evening, everyone.

3      If you wouldn't mind standing with us and

4      Mr. Lesher is going to lead us in the opening

5      prayer followed by the pledge of allegiance.

6           (Prayer and pledge of allegiance.)

7           MR. PACK:  Thank you.  Welcome, everyone.

8      Thanks for coming out with us.  We do have one

9      change to the agenda.  One of the public

10      hearings that we have scheduled for this

11      evening on Bill 1442 will be postponed this

12      evening.  That public hearing will be picked up

13      on the 25th of this month.  So Bill 1442 will

14      be heard at a public hearing on the 25th of

15      this month.  Council has the agenda in front of

16      it.  Are there any additions, deletions or

17      correction to the agenda.

18           MR. LESHER:  Mr. Pack, I have one item to

19      add under the County Manager's report.  The

20      USDA reconnect grant with Easton Utilities.

21      And I have one item to remove under the County
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1      Manager's report which is a request to submit a

2      grant application to the Maryland Department of

3      Natural Resources, FY 20/21 Chesapeake and

4      Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust Fund.

5           MR. PACK:  Okay.  So you're adding one and

6      you're removing one.  Any objections.  Are

7      there any additional deletions or corrections

8      to the agenda.  Hearing none, the Chair moves

9      that the agenda be accepted as amended.

10      Second, Council, you have minutes from your

11      January the 14th meeting.  You had a chance to

12      review those minutes.  Are there any additions,

13      deletions or corrections to those minutes.

14      Hearing none, the Chair moves that those

15      minutes be accepted with unanimous consent.

16      Moving on, you have disbursements from

17      February 4th and February 11th.  We had a

18      chance to go through those, speak to Ms. Lane,

19      our fiscal officer.  Do we have any additions,

20      deletions or corrections to those

21      disbursements?  Hearing none, the Chair moves
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1      that they also be accepted with unanimous

2      consent.  Thank you.  Next item on your agenda,

3      Council, you have a Proclamation for American

4      Heart Month, February of 2020.  We have with us

5      Mr. Clay Stamp, director of emergency services

6      and assistant County Manager.  Clay, good to

7      see.

8           CLAY STAMP:  Good to see you, Mr. Council

9      President and members of the Council.  I've

10      invited Gary Jones from the Talbot County

11      Paramedic Foundation, and Greg Fries is our

12      special program paramedic up with me.  As well

13      as Doctor Jeff Etherton, who heads the

14      interventional cardiology operation at Shore

15      Regional Health and a good friend many of us

16      here in Talbot County.  Mr. Council President,

17      I can't believe a year has gone by already.

18      This is something we do annually.  It's

19      something that's important to Talbot County.

20      We recognize the importance of life saving

21      efforts early when somebody suffers cardiac

Page 5

1      arrest.  And since it's National Heart Month, I

2      know you have a proclamation you want to read,

3      I just wanted to highlight the vast partnership

4      that we have in this County to make sure that

5      we're prepared to engage in early intervention

6      when somebody has a heart attack or goes into

7      cardiac arrest, because the data shows very

8      clearly that early bystander CPR and the use of

9      automated external defibrillators coupled with

10      quick advance life support and deliver a

11      patient to definitive treatment that an

12      interventional cardiology facility saves lives.

13      So what I would like to do is pitch it over

14      real quick to Gary Jones who is here on behalf

15      of the Paramedic Foundation to talk just

16      quickly about some of the history in Talbot

17      County with the partnership.

18           GARY JONES:  Thank you once again for

19      inviting me to speak before you.  As Clay

20      indicated, these events are often called chains

21      of survival, and they really truly are linked

2 (Pages 2 - 5)

Veritext Legal Solutions
202-803-8830 -- 410-494-8300



Talbot County Council Meeting February 11, 2020

Page 6

1      together in the sense that in order to survive

2      a heart attack, it's very important that you

3      have bystanders trained in CPR.  A number of

4      efforts have taken place for bystander CPR

5      training over the years and we'll have it again

6      this year.  The other is the early recognition

7      of the need to defibrillate the heart muscle.

8      And that is instead of beating the way it

9      should, it's quivering and fibrillating.  And

10      so the AED devices that have been deployed

11      throughout the County are the first line in

12      order for that to happen.  Bystanders and

13      people trained in CPR are also trained on AED

14      devices, how to apply the device, trigger the

15      device, and how to bring about life saving

16      reversal of fibrillation to a more viable

17      rhythm.  All of that is extremely important in

18      the chain of survival, and then hands off to

19      the paramedic services and transport to a

20      cardiac interventional center.

21           CLAY STAMP:  That's a good segway into
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1      Greg Fries who is going it share that we have an

2      opportunity this month to offer training to the

3      public.

4           GREG FRIES:  So we'll be having our CPR

5      marathon, and that's at the community center on

6      February 25th.  And it's free CPR training.

7      It's not certification.  It's a friends and

8      family course.  And it starts at 9:00 a.m. and

9      is through 6:00 p.m.  Each course is about 75

10      minutes.

11           CLAY STAMP:  So we certainly encourage the

12      public to come out to that training.  The more

13      we train the better off we are.  And if you can

14      continue to bear with me, I know you have a

15      busy schedule, but Doctor Etherton is here on

16      behalf of Shore Regional Health and certainly

17      if you have anything to say.

18           DOCTOR ETHERTON:  Yeah, I would just like

19      to say that the incredible cooperation of the

20      EMS team here in Talbot County and the team

21      that Gary has helped us to put together at
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1      Shore Regional Health Easton has continued to

2      provide this care and save lives.  We, again,

3      this last fiscal year took care of over 200

4      individuals who were suffering a major heart

5      attack.  And the work we do, there is no way we

6      could do it without this incredible team.  So I

7      really appreciate all the hard work they have

8      done.  And we hope to continue to build our

9      program and continue to do what we're doing.

10      Thanks.

11           MR. PACK:  I have a question, Mr. Stamp,

12      to step back.  The CPR marathon, two questions.

13      We've been doing this for a number of years,

14      what year is this for the marathon.

15           CLAY STAMP:  I believe this may be our

16      sixth year.  And we have trained hundreds of

17      people every year in CPR.  It's been a success

18      and it's a partnership, even with the Chamber

19      of Commerce and other civic organizations that

20      support that sending individuals for training.

21      It's a real success.
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1           MR. PACK:  Do those persons just show up

2      or do they have to reregister.

3           GARY JONES:  There is registration

4      available online but they can also call the

5      office.

6           MR. PACK:  Want to give us the contact

7      information for registration.

8           CLAY STAMP:  So that would be either call

9      (443)770-8160 or you can sign up on online by

10      contacting TalbotDES.org.

11           MR. PACK:  TalbotDES.org.

12           CLAY STAMP:  Yes.  I want to highlight two

13      other groups real quick.  One is Team Trace.

14      We have Matt Spedin here and Derek Jans.  Do

15      you want to just speak, stand up where you are

16      and tell us what you did for us because it's

17      wonderful.

18           MR. PACK:  Mr. Stamp, can you bring them

19      up.  It's that microphone will not carry back

20      there and it's horrible for the listeners at

21      home.  Team Trace.
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1           MATT SPEDIN:  Yes.

2           MR. PACK:  Have a seat.

3           MATT SPEDIN:  Thank you, Council, I

4      appreciate it.  So this year was our

5      eighth year, we do a benefit, a heart to heart

6      dinner if you will, which is a dinner pairing,

7      an auction.  We've been, again, I said for

8      eight years we have been doing this.  We have

9      donated over $300,000 to Children's Hospital

10      for direct research.  We actually -- a lot of

11      it goes to a research assistant for one of the

12      doctors there, Doctor Gruel, to help develop a

13      catheter that can go into a child's chest.  As

14      an adult it's pretty big.  A child you're

15      working on something smaller.  So it's been

16      really exciting for us to see that project go.

17      We're getting really close with the FDA I think

18      on that.  And last year we made an initiative

19      to donate $25,000 towards the placement of

20      AED's around sports fields and schools within

21      Talbot County.  And we have been very happy
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1      with our collaboration with Talbot ES.  It's

2      been great thus far and we look forward to a

3      continued relationship, we're going to keep

4      going.

5           MR. PACK:  Let me say first of all, thank

6      you very much on all the work you're doing,

7      getting those AED's devices out to recreational

8      ball fields and recreational buildings.  It's

9      very, very important as you know.

10           MATT SPEDIN:  Yes.

11           MR. PACK:  We were at a dinner the other

12      night with that young lady standing right there

13      regarding the ag center, so I guess we're going

14      to hear from her shortly.  But, again, thanks

15      so much for what you're doing.  We just can't

16      underscore the importance of getting those

17      devices into the hands of citizens so that they

18      can get the person revived and get them off to

19      see Doctor Etherton to save their life.

20           MATT SPEDIN:  We'll remember him.  I'll

21      make sure you all get an invitation to next
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1      years dinner.

2           MR. PACK:  Please do.  Thank you.

3           CLAY STAMP:  Mr. Council President,

4      finally we do have Karli Abbott here.  And this

5      just shows that the younger generation is

6      involved as well.  You love her energy when you

7      hear her and we need more Karli's out there.  I

8      wanted her to take a moment.

9           MR. PACK:  We heard her presentation the

10      other night.  Karli, good to see you again.

11           KARLI ABBOTT:  Good to see you too.  So my

12      name is Karli Abbott.  I've been a 4-Her for

13      nine years.  I'm a member of the Talbot County

14      4-H, the Ambassador program, the Council, and

15      also Green Clovers 4-H club.  I'm also a member

16      of the Caroline County Rifle Club.  So one of

17      the big things that we do is a diamond clover

18      project.  There are different levels.  The last

19      level is the equivalent of the Eagle Scout

20      award for Boy Scouts.  It's a big service

21      project you have to complete and you have to
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1      submit a project report into the State board.

2      My project I decided I wanted to do buy an AED

3      for the Talbot Agriculture and Education

4      Center.  It's where we have the Talbot County

5      Fair.  It's a big source of revenue, there is a

6      lot of people that come in and out, and there's

7      a lot of big County events as well as smaller

8      events held there.  So I wanted to start there.

9      I started just trying to raise money through

10      public speaking.  I made a quilt pattern with

11      my great grandmother's help.  We started

12      selling that.  Then it turned into actually

13      that we purchased another AED for the Talbot

14      Extension Office, my bad.  It's where the 4-H

15      soil and conservation center as well as the 4-H

16      extension is held.  And we have annual meetings

17      there.  So that was a big stepping point to

18      that.  I just recently sent in a check for

19      $5,200 to the Talbot -- shoot.

20           MR. PACK:  Take your time.

21           KARLI ABBOTT:  911 center.  But, sorry, I
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1      want to try to hurry this up.

2           MR. PACK:  Take your time, Karli.

3           KARLI ABBOTT:  Just recently sent them a

4      check, so hopefully we're going to keep raising

5      money for this project and I'm looking forward

6      to keeping it going and keep raising money for

7      this.

8           MR. PACK:  Again, we heard your

9      presentation the other night and

10      congratulations on all -- you're a very busy

11      young lady.  Plus you're in NROTC color guard.

12      You didn't even mention that.  So you do a lot.

13      Congratulations, Karli.  Thank you for all that

14      you're doing for the citizens of Talbot County.

15      We certainly appreciate it.  We need more young

16      people like yourself.  Anything else from

17      Council.

18           CLAY STAMP:  Thank you, Karli.  And just

19      to finish it up before the proclamation is read

20      and we have a photo opportunity.

21           MR. PACK:  Karli, don't leave, please.
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1           CLAY STAMP:  Just wanted to recognize a

2      couple other people in the audience.  We do

3      from Talbot DES, Karli's mother, Carrie

4      Diefenderfer.  We actually have the Chief of

5      Trappe Volunteer Fire Company, who is here

6      tonight for another reason, but he's also on

7      the Trappe Town Council.  But he's here as

8      well.

9           MR. PACK:  I see Nick there.

10           CLAY STAMP:  And we work closely with the

11      fire service.  We have R.D. Diefenderfer with

12      DES as well.  What I would like to do is again

13      thank everybody for this partnership.  I mean

14      it's clear that the leadership of this County

15      Council and the previous County Council has

16      been extraordinary.  And it is, and you all get

17      it, it's about saving lives.  When you take it

18      seriously and you support it from a policy

19      level, and there is a lot of people out here

20      that appreciate it and I'm sure there's a lot

21      of people out in the audience that appreciate
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1      it as well.  Just a correction from earlier,

2      the phone number, is (410)770-8160.  And,

3      again, the web site is TalbotDES.org to

4      register for the CPR marathon.

5           MR. PACK:  Please go on that web site and

6      register for the marathon.  It's a great

7      activity.  The sixth year.  And that's going to

8      be at the community center, again, Mr. Price.

9      Thank you.  Mr. Jones, thank you very much for

10      all you're doing as well.  Certainty appreciate

11      it.  Madam Secretary, we do have a

12      proclamation, if I could ask you to read it.

13           SECRETARY:  American Heart Month,

14      February 2020.  Whereas heart disease, which

15      includes heart attacks, stroke and other

16      cardiovascular diseases, is the leading cause

17      of death of an estimated 840,768 Americans each

18      year, affecting both men and women of all

19      economic and ethnic backgrounds; and whereas

20      although genetic factors play a role in many

21      instances of cardiovascular disease, one of the
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1      nations most costly and widespread health

2      problems, it's also one of the most preventable

3      diseases when each individual takes

4      responsibility for his or her own health and

5      the health of our children by exercising

6      regularly, maintaining a healthy weight, eating

7      balanced and nutritious meals, avoiding use of

8      tobacco, using alcohol in moderation, and

9      working with a health care provider to prevent

10      or treat conditions which can lead to heart

11      disease; and whereas as families and

12      communities we can encourage healthy eating

13      habits, promote increased physical activity to

14      help reduce risk factors and prevent heart

15      disease, and train to perform life saving

16      cardiopulmonary resuscitation, CPR; and whereas

17      a lethal complication that can develop while

18      having a heart attack is sudden cardiac arrest,

19      which is a leading cause of death, claiming

20      nearly 356,000 lives each either, during a

21      sudden cardiac arrest heart function ceases
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1      abruptly and without warning.  When this

2      occurs, the heart it no longer able to pump

3      blood to the rest of the body and in some 90%

4      of victims death occurs; and whereas once a

5      cardiac arrest occurs, CPR and defibrillation

6      are required within the first several minutes

7      to restore electrical activity to the heart and

8      to provide the heart’s pumping function, and the

9      availability of automated external

10      defibrillators, AED's, is critical for rapid

11      response to cardiac arrest; and whereas the

12      Talbot County Department of Emergency Services,

13      in partnership with the Talbot County Paramedic

14      Foundation, the Talbot County Volunteer Fire

15      and Rescue Association, the Maryland Institute

16      for Emergency Medical Services, and the

17      University of Maryland Shore Regional Health

18      coordinates a comprehensive County-wide approach

19      to addressing cardiac care through public

20      education and state of the art life saving

21      services.  Now therefore we, the County Council
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1      of Talbot County, do hereby proclaim

2      February 2020 as American Heart Month in Talbot

3      County and urge all citizens to support the

4      American Heart Association's initiatives toward

5      healthier lifestyles and increased physical

6      activity and to receive life-saving CPR

7      training as an investment in our community and

8      its residents to help eradicate the risk of this

9      deadly disease, both for today and for the

10      future.  Given under our hands and the Great

11      Seal of Talbot County on this 11th day of

12      February in the year of our Lord, 2020.

13           MR. PACK:  Thank you very much, Madam

14      Secretary.  The Chair will entertain a motion

15      at this time.

16           MS. PRICE:  So moved.

17           MR. CALLAHAN:  Second.

18           MR. PACK:  Moved by Ms. Price, second by

19      Mr. Callahan.  Any further discussion on the

20      proclamation.  Hearing none, Madam Secretary,

21      please call your roll.
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1           SECRETARY:  Mr. Pack.

2           MR. PACK:  Aye.

3           SECRETARY:  Mr. Divilio.

4           MR. DIVILIO:  Aye.

5           SECRETARY:  Mr. Callahan.

6           MR. CALLAHAN:  Aye.

7           SECRETARY:  Ms. Price.

8           MS. PRICE:  Aye.

9           SECRETARY:  Mr. Lesher.

10           MR. LESHER:  Aye.

11           MR. PACK:  We don't have a physician or a

12      doctor on the Council but we have the son of a

13      doctor, so I'm going to pass it on to Mr.

14      Divilio to make a presentation if you wouldn't

15      mind.  Mr. Stamp, Karli, come on down.

16           CLAY STAMP:  All of our partners please

17      come forward for a photo opportunity.

18           MR. DIVILIO:  On behalf of Talbot County I

19      want to thank all of you for all of your

20      efforts of keeping us safe and alive.  And

21      hopefully we get more of those AED's around
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1      Talbot County.  I know a lot of different

2      organizations have bought some for different

3      clubs and activities, so we're very fortunate

4      that there is individuals like you who are

5      raising money to do this.  So thank you very

6      much for keeping us safe.  Thank you guys.

7           MR. PACK:  Council, the next item on your

8      agenda is the 100th Anniversary of the League

9      of Women Voters of the United States.  Madam

10      Secretary, I don't have a presenter here for

11      this, the League of Women Voters of United

12      States.

13           SECRETARY:  Lorraine Claggett, I believe.

14           MR. PACK:  Ms. Claggett, you want to come

15      forward and whoever you have with you come on

16      forward to the table.  And if you wouldn't mind

17      introducing yourself to Council.  Right there

18      at the table would be fine.

19           LORRAINE CLAGGETT:  Good evening, members

20      of the County Council.  I have with me Mary

21      Beth Gall and Jean Halpin, members of the
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1      League of Women Voters.  We now call ourselves

2      Mid-Shore.  We actually represent Caroline --

3           MR. PACK:  You might want to let go of the

4      mic.

5          LORRAINE CLAGGETT:  Caroline and

6      Dorchester.  And we thank you very much for

7      recognizing us here in Talbot.  I wasn't really

8      prepared to make a speech but I will say it's

9      been a great 100 years and we have come, you

10      might agree with us, a long way.  And it's been

11      hard work but what here in Talbot we can

12      appreciative of the fact we have an easy

13      opportunity to vote, that we encourage your

14      citizens, make it convenient for them to go to

15      the polls, get registered.  And I hope that we

16      could somehow increase a little bit of the

17      percentage of all of us who vote who are

18      registered.  And I am appreciative of the fact

19      that in the past the members I see before me

20      have been part of candidate forums that the

21      League has wanted to have so that voters can
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1      become informed about people they are voting

2      for, get to meet you, get to hear you talk a

3      little.  That has been main project over the

4      years along with voter information service that

5      is on the Internet now.  Used to be -- still is

6      in a voter sky, nice magazine you unfold at the

7      time of going to the poll.  I make a plug for

8      the online voter’s guide just dot 411 is the

9      address.  411.

10           BETH GALL:  Vote411.

11           LORRAINE CLAGGETT:  Vote411.

12           MR. PACK:  Vote411.org.

13           LORRAINE CLAGGETT:  I had something else to

14      say.  Oh, I was going to tell you that another

15      thing the League is pleased about, we share a

16      birthday with Talbot's most prominent citizen,

17      Frederick Douglass.

18           MR. LESHER:  Would that be February 14th.

19           LORRAINE CLAGGETT:  We had an actual

20      birthday on February 14th.

21           MR. LESHER:  The other one, he wasn't sure
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1      it was his birthday.

2           LORRAINE CLAGGETT:  He chose it.  And I

3      think we did the same thing.

4           MR. LESHER:  And for clarity, we're

5      talking about Talbot County's favorite son

6      Frederick Douglass.

7           LORRAINE CLAGGETT:  Favorite son.  Well, I

8      said famous person but I believe that as well

9      in these days.  And it's been wonderful over

10      the years to meet you all and work with you

11      all, because we don't work in a partisan

12      manner, we have none of that behind us.  And

13      we're happy to have representation of the

14      people, all people, not just one way.  And it's

15      always been a good mix of parties and working

16      with parties.  Another thing I wanted to also

17      compliment, our County Council for, is your

18      transparency, your openness, such as the

19      budget.  We can pursue your budget and

20      understand how it works.  You're willing to try

21      to balance that budget, make us healthy
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1      fiscally.  And about 15 years ago we worked

2      really hard with you all to develop a

3      comprehensive plan and that has been sort of

4      dear to our hearts ever since.  And that you

5      have been diligent in upgrading that

6      comprehensive plan, keeping it up-to-date and

7      letting us in on it, letting us near your

8      deliberations.  And I think it's made Talbot a

9      healthy environmental place.  That's kind of

10      one of our projects, the environment.  We have

11      a project that you all go greenhouse gas free.

12      We don't -- can do away with organic heating

13      sources and become sustainable without

14      polluting our atmosphere.  We're hoping that

15      the Council will take a lead in getting Talbot

16      free of polluting energy sources.  That's one

17      of the main -- one of the -- we have positions,

18      even though we don't sponsor candidates at all

19      in any way, but we do have positions and we

20      hope to County here's them (inaudible).  Thank

21      you very much.
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1           MR. PACK:  Well, thank you.  Is there

2      anything special you're planning for your 100th

3      anniversary this year, a big cake or anything.

4           LORRAINE CLAGGETT:  We're going to have a

5      party on the 14th.  You can all come.  It will

6      be at the Common Room at the Third Haven

7      Friends Meeting House where we all have enough

8      room to have a meeting.  So come on.  We will

9      come.

10           MR. PACK:  Party on the 14th.  Is there a

11      time for that party that we can show up.

12           LORRAINE CLAGGETT:  It's at noon.

13           MR. PACK:  It's at noon.  Noon on the

14      14th.

15           LORRAINE CLAGGETT:  What are the hours.

16      12:30.  I'm going at noon, you all come at

17      12:30.

18           MR. PACK:  Ladies, thank you for very much

19      for the League of Women Voters and what you do

20      over the years.  I've taken part in your forums

21      over the years, as many members of the Council
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1      have taken part in your forums.  You're

2      absolutely, you're always very fair and very

3      nonpartisan in your approach to making sure

4      that the citizens get the information, get to

5      know the candidates.  So we thank you for that

6      and appreciate you for what you do and

7      hopefully for another 100 years of service in

8      the Mid-Shore area.  With that being said, if

9      there's no further comment from Council, Madam

10      Secretary, you do have a proclamation.

11           SECRETARY:  Yes.  Proclamation, League of

12      Women Voters of the Mid-Shore, celebrating the

13      100th Anniversary of the League of Women Voters

14      of the United States.  Whereas the League of

15      Women Voters of founded in 1920 as a, quote,

16      mighty political experiment, end quote, by the

17      four mothers of the suffrages movement at the

18      National American Women's Suffrage Association;

19      and whereas their goal was to help the

20      20 million women who were granted the right to

21      vote by the 19th Amendment understand and carry
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1      out their new responsibilities as voters; and

2      whereas with the success of this effort and the

3      tireless efforts over the last 100 years to

4      strengthen and uphold its mission to empower

5      voters and defend democracy, the League has

6      become a trusted, nonpartisan grass roots

7      organization; and whereas a League has sponsored

8      legislation and fought in the courts to protect

9      and strengthen voting rights and access and for

10      free and fair elections, civil rights,

11      children, community health and education; and

12      whereas the League has consistently been noted

13      for its nonpartisan election information,

14      including sponsorship of candidate forums and

15      information on state and local ballot issues,

16      as well as its commitment to register, educate

17      and mobilize voters; and whereas the League

18      champions Government systems that are open,

19      transparent, inclusive and equitable; and

20      whereas the League believes that active and

21      engaged citizens, irrespective of gender,
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1      ethnicity or not political affiliation are the

2      hallmark of democracy.  Now therefore we, the

3      County Council of Talbot County, Maryland do

4      hereby proclaim February 14, 2020 as League of

5      Women Voters Day in Talbot County.  Given under

6      or hands and the Great Seal of Talbot County

7      this 11th day of February in the year of our

8      record, 2020.

9           MR. PACK:  Thank you, Madam Secretary.

10      The Chair will many entertain a motion at this

11      time.

12           MS. PRICE:  So moved.

13           MR. PACK:  Moved by Ms. Price.

14           MR. CALLAHAN:  Second.

15           MR. PACK:  Second by Mr. Callahan.  Any

16      further discussion by Council on the

17      proclamation.  Hearing none, Madam Secretary,

18      please call your roll.

19           SECRETARY:  Mr. Pack.

20           MR. PACK:  Aye.

21           SECRETARY:  Mr. Divilio.
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1           MR. DIVILIO:  Aye.

2           SECRETARY:  Mr. Callahan.

3           MR. CALLAHAN:  Aye.

4           SECRETARY:  Ms. Price.

5           MS. PRICE:  Aye.

6           SECRETARY:  Mr. Lesher.

7           MR. LESHER:  Aye.

8           MR. PACK:  If you ladies wouldn't mind

9      coming forward, Ms. Price is going to present

10      you with a proclamation at this time.

11           MS. PRICE:  I guess it wasn't a surprise

12      having the woman on the Council presenting the

13      proclamation.  Thank you very much for

14      everything that you all do.  We do appreciate

15      the coverage that you give us in a fair way to

16      present arguments.  Appreciate it.  Thank you

17      so much.

18           MR. PACK:  She asked if she could keep it.

19      Yes, it's hers.  We have one more matter before

20      we go into our public hearing portion of our

21      agenda.  Should come as no surprise that we're
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1      running late, again, but please bear with us.

2      Martin Sokolich is coming up to the table.

3      Council, at this time you're going to hear a

4      presentation or request to participate in the

5      FY 2020 Maryland Ag Land Preservation Fund,

6      also known as MALPF, and Martin Sokolich,

7      planner three, is here to make the presentation

8      to you.  Martin, good to see you.

9           MARTIN SOKOLICH:  Thanks.  Good evening.

10      This is an opportunity to make the official

11      commitments that we had done in draft with

12      MALPF over the years.  You know that each

13      County that participate in the MALPF program

14      gets a base budget out of the general fund for

15      land preservation.  We have the opportunity to

16      receive an additional portion of match -- as a

17      match, excuse me for funds that we commit

18      locally.  We retain some taxes that are not

19      submitted to the state that are dedicated by

20      the state legislature for the land preservation

21      program.  And after we've gone through last

Page 32

1      years offers, preserved three farms at that

2      time, we find that we had some additional funds

3      left that we had retained so that it is $20,000

4      to replace what was used last year out of this

5      fund in retaining the $80,000 that was not

6      expended last year, for a total of an

7      additional $100,000 that can be used to

8      hopefully get another farm acquired this year

9      in the rounds that are about to begin in March

10      making offers on that.  We submit a list of

11      dozen applications, it has been for the past

12      few years, start from the bottom of the list,

13      work their way down, until they expend all the

14      money available for land preservation.  That's

15      the short explanation what that is.  So the

16      request here is that you'll agree to that

17      $100,000 submittal to MALPF for the additional

18      funds for preservation.

19           MR. HOLLIS:  Council, the funds are

20      available in the budget.

21           MR. PACK:  Thank you very much,
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1      Mr. Hollis.  Any questions of Martin at this

2      time by any members of Council.

3           MS. PRICE:  The funds come specifically

4      from the transfer taxes and they are dedicated

5      to this type of purpose.  So they are not able

6      to be used for general fund purposes.

7           MARTIN SOKOLICH:  That's correct.  That's

8      exactly it.

9           MS. PRICE:  Just for the public's

10      awareness these are specific already earmarked.

11           MARTIN SOKOLICH:  To be a certified

12      county, we do some extra paperwork for MALPF

13      and they reward us.

14           MS. PRICE:  And how much is it matched, is

15      it dollar for dollar, the match that we get

16      from the State.

17           MARTIN SOKOLICH:  I think it is pretty

18      much, dollar for dollar.

19           MR. PACK:  Any other comment.

20           MR. LESHER:  This is an area where Talbot

21      County is falling behind.  There are other
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1      counties that are finding other funds to put

2      into this agricultural land preservation fund,

3      including some of our neighbors.  But this

4      little bit is nevertheless important for us to

5      proceed with.  I would love for us to find some

6      other way to further extend these efforts.

7           MR. PACK:  Anyone else.  Okay.  The Chair

8      would entertain a motion at this time to agree

9      to commit $100,000 into the ag transfer fund

10      for the purchase of easements through the MALPF

11      program.

12           MR. CALLAHAN:  So moved.

13           MR. PACK:  Moved by Mr. Callahan.

14           MR. DIVILIO:  Second.

15           MR. PACK:  Second by Mr. Divilio.  Any

16      further comment.  Hearing none, Madam

17      Secretary, please call your roll.

18           SECRETARY:  Mr. Pack.

19           MR. PACK:  Aye.

20           SECRETARY:  Mr. Divilio.

21           MR. DIVILIO:  Aye.
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1           SECRETARY:  Mr. Callahan.

2           MR. CALLAHAN:  Aye.

3           SECRETARY:  Ms. Price.

4           MS. PRICE:  Aye.

5           SECRETARY:  Mr. Lesher.

6           MR. LESHER:  Aye.

7           MR. PACK:  Martin, thank you.  Good seeing

8      you.

9           MARTIN SOKOLICH:  Thank you very much.

10           MR. PACK:  Nod too bad tonight.  Just ten

11      minutes last.  Mr. Callahan, if you wouldn't

12      mind getting your trustee timer out.  We're

13      going to go into our public hearing.  The first

14      matter before Council for public hearing is

15      Resolution 281.  Let me go over the ground

16      rules before the Secretary reads the title of

17      that resolution.  When you come to the table,

18      please gave us your name and your address so

19      that we have a record.  If you're speaking for

20      yourself, Mr. Callahan will give you three

21      minutes.  If you're speaking for a group or for
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1      a body, please give us the name of that group

2      you're speaking for so we can adjust your time

3      and give you five minutes for that on the

4      timer.  Okay.  Very good.  Madam Secretary,

5      would you please read the resolution.

6           SECRETARY:  Resolution Number 281, a

7      resolution to amend the Talbot County

8      Comprehensive Water and Sewer Plan, the plan,

9      to reclassify and remap certain real property

10      located in the town of Trappe, Maryland,

11      associated with the Lakeside planned unit

12      development, the Lakeside project, formerly

13      known as Trappe East.  Further described as tax

14      map 54, parcel 304, tax map 55, parcels 14, 15,

15      17, 19, 44, 65, 83, and 85, and tax map 59,

16      parcel four.  The total area consisting of

17      865 acres, more or less, the property, from

18      S2and W2 areas where improvements or extensions

19      to existing or construction of new community

20      multi-use or shared sanitary facilities are

21      programmed for progress within three to five
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1      years, to S1 and W1, areas served or to be

2      served by community, multi-use or shared

3      sanitary facilities which are existing, under

4      construction, or have immediate priority

5      status, to amend the plan to add certain water

6      and sewer capital projects related to the

7      Lakeside project and existing systems for the

8      fiscal years 2020 through 2030; and to amend

9      the plan to update the narrative description in

10      the plan relative to the Lakeside project and

11      existing systems.

12           MR. PACK:  Thank you very much, Madam

13      Secretary.  It has come to the Chair's

14      attention that we have an amendment to offer up

15      on -- to be introduced on Resolution 281.  The

16      Chair would hear that amendment at this time.

17           MR. LESHER:  This is proposed by the Town

18      of Trappe and Trappe East Holdings Business

19      Trust.  Do we need to read all these into the

20      record.

21           MR. PACK:  Yes, sir, just the three items
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1      for the amendment.

2           MR. LESHER:  Amendment one, amendment of

3      Exhibits A to B to phase in the water and sewer

4      service area by establishing W1/S1 designations

5      for the initial construction extensions

6      proposed in the Lakeside project, and retain

7      the W2/S2 designations for the remainder of the

8      Lakeside project site as show in revised

9      Exhibits A and B which are attached hereto and

10      incorporated by reference herein.  And number

11      two, amendment of Exhibit F, the Trappe area

12      sewer system future sewer narrative to describe

13      the initial wastewater service for the Lakeside

14      project in greater detail, including the

15      phasing set forth in revised Exhibits A and B

16      and the potential for service by available

17      capacity in the existing Trappe wastewater

18      treatment plant.  And three, correction of

19      Exhibit F to replace table ten, Trappe water

20      system capital improvement projects, which was

21      erroneously placed in Exhibit F with amended
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1      table 21 Trappe sewer system capital

2      improvement projects for consistency with

3      Exhibit D.

4           MR. PACK:  Thank you very much,

5      Mr. Lesher, for that reading of that amendment.

6      Are there any additional amendments to

7      Resolution 281 at this time.  The Chair would

8      entertain introduction by show of hands for the

9      amendment at this time to go before -- back to

10      the Planning Commission and Public Works

11      Advisory Board for their review and then

12      recommendation back to the Council.  So this is

13      just to introduce this amendment at this time.

14      It's going to go back to the Planning

15      Commission and then over to the Public Works

16      Advisory Board for their review and then

17      recommendation back to us.  Are we clear?  So

18      by show of hands on introduction of the

19      amendment at this time.

20           MS. PRICE:  To go to them?

21           MR. PACK:  To go to them.  By
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1      Mr. Divilio -- I'm sorry, I didn't see your

2      hand up.  By Council, Ms. Madam Secretary.  So

3      this will go over to both of those bodies for

4      their review and introduction -- and comment,

5      I'm sorry.  If there is no further amendments

6      to Resolution 281, we will start the public

7      hearing.  And I'll start to my left on the

8      first tier.  Mr. Armistead, your table.  Your

9      bench, sorry.

10           BRUCE ARMISTEAD:  Thank you, Mr. Pack.

11      Good evening ladies and gentlemen of the

12      Council.  My name is Bruce Armistead, 114 Bay

13      Street, Easton, Maryland.  And I'm here this

14      evening on behalf of Doctor and Mrs. Steven

15      Harris.  Doctor and Mrs. Harris are the owners

16      of property located immediately adjacent to the

17      proposed Lakeside development and located

18      immediately downstream from the proposed

19      location of the wastewater treatment plant and

20      the spray affluent fields.  In fact they own

21      the entirety of the headwaters of the Miles
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1      Creek adjacent to the Lakeside project and

2      spray affluent fluids.  Why are they here.

3      Keep in mind this project came about as a

4      result of an annexation about 16 or 17 years

5      ago.  But also keep in mind that that

6      annexation was approved by a little over a

7      third of the residents of the Town of Trappe.

8      And if you look at the population of the County

9      at the time of about 38,000, it was approved by

10      less than -- or approximately one half of one

11      percent of the residents of the County.  But

12      guess who didn't have a say, and that was

13      Doctor and Mrs. Harris, who are the immediate

14      neighbors.  Now, they do own two substantial

15      parcels of land.  The first is their home farm

16      of about 100 acres, and the majority of that

17      was very recently placed under a MALPF

18      easement.  Doctor and Mrs. Harris also recently

19      purchased a ten lot subdivision adjacent to

20      that farm, primarily for the purposes of

21      development.  So it goes without question that
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1      they are good stewards of the land.

2      Nevertheless they are not here today to oppose

3      the Lakeside project.  They appeared before the

4      Planning Commission last week, as did I.  The

5      Planning Commission was required to render a

6      decision while making a statutorily required

7      certification to you that this amendment to the

8      S1/W1 plan is consistent with your

9      comprehensive plan.  The Planning Commission

10      found that it couldn't do so, so it goes

11      without question that there were enough

12      questions raised before that body for them to

13      decide that they could not make a decision and

14      a certification to you last week.  In the

15      consideration of this matter, you are required

16      by statute to make that determination of

17      consistency with the comprehensive plan.  The

18      staff report that I'm sure you've all seen

19      addresses about seven items.  Some are

20      arguable, for example one could say is it

21      appropriate to place about 2500 new homes
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1      adjacent to a small town such as Trappe.  And

2      if development occurs, we would certainly agree

3      with you that it's supposed to be in and around

4      the adjacent towns.  That decision is already

5      made.  We're not here to argue that point.

6      However, you are specifically required to

7      address chapter number six of the comprehensive

8      plan, which is the natural resources article.

9      And we contend that the Planning Commission

10      could not certify consistency with that

11      provision of the comprehensive plan and that

12      you cannot find consistency either.  In that

13      regard, let me just quickly read you three

14      brief sections of the comprehensive plan.  The

15      first is the vision statement.  And it states

16      "because our natural resources and sensitive

17      areas are critical to the quality of life in

18      Talbot County, and because significant

19      components of our local economy depend upon

20      clean and abundant waters, the County takes the

21      necessary steps to reduce runoff and other

Page 44

1      pollutants into the waters."  The plan goes on

2      to state that because since these areas are

3      more vulnerable to environmental degradation,

4      future development should be directed away from

5      such areas and guided towards areas where

6      environmental impacts would be less severe.

7      And lastly, efforts to conserve and protect

8      natural resources yield long-term public

9      benefits.  The intent of County environmental

10      protection measures is not to stop growth or

11      development but to ensure that development

12      occurs without impairing the environmental

13      sustainability of sensitive areas.  So --

14           MR. CALLAHAN:  One minute.

15           BRUCE ARMISTEAD:  One minute.  Doctor and

16      Mrs. Harris, what do they want.  What they

17      would really like you to do is require the

18      applicant to look at alternatives or the

19      location of the wastewater treatment plant and

20      the spray affluent system.  Can the existing

21      Trappe wastewater treatment plant be expanded.
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1      If not, why not.  Does the applicant, rather,

2      have other locations within its own property to

3      construct the plant and spray affluent fields.

4      The resolution sites that the applicant has 865

5      acres.  Surely there is another and better

6      location that is not as sensitive.  The comp.

7      plan also address the importance of buffers.

8      Let me read that.  The effectiveness of buffers

9      to protect stream water quality is influenced

10      by the width and type of vegetation within the

11      buffer as well as proper maintenance.  It goes

12      without saying the further away from the

13      environmental sensitive areas the better, the

14      more opportunity for soil infiltration and

15      nutrient uptake through vegetation.  And

16      finally I just point you to your own policy

17      contained in the comprehensive plan.  This is

18      not a goal but a policy.  6.27 reads as

19      follows.  "New development shall be restricted

20      in sensitive areas and the protection and

21      enhancement of the environmental resources
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1      should be insured."  Notice it says shall be,

2      not should be.  Shall be.  So we urge you to

3      slow this down, take an opportunity to require

4      the applicant to consider other alternatives,

5      but particularly to remove the spray affluent

6      and treatment plant from the most sensitive

7      area of the headwaters of Miles River Creek and

8      minimize the impact on that pristine area.

9      Thank you.

10           MR. PACK:  Thank you very much.  Anyone

11      else on that first bench.  Doctor Harris.  Want

12      to come forward.

13           STEVEN HARRIS:  Here are some of the

14      sensitive areas.  My name is Steve Harris, 4720

15      Wrights Mill Road, Trappe, Maryland.  I

16      represent myself as well as the downstream

17      people of Trappe, a group.  Go ahead.  I

18      have -- you talked about the change in the map

19      of what -- the applicant is changing from S1 to

20      S2, they are putting red lines now.  If you

21      could move the map up a little bit.  Do I have
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1      a pointer.  Pointer.

2           MR. PACK:  Doctor Harris, we do have an

3      updated map.

4           STEVEN HARRIS:  I understand.  Okay.  So

5      they are now changing what we're doing.  We're

6      putting a line through, we're going S2 from the

7      bottom, S1 on the top.  This is smoke and

8      mirrors.  This is -- they are taking our --

9      they are taking our eye off the ball.  The

10      elephant in the room is the wastewater

11      treatment plant up in the upper right-hand

12      side.  That's what we should be talking about,

13      not -- all developments go through phase

14      changes.  If we don't have that wastewater

15      treatment plant, they can't build the whole

16      development.  That is -- and that wastewater

17      treatment plant will be the third largest

18      wastewater treatment plant in Talbot County,

19      behind Easton and St. Michaels.  Route 50 goes

20      north/south, Piney Hill goes east/west.  Two

21      blocks to the west on Piney Hill is the center
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1      of town, Maple and Main.  A mile and a half up

2      the road is Big Mario's site where the main

3      entrance is.  Why is the main entrance up

4      there.  Why isn't it down in town to

5      incorporate it with the town.  Why are we the

6      red-headed stepchild way up north.  Route 50 is

7      the highest ground there in that section of

8      Talbot County.  If it rains, water flows to the

9      east.  If it rains on the east side, water

10      flows to the east.  Other side it flows to the

11      west.  The downhill people -- the down creek

12      people of Trappe would propose you take the

13      wastewater treatment plant and place it up on

14      Route 50 by Big Mario's entrance and take the

15      entrance to the development and put it down

16      below.  Then we put the development after the

17      wastewater treatment plant and then we put

18      large buffers in front -- around our stream to

19      preserve our blue line streams and creeks.  I'm

20      supposed to talk about facts.  The facts are it

21      does not meet the comprehensive plan that
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1      Mr. Armistead talked about.  Nitrogen.  We have

2      heard eight, we've heard three, we've heard

3      zero at the root zone.  Mr. Rauch said zero,

4      the applicant is three, and the permit is

5      eight.  Is Mr. Rauch here today.

6           MR. PACK:  Don't worry about it,

7      Mr. Harris.  Just speak to us.

8           STEVEN HARRIS:  Interesting that we have

9      a lot of people here that are not for this

10      development but Mr. Rauch is not here to fight

11      for his development.  So if we get this -- they

12      are telling us we can get it down to three now.

13      That's great.  But there's no plans for a

14      plant, there is nothing to evaluate.  It's all

15      words, it's all innuendo.  If we -- if they

16      spray the affluent and they are successful and

17      they get it down to three and we can -- and we

18      spray it on our fields and the vegetation takes

19      up the nitrogen and we get it down to zero at

20      the root zone, which is what Mr. Rauch is

21      talking about, that would be great.  But there
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1      is no nutrient management plan to prove that

2      that is going to happen.  Coliforms.  Do you

3      all know what coliforms are.  Coliforms are a

4      bacteria that live in your -- in all

5      warm-blooded animals’ intestinal tracks.  So it's

6      in our feces.  Along with -- so along with

7      coliform -- coliforms are easy to test for.

8      They are very unique bacteria that we can test

9      for them.  Along with coliforms we have

10      pathogens.  Pathogens are bad.  Pathogens make

11      you sick.  So we use the test for coliforms to

12      monitor pathogens so we don't get sick.  The

13      permit says three colonies, there's a million

14      bacteria in a colony, three colonies of

15      bacteria coliforms per 500 ML -- per 100 MLs of

16      water.  An average water bottle is 500 MLs.

17      There is 15 colonies of coliforms in a water

18      bottle.  They are asking for 540,000 gallons a

19      day of coliform fluid affluent to be sprayed at

20      the headwaters of Miles Creek every day.

21      Slope.  Mr. -- Talbot County has a slope rule.
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1      They said they are required to do 25 feet.

2      Talbot County is 1 percent, every degree in

3      rise 1 percent.  It should rise 4 percent,

4      4 feet of elevation.  They have given us some

5      generous buffers but it is not compliant with

6      the Talbot County slope rule.  Okay.  Water

7      monitoring stations.  There are -- permit says

8      five, we have two above the spray zones.  None

9      in the spray area.  We have one below it that

10      is noncompliant.  There is a residence between

11      it and the spray fields.  They do not have

12      access to -- its private property, they do not

13      have access to that.

14           MR. PACK:  Doctor Harris, your time has

15      elapsed.  You want to just close up your

16      comment.

17           STEVEN HARRIS:  Can you go to the last

18      video.

19           MR. PACK:  No videos at this time.  Your

20      time has already elapsed.

21           STEVEN HARRIS:  I'm sorry, I put -- it
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1      all flows together.  I'm happy to speak, I put

2      a lot of time into it.

3           MR. PACK:  Well, we have a room full of

4      people.  I can go through and maybe bring you

5      back up at the end.  Anyone else on the first

6      bench.

7           BARRY GAERTNER:  Thank you, Council.  My

8      name a Barry Gaertner.  My address is 29721

9      Tarbutton Mill Road, Trappe, Maryland.  I live

10      on Tarbutton Mill Road on a farm adjacent to

11      the north end of the proposed wastewater

12      treatment spray area.  We have heard in the

13      several meetings that have already been held

14      concerning resolution 281.  We've heard from a

15      lot of concerned citizens about it.  I think

16      those of us who fear the greatest impact fear

17      indeed the worst are those of us that live so

18      immediately close to the worse of what the

19      development will bring, human waste.  I don't

20      think anybody would like to be shouldered up

21      against a wastewater treatment facility.  This
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1      concern is compounded by the extreme close

2      proximity that the spray field will have with

3      Miles Creek.  As I understand the information

4      contained on the map that was provided at the

5      November 19th public hearing in Trappe, the

6      spray field will extend to within 25 feet of

7      all property lines.  On the east side of the

8      major spray field the property line is the high

9      water mark of the former Wrights Mill.  From an

10      environmental impact point of view, this seems

11      ridiculously close.  Thanks to the concerted

12      efforts of a local beaver population, this pond

13      is back and it's growing.  It now covers

14      several acres.  Is it the intent and the

15      management of wastewater to in fact get the

16      affluent into a waterway.  If not, wouldn't it

17      be more prudent to provide a much broader

18      setback from all creeks and drainages.  As

19      viewed from afar, this corner of the full

20      development is truly out of sight.  For those

21      of us who live nearby, it will never be out of
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1      mind.  This treatment facility and its spray

2      fields are a forever proposition for us, it is

3      not a temporary project.  You can understand

4      our concern.  How will our ground water be

5      affected over years, over decades.  I won't

6      speak to the nitrogen numbers, you've heard

7      those already, but it is appropriate to say the

8      permit asks for 8 milligrams per liter.  We're

9      told it could be three to zero milligrams per

10      liter.  If that's the fact, then why can't we

11      simply adjust the permit to demand three

12      milligrams to zero milligrams per liter.  A

13      much bigger concern is the fecal coliform load

14      Steve just spoke of.  We are talking about

15      human waste and all the associated pathogens

16      that flow through and out of our bodies, down

17      the toilet and into the holding lagoons.

18      Subsequently filtered and applied to these

19      fields daily forever, within 25 feet of a blue

20      line stream.  At the very -- I just wonder if

21      the money that the developer be would required
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1      to invest in a new facility went instead to

2      upgrading Trappe's existing wastewater

3      treatment plant to accept the Lakeside load.

4      Why put Trappe in the future position of

5      maintaining two wastewater treatment plants.

6      At the very least I would ask that a mutually

7      negotiated setback much more extensive than 25

8      feet be applied on the east side of the spray

9      fields where they abut Miles Creek.  I would

10      ask that the permit if issued reflect three to

11      zero milligrams per liter of nitrogen as the

12      affluent standard.  If it's technologically

13      possible to reduce fecal coli further, that

14      should be required.  Most importantly I would

15      ask that, I know it's probably out of your

16      hands too, but provide this, but we ask the

17      developer and the Trappe Town Council and the

18      Trappe Planning and Zoning to sit down with

19      those of us who are so closely involved due to

20      our proximity to the spray fields and the creek

21      and listen closely to us.  See that we're not
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1      opposed to Trappe's need to grow but in that

2      growth it includes its neighbors concerns and

3      takes them to heart.

4           MR. PACK:  I have to stop you right there.

5      Your time has already gone over.  I just wanted

6      you to finish up that last point.

7           MS. PRICE:  I have one question for,

8      Mr. Clark, it's a yes or no.  Yes or no.  Don't

9      even have to get.

10           MR. PACK:  You can step back, sir.

11           MS. PRICE:  When this thing was originally

12      proposed how many years ago, was there supposed

13      to be a spray irrigation field.  Yes or no?

14           RAY CLARKE:  Yes.

15           MS. PRICE:  There was always supposed be

16      to a spray irritation field.

17           RAY CLARKE:  Yes.

18           MR. PACK:  Moving on to the second bench.

19      I'm sorry, on the first bench.

20           PATTY KNAUER DEWITT:  My name is Patty

21      Knauer Dewitt.  I am at 31162 Clarks Wharf Road,
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1      Trappe.  I also represent my parents, Irvin and

2      Margaret Noonis Knauer of 3750 Windy Hill Road.

3      I've been a resident for over 36 years.  I have

4      a love for the water, a love for the bay.  At

5      17 years old I completed a project with DECA, a

6      150 page project called Save The Bay.  So this

7      is where Save The Bay started.  So it's very

8      near and dear to my heart.  My parents happen

9      to own property on the Miles Creek.  So I've

10      had the opportunity to sit on the shoreline on

11      the dock, watch the eagles, see the Delmarva

12      fox squirrel, endangered species.  I've

13      actually kayaked out into the Miles Creek

14      multiple times.  And I've actually kayaked

15      every nook and cranny of the Miles Creek.  I've

16      also kayaked where when you look down you see

17      crystal clear water and you see the sand.  You

18      actually get to see the bottom.  You don't get

19      to see that very often.  And it's a beautiful

20      sight.  We have seen the fish spawning, we have

21      seen the turtles, the snakes in the water.

15 (Pages 54 - 57)

Veritext Legal Solutions
202-803-8830 -- 410-494-8300



Talbot County Council Meeting February 11, 2020

Page 58

1      It's absolutely amazing.  And I'm here to say

2      that, please, if you can, preserve this for the

3      next generations to come.  Nature at its finest

4      is on Miles Creek.  I have four kayaks, I know

5      my sister back here has a couple, we invite any

6      of you to join us.  You might be able to come

7      after you get that off your arm.  Feel free to

8      join any of us to come see to get a tour of

9      what's actually out there.  It's absolutely

10      amazing.  Let's please preserve this for the

11      generations to come.  You know, we borrowed

12      this land, we borrowed this earth for the

13      future, for our future kids, our grand kids and

14      so on.  I'm sorry I'm nervous but thank you for

15      your time respectfully.

16           MR. PACK:  Thank you, Ms. Dewitt.

17      Wonderful job.  I think that's the last on that

18      first row.  Miss anyone else.  Is that

19      Mr. Bartlett sitting on the second row.

20      Goodness gracious, look what the cat drug in.

21      How are you doing, Dirck.
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1           DIRCK BARTLETT:  Thank you all.  Thank you

2      for letting me speak.  And I know how difficult

3      decisions are in these kinds of situations and

4      I apologize that I'm getting into this issue

5      rather late.  I read an article in the paper

6      this morning about it so I thought I would come

7      in and hear what's going on and try to get

8      caught up.  I think it's no mystery to say that

9      I was against this development when I was early

10      in office in 2006.  It was sort of a fresh

11      thing that happened, and I think it is true

12      that, you know, one half of one percent of the

13      County voted in 3,000 houses.  More or less 300

14      voters voted in 3,000 houses.  And it was a yes

15      it was allowing a town to expand, it sort of

16      fit in the smart growth goals, but really when

17      you looked at it on paper 900 acres of annexed

18      land was crazy for a small town the size of

19      Trappe.  And I would just ask you to look back

20      at the original agreement that was made back

21      then, because I was much more familiar with it
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1      when it all happened and the developers and

2      rights and responsibilities agreement and how

3      it's put together and what the promises that

4      were made to the town of Trappe from the

5      developer.  I think it makes sense to pause

6      before we allow this annexation a look back at

7      that agreement and determine have they lived up

8      to their responsibilities.  As I recall, the

9      existing wastewater treatment plant in Trappe

10      was not to be part of this development.  They

11      were going to make some improvements to that as

12      part of the benefits of having this

13      development, as I recall, but they were not

14      going to utilize that plant.  They were going

15      to build a single plant to handle all the

16      affluent from their houses that they were

17      proposing.  I don't recall spray irrigation

18      being part of the mix.  I'm not doubting

19      Mr. Clark in this case because he was well

20      involved in it at the time, but I don't recall

21      that component.  But nevertheless, I would just
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1      say that you should look at the agreement that

2      was made back then and make sure that they are

3      living up to their responsibilities.  I know

4      they promised to pay for the police force in

5      Trappe and then I gather a few years ago that

6      was stopped or maybe we billed them for that.

7      I would ask is that still happening.  What are

8      the -- what are the rights and responsibilities

9      that they said they were going to do and what

10      are they actually doing.  I am concerned about

11      the waters of the bay and making sure that

12      we're not polluting the rivers.  And that is a

13      particularly impaired body of water, as we all

14      know, so any additional affluent into the river

15      is a great concern to the residents in that

16      area and to people who love the waters of

17      Talbot County.  So when -- I got in, I got some

18      of the documentation from what you all looked

19      at in preparation for this meeting.  There is a

20      memo from Miguel Salinas who says on the top of

21      page two, "in evaluating the standards for
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1      consistency with the policies of the

2      comprehensive plan, it was noted that the

3      current developer is, quote, more or less

4      adhering to the PUD approved in 2006."  I would

5      ask you all what is the more and what is the

6      less.  I also think that it says the "County

7      will have no financial responsibility for all

8      cost and expenses associated with the water and

9      sewer improvements at the property, comma,

10      however, we have lots of costs coming our way

11      from 3,000 houses in Trappe."  So I would say,

12      yes, that's true we're not paying for the sewer

13      and water for that, the developer is supposed

14      to pay for that, but we have lots of costs

15      coming our way when this property gets 3,000

16      houses.  So it's a tough decision, I appreciate

17      the gravity of it for you all, and I hope

18      you'll take your time, don't rush through and

19      approve this 860 acres as S1 because I just

20      think it should be graduated the way the

21      Planning Commission recommends at a minimum if
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1      it should happen at all.  Thank you all very

2      much.

3           MR. PACK:  Thank you very much.  You

4      looked very relax there, Mr. Bartlett.

5           DIRCK BARTLETT:  Tan, rested and ready.

6           MS. PRICE:  We can pull up an extra chair

7      if you want.

8           WOODY LAMBERT:  My name is Woody Lambert.

9      I live at 4440 Wrights Mill Road in Trappe,

10      which is -- thank you for hearing my comments

11      by the way.  Which is about 200 feet from the

12      Miles Creek and it's about 2,000 feet due east

13      of the proposed water treatment facility.  I

14      appreciate you listening to my comments because

15      I have a lot of health and safety concerns

16      about the plan that I wanted to share with you.

17      My main concern is with the ground water and

18      with the plan that I think will have negative

19      impacts on the ground water in terms of

20      dissolved solids, nitrogen, coliforms, residual

21      chlorines that are used to sanitize the water.
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1      And I'm concerned that would build up in our

2      well and affect our drinking water and create a

3      problem with the water we bathe in.  I'm also

4      concerned, as Steve mentioned before, that

5      there is no proposed monitoring stations east

6      of the proposed location of the water treatment

7      facility.  I correct myself, there is one

8      that's east of it but it's further downstream.

9      We're due east of it and we would be -- so

10      there is no monitoring going on for the

11      spraying due east and on our side of the marsh

12      and the creek.  So I'm very concerned that like

13      our well would become sort of an unmonitored

14      monitoring station and we would bear the brunt

15      of any health problems down the road, which is

16      very concerning to me as well.  I'm also

17      concerned about the spraying of the reclaimed

18      water on 80 acres, you know, next to our

19      property.  I'm concerned we might be subjected

20      to pathogenic aerosols when being sprayed and

21      they may drift on to our property and create
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1      problems for us when we're out on our property

2      and when we're breathing.  And this also goes

3      in with the idea of the lagoons and the

4      spraying, for the spraying of the water and

5      storing the water.  And that there would be

6      problems with odor.  And I'm also concerned

7      with increase in mosquito populations and the

8      diseases that they carry.  But in this case I

9      would be worried they might be carrying

10      infectious bacteria which might affect my

11      family and our health and our neighbors’ health.

12      I already mentioned the odor, but I think the

13      odor would be -- it would compound our problems

14      and we would not be able to enjoy being out on

15      our property.  And we would feel unsafe on our

16      property.  And I think those two things would

17      diminish the quality of our life and the value

18      of our property as well.  My last point with

19      safety is, and I brought this picture in to

20      illustrate.  We spend a lot of time down on the

21      creek so there is a picture of my children.
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1      They wade in the water and swim in the water.

2      So I'm really concerned that that might affect

3      their ability to enjoy the water and their

4      safety with us so much being put in the water.

5      So it's those reasons I just -- I would -- I

6      would like you guys to be more involved with

7      the process.  And I think the Town and the

8      developers have kind of moved forward and we

9      need some health and safety brought to it.  And

10      I think reverting back to the original plan of

11      tapping in with the existing water treatment

12      facility or using a more logical water

13      treatment facility that's safer without

14      spraying and having it further away from the

15      watershed area I think would be the most

16      advantageous for the community and for all of

17      Talbot County so it's something we can all

18      enjoy and feel safe enjoying.

19           MR. PACK:  Thank you, Mr. Lambert.

20           WOODY LAMBERT:  Thank you very much.

21           MR. PACK:  Anyone else on that row there,
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1      that bench.  No, we good.  We're going to jump

2      to the next row.  Ryan, good to see you.

3           RYAN SHOWALTER:  Mr. Pack, members of the

4      Council, thank you for your time this evening.

5      Ryan Showalter, 100 Northwest Street, Easton.

6      I'm appearing tonight on behalf of the

7      applicant, co-applicant, developer, Trappe East

8      Holdings Business Trust.  I think it's really

9      important to understand what we're here to talk

10      about tonight and what is not within the

11      purview of the Council's role or the hearing.

12      There are lots of comments about specific

13      numbers, permit conditions, permit constraints.

14      The wastewater discharge permit is regulated by

15      MDE under authority delegated to it by the EPA

16      and the Clean Water Act.  Just like Easton,

17      just like Oxford, just like your region two

18      treatment plant, any discharge of wastewater

19      will have a discharge permit issued by the

20      State.  The treatment plant will be operated by

21      certified licensed operators who have to take
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1      regular samples and report those samples to MDE

2      and operate the plant in accordance with the

3      permit.  What the County's role is, what this

4      hearing is about tonight, is the County

5      comprehensive water and sewer plan, which is an

6      infrastructure planning document.  The current

7      County comprehensive water and sewer plan most

8      recently adopted with respect to this project

9      in 2002 includes the entirety of this project

10      as a S2/W2 area, which indicates that water and

11      sewer infrastructure was anticipated to be

12      extended to serve this development within three

13      to five years of adoption of that plan.  So in

14      the 2005 to 2007 timeframe.  We're now almost

15      16 years beyond that and the first pipe has not

16      been put into the ground.  The 2002 County

17      plan, which is the plan that's in effect today,

18      contemplates a 540,000 stand-alone wastewater

19      treatment plant to serve the Lakeside project.

20      It specifically contemplates spray irrigation

21      disposal of the affluent.  And the spray
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1      irrigation has always been proposed in the same

2      location on this project site from the

3      beginning of the project.  The County plan has

4      always contemplated spray irrigation disposal.

5      What is before you now is a request for a

6      couple of amendments.  And the first amendment

7      would change the description of the wastewater

8      treatment plant from a bio act treatment

9      system, which is a BNR quality wastewater

10      treatment system.  That's wastewater treatment

11      to essentially 8 milligrams of nitrogen per

12      liter.  That's what was proposed in 2002,

13      that's what's called for by your current plan.

14      What the applicant and the Town has requested

15      is that you update that text to call for a

16      membrane bioreactor plant at ENR quality, water

17      quality limits, or 3 milligrams of nitrogen per

18      liter.  So we're proposing to update your text

19      to call for a higher quality of treatment,

20      which is the current state of the art

21      treatment.  The second revision that was
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1      initially proposed was to take that S2/W2

2      designation to S1.  There is an amendment that

3      you all have at least introduced for

4      consideration by the Planning Commission that

5      would move a portion, essentially the northern

6      half of the project, from S2 to S1/W2 -- excuse

7      me, W2 to W1 and would retain the S2/W2

8      designation on the southern half.  From the

9      MDE's perspective the project is consistent

10      with your current plan because we're more than

11      15 years beyond the timeframe when

12      infrastructure was proposed to be constructed.

13      If you adopt the resolution as potentially

14      amended what you would be saying essentially is

15      that the northern half of the project is

16      appropriate for initial construction of

17      infrastructure, a series of pump stations, some

18      wells, a water tower and treatment plan, the

19      southern half of the project would be

20      programmed for infrastructure extension three

21      to five years from the adoption of this
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1      amendment.  So you would essentially be

2      regressing or moving backwards the timeframe

3      for the southern half of the project.  Those

4      are the amendments that are before you.  That's

5      it.  Is advancing the text to call for

6      heightened level of wastewater treatment and

7      changing the timing to delay some of the

8      infrastructure that the plant currently calls

9      for.  The -- Mr. Bartlett referenced the 2006

10      development rights and responsibility

11      agreement.  The applicant paid for the Town

12      police department for many years beyond the

13      timeframe called for in that agreement.  The

14      agreement specifically contemplated a bio act,

15      BNR quality treatment plant at 540,000 gallons

16      per day with spray irrigation in this location.

17      This is entirely consistent with the

18      development rights and responsibilities

19      agreement.  The discharge that's proposed, I

20      don't want to dwell on numbers but I think it's

21      important to understand.  The notion of fecal
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1      coliform sounds concerning or threatening, and

2      it can be if it's not managed, but MDE has

3      guidelines for what they call the use of

4      reclaimed water, and these guidelines for land

5      application.  They define three different

6      classes of wastewater affluent.  The affluent

7      that would be generated by this treatment plant

8      would be treated to what MDE defines as class

9      three standards.  I'm sorry, class two

10      standards.  And that's the three colonies of

11      fecal coliform per 100-millimeters.  Class two

12      affluent is approved by MDE to be sprayed

13      within 25 feet of property lines, structures,

14      public roads and streams; within 50 feet of

15      schools and playgrounds; and within 100 feet of

16      potable wells and water intakes.  So saying

17      that there is some fecal coliform in the water

18      sounds potentially threatening.  When you look

19      at the levels and look at what the level of

20      treatment is, MDE says this water is clean

21      enough to spray within 50 feet of a playground,
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1      within 25 feet of a stream, and within 100 feet

2      of water intake.  That gives you an indication

3      of the level of treatment that's proposed.  And

4      the level of treatment that's proposed is what

5      Easton Utilities provides it currently

6      discharges into the Choptank River today.  This

7      could be discharged from the treatment plant

8      directly into the stream.  What's proposed is

9      to apply it to the land.  And that provides a

10      number of benefits.  When you look at MDE's,

11      again, their guidelines for land application,

12      the guidelines outline a couple of benefits and

13      the reasons that MDE encourages this is a state

14      policy.  And that is through the physical,

15      chemical and biological mechanisms operating in

16      the soil, benefits including reduction of BOD,

17      total suspended solids, bacterial and viral

18      organisms as well as nutrients are all greatly

19      reduced as the wastewater infiltrates and

20      percolates through the soil profile.  The

21      nutrients removed by the soil can be available
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1      to support or increase the growth of vegetation

2      on the site, and the renovated wastewater

3      percolates through the soil profile and

4      recharges the ground water system.  One thing

5      to understand is ground water in Talbot County

6      is a series of aquifers.  It's a series of

7      layers of sands that hold water followed by

8      clays that don't allow water to permeate and

9      then additional layers.  No one is drinking the

10      surface aquifer in Talbot County.  So ground

11      water wells are in very different aquifers and

12      separated.  But this will recharge the surface

13      aquifer.  It's a state policy to encourage

14      ground water disposal.  And your task is to

15      review the application for consistency with the

16      comprehensive plan.  I'll just call your

17      attention to a couple of I think very pointed

18      references.  Chapter six, the Natural Resources

19      Conservation Chapter, says that to ensure the

20      adequacy of infrastructure prior to any

21      development, the County strives to ensure that
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1      the cost of development is borne by the

2      developer.  It goes on to note on page 6-12

3      that the Town of Trappe operates a municipal

4      system, it encourages all significant new

5      development to occur within the incorporated

6      towns and on public water and sewer systems.

7      And your comprehensive plan specifically

8      addresses that which is before you tonight.  It

9      says the Town of Trappe's municipal sewer

10      system will not have advocate capacity to

11      support the projected Lakeside development

12      unless the proposed 540,000-gallon wastewater

13      treatment plant and spray irrigation system is

14      built to support the planned Lakeside

15      development.  It's really tough to say it's not

16      consistent with your plan when your plan

17      specifically calls for the new plant, the size

18      of the plant, and the method of discharge.  The

19      County comp plan goes on on pages six, 14 and

20      15 to note alternative wastewater disposal or

21      spray irrigation is a beneficial way of getting
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1      rid of wastewater instead of applying it

2      directly to sewers.  Chapter two, the land use

3      plan, I'll summarize very quickly, again, just

4      highlights the importance of directing growth

5      towards towns to ensuring that towns have

6      infrastructure available to support the

7      patterns of growth so it doesn't occur in the

8      County, and the plan identifies the entirety of

9      this project as being within the municipal

10      limits of the Town of Trappe.  So we appreciate

11      your support.

12           MR. PACK:  Thank you very much, Mr.

13      Showalter.

14           MR. LESHER:  Mr. Pack, just a couple quick

15      questions.  One, I think I understand the

16      phasing of this project.  Does any of the

17      phasing apply to the construction of the plant.

18           RYAN SHOWALTER:  Yes.  So the -- one of

19      the greatest challenges with a new wastewater

20      treatment system is that it relies on

21      biological processes or microbes to do much of
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1      the digestion and breakdown of nutrients.  And

2      so you can't build a 100,000 or 500,000-gallon

3      treatment plant and start to operate it on ten

4      or 50 or 100 houses.  You have to have a

5      certain amount of flow, critical mass, to

6      support the biology.  The current proposal is

7      that this plant would be initially constructed

8      with a 37,500-gallon modular system that can

9      operate on approximately 10 percent of its

10      design flow.  So it can start operating with

11      approximately 3,000 gallons per day of

12      wastewater.  As that plant expands and

13      approaches its design limits, additional

14      incremental phases would be constructed.  So

15      the plant is proposed to be expanded then with

16      five additional 100,000 increments.  And those

17      would be added when the existing plant reaches

18      approximately 80 percent of its capacity.  One

19      of the -- one of the minor additions in the

20      amendment that was introduced notes that the

21      Town of Trappe does have some available
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1      capacity.  The Town also has some significant

2      debt load associated with the wastewater

3      treatment plant.  So one possibility of using

4      the existing town capacity for that initial

5      start-up phase is a different approach to

6      starting it.  But either way you have to begin

7      with a smaller increment.  You can't build a

8      large plant without having the flow to support

9      it.

10           MR. LESHER:  And those smaller modular --

11      each phase of this would have the same level of

12      treatment as the finished product.

13           RYAN SHOWALTER:  Absolutely.  They would

14      all be ENR level treatment.

15           MR. PACK:  And we do have those,

16      Mr. Lesher, I'm just trying to find out where

17      those -- where those breakdowns are located.

18           RYAN SHOWALTER:  Another benefit of the

19      modular approach is that instead of building

20      large concrete head works and a large treatment

21      plant that potentially goes off line or
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1      requires maintenance, having 100,000 gallon

2      modules allows you to manage it more quickly.

3      If there is a maintenance challenge, you can

4      replace a module as opposed to having larger

5      components that require worker maintenance or

6      provide challenges.  So we think it also

7      provides redundancy that enhances the

8      reliability of the system.

9           MR. PACK:  Ryan, thank you very much.  We

10      do have those numbers.  I just can't find them

11      right at my fingertip but we do have that

12      breakdown of the stages.

13           RYAN SHOWALTER:  I'm happy to answer.

14           MR. PACK:  We'll get it from Mr. Clark.

15      Anyone else on those row there.  I'm on row

16      three.  Yes, sir.

17           PAUL SPITZER:  Thank you, Mr. Pack and

18      Council.  I'm grateful for the chance to speak.

19      My name is Paul Randolph Spitzer.  My wife and

20      I have been homeowners in greater Trappe, 31672

21      Old Orchard Road, for 25 years.  And in the
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1      course of those 25 years -- I'm a professional

2      ecologist by the way with a doctorate from

3      Cornell in 1980.  And in the course of those 25

4      years I've covered a great deal of the Miles

5      Creek ecosystem.  What I am going to say from

6      here on, I'm really glad to speak after

7      Mr. Showalter because what I have to say is

8      almost entirely in contrast to him.  While he

9      has emphasized the box of this situation, I

10      have to ask you to all think outside of the

11      box.  I have to ask you to think about the

12      future of the County, the future of Trappe and

13      the possibility of a compromise here.  The

14      Miles Creek is one of the best kept secrets in

15      Talbot County.  The reason for that is it is

16      entirely flanked by private lands.  The

17      compromise I would suggest to you, the

18      visionary compromise, would solve that problem.

19      And we move ahead to the question of the

20      gerrymander that got this in, the fact that I'm

21      here speaking with my fellow citizens, because
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1      we have been disenfranchised.  We've had no

2      chance to speak on this at all.  Because of my

3      field experience, I can tell you, yes, this is

4      profoundly a sensitive area, this Miles Creek

5      ecosystem and headwaters.  And, yes, part of

6      the proposed project sits squarely within the

7      headwaters of the Miles Creek ecosystem, and

8      the sewage treatment operation in particular

9      does.  While I would suggest to you that some

10      of those lands are very much park quality

11      lands, the headwaters are deeply dissected

12      within the agricultural land and they have been

13      protected for many, many decades, perhaps

14      centuries by the smoke restrictions of Talbot

15      County.  The net result is that these headwater

16      streams, several of them, support tall forests

17      and a great biodiversity.  I intend in the

18      spring when I have access to do bird surveys on

19      some of them as well.  Within these steep

20      slopes there are bench levels, perfect hiking

21      trails, which I have hiked following deer paths
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1      and such.  So this is park quality land.  And

2      also you have the so-called Trappe lakeside.

3      The lake is in fact a mine, it's a huge gravel

4      input.  It's completely unimproved at this

5      point.  It has bare eroding slopes on one side

6      of it, and Mr. Rauch proposes Lakeside Trappe.

7      He wants that to be a public park.  I would go

8      farther and say that whole mine part of the

9      property could become a Talbot and also a Town

10      and State park as well.  This would be the

11      compromise that would give the public access.

12      There could be broad forest boarders, certain

13      amount of restoration to protect the

14      watersheds, to protect the privacy of my

15      friends, my neighbors who are land owners here.

16      And of course the pond itself.  And if you had

17      partial public ownership of these lands you

18      would also have accountability.  These

19      questions of just how sewage treatment

20      performs, questions of all the solid surfaces

21      that are going in.  It would mean a smaller
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1      footprint for Mr. Rauch's development but it

2      would not mean the end of it and it would not

3      mean the end of growth for Trappe but rather a

4      compromised solution.  And by the way, property

5      values both surrounding this park and of

6      Mr. Rauch's development as well would increase

7      because of the access to this beautiful park

8      land there.  So this is about the beauty and

9      the future of Talbot County.  A visionary

10      solution to this, a solution outside of this

11      little box that you were presented with, gives

12      you a chance to profoundly affect the course of

13      events in Southeastern Talbot County and the

14      beauty and pastoral loveliness of this Miles

15      Creek ecosystem which extends right down to the

16      Choptank and other holdings along the way.  It

17      could be domino effect certainly with regard to

18      larger property values.  The proposal as

19      presented through gerrymander 16 years ago is a

20      very myopic and shortsighted one.  Thank you

21      very much.
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1           MR. PACK:  Thank you, Mr. Spitzer.  Anyone

2      else on that row there, that third row, third

3      bench.  No.  Move down to the fourth bench.

4      Come on up, sir.

5           LAIRD WISE:  My name is Laird Wise.  And I

6      have properties that are very close to where

7      this project is going to occur.  And I'm also

8      considered friends of Trappe, which means that

9      I don't have voting rights in Trappe and I'm

10      outside basically in a desert area in Trappe as

11      far as the County goes.  But my address is

12      30206 Barber Road.

13           MR. PACK:  Thank you.

14           LAIRD WISE:  And, again, I've seen the

15      good, bad and ugly.  My other residence is in

16      Howard County, Maryland and it's interesting

17      how these seem to precede both the good and the

18      bad, what seem to happen in planning and

19      zoning.  What I see here is not necessarily in

20      particular one person or one organization but

21      maybe not crossing all the T's and dotting the
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1      I's.  And Howard County would not allow

2      something like this to happen.  They have the

3      bad experience of having several of these

4      independent type systems and modular growth end

5      up failing.  And when they fail, they end up

6      doing discharges to lakes, or up our way here

7      into the creeks.  And it's not only Miles Creek

8      that's involved, there is also one called

9      Raccoon Creek and Bowling Brook Creek.  Bowling

10      Brook is on the opposite side of the road but

11      adjoining this property where they are looking

12      to put in another gravel pit or the okay to do

13      another 100 acres in there and ultimately

14      remove 50 acres of trees that are at the

15      headwaters of Bowling Brook Creek.  So we're

16      really on three different fronts here when you

17      look at the stream estuaries that have been

18      basically protected by non-development for many,

19      many years as far as the habitat goes and so

20      forth.  And I question really -- some very

21      eloquent speeches going on and very technical
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1      in some cases going on about this.  So I would

2      like to talk about I'm fourth generation, you

3      know, well over 100 years of experience in the

4      Trappe area.  And my heart really lies with

5      Trappe and Trappe people as well as surrounding

6      areas.  I'm wondering how that basically 100 or

7      so people voted into doing this out of a town

8      of 400 or so.  I've heard by the way they

9      received a chicken dinner somewhere along the

10      line in anticipation of this.  I go back to the

11      very beginning of this, and I'm sensible

12      growth.  But at the same time I don't see where

13      this is sensible.  How can this really be

14      sensible.  The first irrigation was not -- the

15      first approach was to use the Trappe municipal

16      sewer system, period.  That was to be extended

17      growth they were looking at, it could be

18      possibly phased in, which is a requirement by

19      the way of Howard County.  You cannot develop

20      3,000 houses and just leave it at that.  There

21      has to be a phased in approach.  Because you
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1      have so many other entities involved.  You have

2      school systems, you have the fire department,

3      you have traffic suggestions and so forth.  You

4      need to have check points in this whole

5      scenario, including what's happening with the

6      spray irrigation.

7           MR. PACK:  We have to stop you there.

8      Mr. Wise, your time has elapsed but we do

9      appreciate your comments.

10           LAIRD WISE:  Can I submit comments.

11           MR. PACK:  You certainly can.  Why don't

12      you pass them on to Ms. Moran.

13           LAIRD WISE:  Unless I could run copies of

14      it.

15           MR. PACK:  We will take care of that.

16      Unless you need your copy back.

17           LAIRD WISE:  Just my notes.  I'm just

18      wondering how the Town of Trappe can afford a

19      30 to $60 million municipal bond if there is a

20      failure in this program.  That is incumbent on

21      the residents of Trappe of 400.
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1           MR. PACK:  Thank you, sir.  And we'll make

2      sure we get your notes back to you.  Anyone

3      else on that row.

4           REBECCA ELLISON:  Good evening.  Thank you

5      for this opportunity to have a public hearing.

6      My name is Rebecca Ellison.  I don't live in

7      Trappe, I live near Trappe station on the

8      Oxford Road.  I've been in the County since

9      1946 and I was in on pretty much everything

10      that happened.  I'll take Dirck's word for it,

11      it was 2006.  I know that three minutes isn't

12      very much time to talk, and I think there is a

13      lot to say.  I think you have some pretty

14      special experts here, Doctor Harris, Doctor

15      Spitzer.  For the record I'm a doctor too, I'm

16      a microbiologist.  I'm extremely concerned

17      about the aerosols.  I could really talk about

18      the aerosols.  I think you need to look at

19      that.  But I would like to quickly hit the

20      history and say that Dirck was right about the

21      responsibilities and requirements.  The history
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1      on the Town of Trappe is that it really does

2      need help.  We need to love it, we need to help

3      it, we need to financially consult it wise.

4      Their biggest problem when they built their new

5      plant was they found that they had I and I.  I

6      don't remember what half of it but it's

7      infiltration.  It's when your house is leaking

8      into your lawn or the lawn water is leaking in

9      and it's overwhelming the treatment.  So it

10      can -- they built it with a larger capacity but

11      as soon as it was built they found they had

12      that problem connecting every single house.

13      The responsibilities agreement made it very

14      clear that the developers were to be strictly

15      independent from the town.  But we quickly

16      learned that they needed 300 houses worth of

17      affluent.  Now the fix for that is to have

18      incremental systems, that they could not start

19      it de novo.  But I know my time is very

20      limited, I would like to interject a couple of

21      things.  One is that aerosols are the heart and
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1      soul of any biological warfare system.  That

2      coliforms are, oh, just instrumentative coli,

3      not that bad.  But an aerosol is like a cloud.

4      It's where you have a bit of liquid in a

5      droplet and it's carried for miles as clouds

6      are.  When they form aerosols for the

7      Government trying to kill people, the big issue

8      is the size of the droplet.  If they are tiny,

9      which many times a lot of them are, a point,

10      they go deep into your lungs.  And E-coli that

11      would be harmless, you could practically drink

12      it possibly, even though it's fecal stuff.

13      Deep into your lungs it will kill you.  And

14      there is another thing, I know I don't have

15      much time, but consideration on these lagoons

16      is geese.  Geese fly in and they poop.

17      Migratory birds come from all over the place.

18      Let's look at what's happening in China.  Some

19      of the things that geese can bring are all

20      sorts of avian diseases.  We depend on poultry.

21      You have really got to go well beyond the
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1      coliforms and talk to people who can help you

2      understand this.  I sent a lengthy letter to

3      the Department of the Environment and I cited

4      scientific articles saying Legionnaires

5      disease, for example, can come in with goose

6      poop.  Not only bacteria but also viruses and

7      fungal things.  And goose poop can dry out and

8      forms an aerosol, if it's not wet it's just

9      dust.  How wide is this room, 25 feet.  Would

10      you like to live 25 feet from somebody with

11      aerosol.  And one thing about splashing.  Have

12      you ever seen those pretty pictures where you

13      take a drop and it makes a corona of little

14      tiny droplets.  Those are the aerosols that

15      kill you.  Not the big drops but the little

16      tiny ones.  They put a majestic fountain at the

17      end of -- on Battery Park in Manhattan, it was

18      going to be the biggest squirt of water in the

19      world.  Well, the microbiologist made one phone

20      call and shut that thing down.  Because you do

21      not take Hudson River water and then make all
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1      those splash droplets.  I mean they were

2      biological warfaring all of Manhattan.  And I

3      would be so blunt if somebody was putting this

4      thing -- we had some rough weather this

5      weekend.  How can you control the wind for

6      25 feet.  Is that beep saying we're done.

7           MR. PACK:  Yes, ma'am.

8           REBECCA ELLISON:  My recommendation is

9      you've got so much power in this County in

10      terms of people with experience.  I taught

11      medical school, nursing school, I really do

12      know some things that I would like to present

13      to you.  And we need to have -- let's have a

14      symposium where the public gets to talk more.

15      Three minutes, this is complex issue.  Thank

16      you.

17           MR. PACK:  Thank you.  Can I ask a

18      question real quick.  Ray, MDE had a public

19      hearing on this down at the Trappe fire

20      station, correct.

21           RAY CLARKE:  Yes, sir.
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1           MR. PACK:  You don't need to sit down.

2      Could I get a show of hands how many people

3      spoke at the public hearing down at Trappe.  I

4      just want to see.  Thank you.  Let me continue

5      on, on that row.  Next.  Matt.  I'm going to

6      make sure, anybody one else in that row.  Come

7      on up.

8           MATT PLUTA:  Good evening, Mr. Pack and

9      Council.  My name is Matt Pluta.  I work as the

10      Choptank Riverkeeper with Shore Rivers, 14

11      South Washington Street here in Easton.

12           MR. PACK:  Good seeing you, Matt.

13           MATT PLUTA:  We're here to talk about the

14      inconsistencies with this proposal and the

15      County and water sewer comp. plan and the comp.

16      plan, specifically with chapter six as it was

17      cited by previous testimony there.  I want to

18      point out that the Choptank River is impaired

19      already, total nitrogen, total phosphorous,

20      fecal coliform and total sediment.  Three of

21      those elements are within the makeup of this
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1      wastewater that's proposed to be discharged.

2      And then also according to USGS, recent studies

3      there, show that while all the major

4      tributaries around the Chesapeake Bay are

5      improving, the Choptank River is actually the

6      only river that continues to decline in water

7      quality health.  So the Choptank River is

8      getting worse, and we're talking about putting

9      more nutrients in a river that's already

10      impaired.  So from that point alone there is

11      inconsistencies with chapter six from the comp.

12      plan and protecting and restoring water quality

13      impairments.  I don't see how this pollution or

14      this form of new wastewater treatment plant is

15      consistent.  I want to just touch on that in

16      terms of the wastewater treatment plant

17      specifically.  I'm glad the guidelines -- that

18      the MDE's guidelines were brought up earlier

19      today because I'm not sure if you're aware but

20      also within that same document of guidelines

21      for this type of treatment plant it states that
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1      MDE is not to issue a discharge permit until

2      the project is consistent with the County's

3      water and sewer plan.  Remind you, MDE issued a

4      discharge permit in 2006.  So they have already

5      over reached their authority by doing that.

6      Also in those guidelines MDE says that for any

7      wastewater treatment plant that includes spray

8      irrigation, a nutrient management plan is

9      required as part of the application.  We have

10      no idea what's going on to be the fields that

11      the affluent is going to be sprayed on.  That's

12      a huge component of the uptake of the

13      wastewater when it gets on to the fields.  I

14      want to point out this is regulated by MDE and

15      these systems in general theoretically are

16      supposed to have zero discharge at the root

17      zone.  And as a part of my job I monitor these

18      discharge permits throughout the County and

19      throughout the watershed, and I've yet to find

20      one groundwater discharge permit that is in

21      compliance with their record.  Let me point out
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1      the Preserve at Wye Mills, which is right in

2      the County here.  The facility has been in

3      significant non-violation for the past three

4      quarters for exceeding their nitrogen discharge

5      by 336 percent, 238 percent and 364 percent

6      respectively in each quarter.  Also, the Talbot

7      Trailer Park wastewater treatment plant, same

8      technology, also in significant non-violation

9      for discharging more fecal coliform than they

10      are allowed to.  So in theory there should be

11      no discharge at the root zone, but in practice

12      I've yet to see a discharge permit associated

13      with this type of treatment that complies by

14      those rules.  So I just want to point that out.

15           MR. DIVILIO:  Can I ask one question.

16      What about the Talbot County spray irrigation

17      system we have on Kleaver Road.

18           MATT PLUTA:  Is that a --

19           MR. DIVILIO:  Is that in compliance as

20      well.

21           MATT PLUTA:  You have to check with Ray
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1      there.

2           RAY CLARKE:  That's on Klondike.  Yes.

3           MR. DIVILIO:  Klondike.  I was just trying

4      to clarify between County run facilities and

5      neighborhood run facilities.

6           MATT PLUTA:  Right.  The point being there

7      is MDE does have the authority over the

8      discharge permit, which takes it away from the

9      County.  But I would much rather have Ray

10      Clarke managing a wastewater treatment plant

11      than a private developer who has no experience

12      doing this type of work.  So just to point that

13      out.  In closing, I just ask for the

14      recommendation to be that this is not

15      consistent with the comprehensive plan.  Thank

16      you for your time.

17           MR. PACK:  Thank you, Matt.  Appreciate

18      it.  Mr. Anderson, are you next.  If that's all

19      on the left side, I'm going to move over to my

20      right.  Mr. Clarke is there, Mr. Boicourt from

21      the Planning Commission.  No.  Thank you.
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1      Mr. Boicourt, good to see.

2           BILL BOICOURT:  Nice to see you.  I'm here

3      in lieu of our new chairman, Chip Councell, who

4      can't be here.  I just wanted to say that this

5      is an important process.  We considered this

6      last Wednesday at our meeting and we didn't

7      come up with a determination for a lot of

8      reasons that were discussed here.  The thought

9      is that we would recommend to you and we

10      submitted a letter, which is an unusual thing

11      for us to do but it's important that you

12      understand where we are.  We recommended that

13      it be sent back to you and you consider a

14      phased approach.  We have heard various talk of

15      phasing tonight, and I think that needs to be

16      really carefully laid out.  The phase approach

17      will, we hope, provide a mechanism for the

18      County to protect the environment we hope, and

19      in addition to gain some control on what the

20      comprehensive plan talked about, the orderly

21      expansion of the town.  That's used in a number
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1      of places in the comprehensive plan.  In

2      addition, we mentioned in the letter the idea

3      of monitoring.  A lot of talk about monitoring.

4      We meant that in a vague way and we were

5      cautioned by counsel not to be too specific

6      because it may not be in the authority of the

7      County.  But the idea that we as a County, if

8      we can achieve a phased development, again, we

9      have heard this talk about that, then at points

10      along the line, if you have the monitoring,

11      then you can provide a check on that process.

12      And by monitoring, I'm not talking just about

13      fecal coliform and nutrients.  We also have the

14      monitoring of the actual development and impact

15      on the County that people had mentioned on

16      roads, schools, the fire and safety

17      infrastructure, commercial development, public

18      health, we've heard a lot about that, and the

19      environment.  So we felt -- I've had some

20      discussions and we mentioned this in our

21      meeting that perhaps that's not something we
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1      should consider.  But I just want to recall one

2      thing and I'll leave it at that, from the comp.

3      plan, the comp. plan vision starts out with

4      "preserving the rural character."  And we are

5      all fairly familiar with that.  But the last

6      two sentences in the vision, that I even forgot

7      frankly, says "measurably positive results are

8      required and Talbot County's progress towards

9      achieving the vision is monitored.  A

10      monitoring program compares base line data and

11      the goals and objectives of the plan against

12      actual and proposed land use changes."  So

13      that's something we would like to see in the

14      vision how this plays out.  We will hopefully

15      entertain another bill in our next meeting and

16      we may have a little trouble scheduling that.

17      We'll work on that and entertain it as soon as

18      possible.

19           MR. PACK:  Thank you very much,

20      Mr. Boicourt.  I would ask that you ask the

21      chairman if he can schedule a special meeting
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1      around the amendment that we just elected to

2      move on to your committee.  If you all could do

3      that, that way we can --

4           BILL BOICOURT:  I think there is a straw

5      poll going on with that.  We recognize the

6      importance and we hope to do that.

7           MR. PACK:  Let the chairman know we would

8      appreciate if you guys can do that.  Next on

9      that row, Mr. Girard, are you coming up, okay.

10           ALAN GIRARD:  Mr. Pack, members of

11      Council.  My name is Alan Girard, I live at

12      311 --

13           MR. DIVILIO:  Hang on a second,

14      Mr. Girard.  Can I have a second to.

15           ALAN GIRARD:  Yeah.

16           MR. DIVILIO:  Thank you.

17           MR. PACK:  Are you going to be speaking to

18      this document.  Since he's going to be speaking

19      to it, Mr. Divilio, why don't we let him go

20      ahead and move through it for the sake of time.

21           ALAN GIRARD:  It's just an oral summary of
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1      what you got before you, and feel free to take

2      sometime later and review the written

3      comments.  My name is Alan Girard.  I live at

4      311 August Street, Easton, Maryland.  I'm a

5      Talbot County resident.  Today I'm representing

6      the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.  We're at 114

7      South Washington Street in Easton.  Here to

8      commend the County in its interest in

9      protecting water quality.  It's made clear in

10      the County comprehensive plan that Talbot

11      County has a goal to protect and restore water

12      quality and to meet water quality requirements

13      in rivers and streams.  A couple points

14      relative to that comprehensive plan goal, the

15      comprehensive plan being the policy of the

16      County, the Choptank is impaired for nitrogen,

17      phosphorus, sediments, fecal coliform.  All

18      listed as impaired substances in the Choptank

19      River by MDE in the 1990's.  The other point

20      relative to the comprehensive plan and Talbot

21      County's commitment to it is that the Planning
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1      Commission per this proposed sewer plan

2      amendment must certify consistency with the

3      County comprehensive plan.  281 is the

4      resolution, 281 is consistent with the

5      comprehensive plan in many ways.  We just

6      wanted to offer some suggestions to strengthen

7      that consistency and ensure that water quality

8      is protected if the County decides to move

9      forward with the amendment for the water and

10      sewer plan.  State code defines consistency as

11      an action taken that will further and not be

12      contrary to the following items in the plan.

13      Number one, policies.  Two, timing of the

14      implementation of the plan.  Timing of

15      development.  Timing of rezoning.  Development

16      patterns.  Land uses.  And densities or

17      intensities.  The proposed suggestions to amend

18      the proposed resolutions from the Chesapeake

19      Bay Foundation include changes that will help

20      with consistency related to the timing of the

21      development and changes related to the
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1      environmental policies of the comp. plan

2      specifically.  So related to timing, we just

3      heard Mr. Boicourt representing the Planning

4      Commission.  This is a project that includes

5      five phases.  We heard Mr. Showalter describe

6      those.  Five phases implemented over a ten year

7      plan.  Obviously timing of development is at

8      stake here.  And we noted at the Planning

9      Commission discussion there was significant

10      concerns over financial assurance, over

11      management of the plan over that extended

12      period, what is the certainty that the County

13      has that the project will be managed with

14      financial assurance and good management.  We

15      also note that in such a long time horizon for

16      this project technology can change, regulatory

17      obligations can change, citizens’ concerns can

18      change.  So all of these factor into the timing

19      of the development and things that should be

20      considered as you're proposing to update or

21      amend the water and sewer plan.  We did notice
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1      Mr. Showalter said that the project can be

2      implemented in phases and MDE corroborates this

3      idea.  The County engineer also reports that

4      the project can be implemented in phases.

5      Indeed Resolution 281 itself talks about a

6      phased approach.  Our recommendation is to

7      amend the resolution to require a sewer service

8      area reclassification for each phase of

9      development.  This is something that will allow

10      the County to have the checks and oversights

11      that are needed for such an extension, extended

12      time horizon for implementation of this

13      project, to revisit at each phase of

14      development, reclassifying the water and sewer

15      plan designation in accordance with those

16      phases and the community concerns and concerns

17      of Council that you might have.  Our second

18      recommendation in the handout relates to

19      nutrient management.  We note that the Maryland

20      Department of the Environment asserts no

21      discharge at the root zone in the spray
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1      irrigation field.  The application for the

2      state groundwater discharge permit requires

3      that a nutrient management plan be submitted as

4      a reference document in the application.  No

5      nutrient management plan was submitted with

6      that application.  The Maryland Department of

7      Environment has no record of a nutrient

8      management plan.  The Maryland Department of

9      Agriculture has no record of a nutrient

10      management plan.  None has been provided by the

11      Town of Trappe.  None has been provided by the

12      developer.  What a nutrient management plan can

13      do is it can help understand what current

14      conditions are with the proper system, what

15      current conditions are in the field, and what

16      is the nutrient uptake capacity of that system

17      to begin to understand whether a no discharge

18      standard can be met.  Our recommendation is to

19      amend the resolution to require that wastewater

20      is treated under a nutrient management plan

21      that is certified by the Maryland Department of
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1      the Environment to achieve no discharge.  This

2      is something fully within the rights of the

3      County to include in their master water and

4      sewer planning document.  Our third and final

5      point relates to County water quality policy.

6      We note in the project that there is proposed

7      60 day storage for treated affluent.  There

8      will be primary treatment prior to discharge on

9      the spray irrigation field.  The state is

10      proposing a 60 day storage lagoon, to put it

11      simply, and that 60 day storage is put in place

12      to help make sure that the material can be

13      applied safely on days that are appropriate.

14      The Maryland Department of Agriculture

15      prohibits winter application of organic

16      substances December 16th through February 28th

17      of the following year.  That is a 74 day

18      period.  We note that in a year like 2018, even

19      if you were to prohibit winter application

20      during that full 74 day period, you would still

21      have saturated soils and double the rainfall
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1      that we had in that year, that would require

2      you have even more storage to ensure that the

3      treatment system functions effectively and

4      groundwater and surface water is protected.  So

5      our recommendation is that the resolution be

6      amended to require the planned sewer service

7      meets nutrient management requirements and

8      provides adequate storage for treated affluent.

9           MR. DIVILIO:  Is that more stringent than

10      the MDE requirement is now.

11           ALAN GIRARD:  As I understand it, the

12      draft permit being proposed by MDE calls for a

13      60 day storage.  The Maryland Department of

14      Agriculture requires 74 days during the winter

15      months prohibited application of organic

16      substances on farm land in the State of

17      Maryland.  So there is an inconsistency in the

18      regulation.  This is something that if the

19      County is concerned about water quality and

20      protecting the environment, this is something

21      in your authority to include in the County
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1      water and sewer plan, look, we want adequate

2      storage and we're going to specify what it is.

3           MR. DIVILIO:  Do you know how big the

4      storage would be, the lagoons would be, in

5      comparison to what they currently have in

6      Trappe.

7           ALAN GIRARD:  I don't know.  Like I said,

8      I think the proposed storage for the plant

9      that's proposed is 60 days and the winter

10      application storage days would number 74 to

11      meet that winter prohibition standard.

12           MR. PACK:  Thank you, Mr. Girard.

13           ALAN GIRARD:  You're asking compared to

14      the current lagoon in Trappe.  I don't know.

15      Might be somebody that knows like Ray.

16           MR. PACK:  Ray, as the -- thank you,

17      Mr. Girard.  Just want to check with my County

18      engineer.  As the MBR's are phased in, MDE is

19      required to hold additional public hearings,

20      are they not, as the MBR system is --

21           RAY CLARKE:  To my knowledge, no.
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1           MR. PACK:  They are not.  Okay.  That's

2      all I wanted to ask.

3           RAY CLARKE:  I think to answer your

4      question, just under 8 million gallons

5      additional.

6           MS. PRICE:  8 million gallons holds how

7      many days.

8           RAY CLARKE:  That would be about 14 days.

9           MS. PRICE:  14.

10           RAY CLARKE:  Roughly half a million

11      gallons a day, you figure 14, that's

12      7 million gallons.

13           MS. PRICE:  So it's going -- it's got to

14      go up to --

15           RAY CLARKE:  You have to add another eight

16      or 9 million gallons.

17           MR. PACK:  Mr. Anderson, good to see you.

18      Chairperson of our Public Works Advisory

19      Board.  Sir, how are you.

20           BILL ANDERSON:  Thank you, Mr. Pack, very

21      well sir.  How are you.  At least I don't have
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1      my arm in a sling.  My name is Bill Anderson.

2      I reside at 21715 Heavenly Haven Road in

3      Sherwood, Maryland.  I'm appearing as Chair of

4      the Public Works Advisory Board for Talbot

5      County.  We met last week to consider this

6      Resolution 281 prior to the amendment proposed

7      this evening.  Nevertheless we had in front of

8      us the map with the red line struck across it.

9      Can you put that up, please.  Is that possible

10      to put that up.

11           MR. PACK:  I think it's still in there.

12           BILL ANDERSON:  This is the map that

13      Mr. Showalter distributed last week.  Let me --

14      the Public Works Advisory Board, I appeared

15      before the Planning Commission to urge the

16      Planning Commission to take a phased approach.

17      The Publics Works Advisory Board, after that

18      meeting, voted three to one in favor of a

19      phased approach.  At the time there wasn't a

20      great deal of definition about what exactly

21      phasing meant.  Mr. Showalter stated that in
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1      order to locate the sewer infrastructure

2      components that were necessary for the system,

3      the upper part would have to be classified as

4      S1/W1.  I asked him -- he said there was a

5      requirement in COMAR.  I asked him at the

6      meeting what exact provision he was pointing --

7      he could point to to support that.  He was

8      unable to recall what it was.  I subsequently

9      e-mailed him and Mr. Kupersmith and asked again

10      to be pointed to the provision that required

11      that.  Because it occurred to me that we in the

12      County have infrastructure components already

13      for our sewer system that are not in S1 areas.

14      And the reason they are not designated as S1

15      that are necessary to serve S1 designated

16      areas.  I still haven't been provided with the

17      COMAR reference to support why we need such a

18      large S1/W1 area at this time.  I have in front

19      of me the Department of Environment fact sheet

20      for this permit.  The executive summary states

21      as follows.  "The development of the project is
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1      planned to be completed in five separate phases

2      of approximately 400 residential units per

3      phase.  The development of the commercial

4      properties is expected to become included in

5      phases two, three and four.  The proposed

6      wastewater treatment plant will be constructed

7      in phases to be consistent with the size of

8      each phase of the development.  The capacity of

9      each phase of the wastewater treatment plant is

10      expected to be approximately 100,000 gallons

11      per day per phase.  The spray irrigation

12      infrastructure will be constructed in 100,000

13      gallon per day phases as well to support the

14      discharge from each phase of the wastewater

15      treatment plant.  The final phase will be

16      planned for the remaining 140,000 gallons per

17      day.  Phase one, section one, or phase 1A,

18      which is actually that which would be

19      immediately permitted by the state under the

20      proposed permit, may include up to 150 EDU's",

21      that's dwellings, EDU's, "equivalent dwelling
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1      units, with an estimated wastewater demand of

2      37,500 gallons per day."  That's their phase

3      1A.  "The proposed 100,000-gallon per day

4      phases of the wastewater treatment plant can

5      operate with as little as 10 percent of the

6      design flow", as Mr. Showalter said.  So we

7      believe, and I have since polled individually

8      the members of the Publics Works Advisory

9      Board, I've been able to speak with three other

10      members, only missing one of our members.  And

11      the four of us, including myself, are of the

12      view that the finding of consistency should be

13      phased to reflect the timing of the development

14      of the wastewater treatment plant.  And that

15      the initial approval and amendment to the

16      comprehensive water and sewer plan should

17      address only the first 100,000 gallons.  Then

18      we look at the next 100,000 gallons.

19      Compelling reason for this is that once the

20      County approves the comprehensive water and

21      sewer plan, you will have no other means of
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1      assuring that you are kept up-to-date informed

2      or apprised about the pace of development.

3      You'll have no way to know how you should be

4      planning for school or for emergency response,

5      capability in the County, or what you will need

6      to be doing with respect to access roads that

7      maybe fall under the County.  Some of the back

8      roads and so forth may need to be ultimately

9      improved before you get to a population that

10      would fill 2500, 3,000 homes at the location.

11      I think it's important for you to have that

12      look back at the project from time to time.

13      Not to stand in the way of the growth of

14      development of Trappe or the success of this

15      development but rather to assure that you are

16      informed as a responsible legislative body for

17      the County.

18           MS. PRICE:  So the way -- quick question.

19      The way this is mapped down, you can answer or

20      Ray, how many phases are in the S1/W1 and how

21      many are going to be S2/W2.
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1           RAY CLARKE:  It's roughly about three in

2      the S1/W1 area.

3           MS. PRICE:  So what you're suggesting,

4      Mr. Anderson, is to do three phases, those

5      three phases, and do them in thirds rather than

6      half and half.

7           BILL ANDERSON:  Yes, ma'am.

8           MS. PRICE:  Third third.  Well, I guess it

9      would be fifths.

10           BILL ANDERSON:  In fifths really.  The

11      first three phases would be the first

12      three-fifths.

13           MR. PACK:  Thank you very much,

14      Mr. Anderson.  Appreciate your time.  Okay.

15      Suzy, are you coming up.  Moving to our second

16      row.  Leslie, good to see.  Lyndsey, I'm sorry.

17           LYNDSEY RYAN:  Good evening, Council.

18      Sorry, still recovering from a sickness.

19      Lyndsey Ryan, 130 North Washington Street on

20      behalf of the Town of Trappe.  And I have

21      Council members and the Town Manager behind me.
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1      We're here tonight to ask you to approve the

2      resolution as amended and finding that it is

3      consistent with the County comprehensive plan

4      and allow the Town to continue working towards

5      a project that it has been contemplating since

6      the early 2000's.  The Town believes that this

7      resolution is consistent with the County

8      comprehensive plan which has a vision and

9      states "business and residential development

10      should be guided into the incorporated towns."

11      It states that four of the towns within the

12      County are the logical locations for compact

13      development, which this is.  It promotes mixed

14      use.  It states that Trappe is expected to be

15      the County's major growth area.  And it also

16      contemplates spray irrigation to support larger

17      wastewater treatment plants.  I know that there

18      has been some concern and comparing the Town of

19      Trappe to the Wye Mills Preserve, and I believe

20      the big difference there is that's a privately

21      run wastewater treatment plant.  This will be
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1      operated and owned by the Town of Trappe.  In

2      addition, the -- there has been some concern

3      about connecting to the Town of Trappe and

4      whether that was ever contemplated.  Since the

5      beginning and the DRA states that the Lakeside

6      is supposed to have its own stand-alone

7      wastewater treatment plant.  The Town and

8      developer did look into connecting to the Town

9      of Trappe in 2010 area but found that it wasn't

10      feasible and the Town was not interested in

11      increasing their discharge permit into the

12      unnamed tributary of La Trappe Creek.  They

13      found that spray irrigation is more

14      environmentally friendly than increasing their

15      discharge permit.  And to Mr. Anderson's point

16      about the County being apprised of the

17      development that's going on, you all are

18      welcome to come to any Trappe Planning

19      Commission, Trappe Town Council meeting.  In

20      addition, before the Town can issue any

21      building permit, the impact fees have to be
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1      paid to the County.  So that's a way that you

2      all can be apprised of what's going on with the

3      development.

4           MR. PACK:  Lyndsey, can I ask a question.

5      And I've asked you this before with Mr. Clarke

6      in a previous Council meeting regarding the

7      nutrient management plan, whether or not it was

8      mandatory at the time of application filing or

9      whether or not it was something that could be

10      submitted at a later date.  Is that nutrient

11      management plan, is it in the works, is there

12      something we can see within a number of weeks.

13      And, again, to my first question, is it or --

14      is it or is it not required at the time of

15      filing.

16           LYNDSEY RYAN:  MDE has advised us that it

17      was not required at the time of filing.  It is

18      in the works and I expect that a final draft

19      could be delivered to you as soon as it is

20      done.  I don't think it will take that much

21      longer.  I would assume a few weeks.
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1           MR. PACK:  A few weeks.  Okay.  Thank you.

2           LYNDSEY RYAN:  Are there any other

3      questions.

4           MR. PACK:  Any questions for you.  Thank

5      you, appreciate it.  Anyone else on that row.

6      Town Manager is there, Mr. President is there.

7      Mr. Chase, good to see you.  On to the next

8      row.

9           JAY CORVAN:  Good evening, Mr. Pack.

10           MR. PACK:  Good evening.

11           JAY CORVAN:  County Council members and

12      audience.  I'm Jay Corvan.  I live with my

13      wife, Karen Hanish, at 29893 Tarbutton Mill

14      Road, where I'm a Trappe resident and

15      registered practicing architect.  Practice

16      architecture in three local neighboring

17      counties in Maryland for 30 years, and I've

18      been studying and observing these colonial

19      historic towns working with the Maryland

20      Historical Trust actively building and

21      restoring structures in Oxford, Cambridge, St.

Page 121

1      Michaels and Easton.  My wife and I responded

2      to the MDE request for comments in their

3      required period.  We do have legal standing.

4      We have lived in our current Trappe property

5      for 35 years.  We live about one half mile from

6      the proposed septic area.  The issue we're

7      discussing tonight is a problem that truthfully

8      should not have happened at all.  We County

9      residents who oppose this development in close

10      proximity to our own houses and homes should

11      not have to defend our own turf time after

12      time.  We are here for the second time in 15

13      years.  We're tired of defending our land and

14      waters from over development.  But we feel

15      these complex and integral environmental

16      watershed matters are best handled by experts.

17      My wife and I believe that we need new neutral

18      input from a professional consultant to settle

19      the potential downside of the proposed septic

20      plan.  Here's a few things that I think we need

21      to have happen.  We think that a new fresh
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1      opinion is needed to solve environmental

2      problems facing Trappe East development.  We

3      think there is a reason to question the

4      neutrality of the MDE approved system in this

5      matter.  MDE has a history of over reach on

6      this project.  We think that moving the septic

7      field away from the Miles River watershed to

8      avoid irreparable catastrophe or collapse of

9      the lagoon makes the most practical sense.  We

10      would also rather see a more durable septic

11      disposal field design that does not use spray

12      irrigation but more traditionally use

13      underground disposal waste system.  While the

14      septic application is not considered critical

15      area, it's suggested that a minimum -- or we

16      would like to suggest a 500-foot riparian

17      buffer be required.  We suggest that the plant

18      becomes decentralized, no central point of

19      distribution.  In other words we would like to

20      see the septic plants moved to where the Town

21      grows.  This means that three or five smaller
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1      plants, it would mean a smaller point source

2      and more distributed area for absorption of the

3      pollution.  We suggest the operation of the

4      septic plant be fully performance bonded for 20

5      years.  We support Shore Rivers and Chesapeake

6      Bay Foundation who bring up excellent points

7      regarding the development of septic impact.  We

8      agree with their assessments and endorse their

9      efforts.  In these matters and in most

10      community health issues we rely on planning and

11      zoning to be responsible to shape these

12      developments and not to acquiesce.  Talbot

13      County Planning and Zoning by a County Council

14      mandate should be guaranteeing the following

15      principals.  Protection of public health and

16      environmental hazards.  Securing all issues of

17      public safety.  Assuring town design continuity

18      with the historic fabric, building height and

19      area.  Guaranteeing high quality public

20      facilities infrastructure, road construction,

21      et cetera.  We advocate that the development of
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1      new modern zoning tools and environmental tools

2      for the County to secure these community

3      interests.  We would like to call your

4      attention to a new based type of zoning called

5      form based zoning, developed in the 1980's, has

6      become standard practice in many historic

7      areas, which can guarantee better town

8      developments, compatibility and performance.

9      The Trappe East development could have

10      benefited greatly from these updated zoning

11      tools.  All this year and half of last year

12      I've been volunteering and collaborating with

13      County planners and Easton City planners to

14      propose such updated zoning and performance

15      standards.  I am hoping that the County and the

16      City of Easton will agree to work together on

17      this important regional vision.  The current

18      planners seem to be willing to do so.  I will

19      come before Council and Zoning Commission in

20      the future to discuss this idea.  Finally, I

21      encourage the commissioners to vote to decline
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1      this application but work with the developer on

2      alternate schemes to improve the performance

3      and vision of this development.  Thank you.

4           MR. PACK:  Thank you, Mr. Corvan.  Anyone

5      else on that row.  Okay.  Move to the next row

6      then.  The next bench.  No.  Okay.  And finally

7      the very rear.  Anyone back there who is hiding

8      back there.  No.  Okay.  Council, we heard a

9      lot of testimony here this evening.  We do have

10      an amendment that was introduced to go back to

11      the Planning Commission.  I will ask that we

12      not take a vote on 281 until the Planning

13      Commission has had a chance to review the

14      amendment offered up regarding a phase in

15      approach, which was their recommendation back

16      to us and we're now passing it back on to them.

17      Again, we're asking that they try to schedule

18      an emergency or a special meeting so we can get

19      this resolved as quickly as possible.  Okay.

20      With that being said.

21           MR. LESHER:  Mr. Pack, is any -- is any
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1      content of this amendment relevant to the

2      Public Works Advisory Board and their further

3      opinion on this.

4           MR. PACK:  Mr. Anderson, would you all

5      want to pick this up as well on your next

6      meeting.

7           BILL ANDERSON:  Yes.

8           MR. PACK:  We're going to send it over to

9      Mr. Anderson and the board as well.  Mr. Clarke

10      will take care of that scheduling for that.  I

11      think we looked at these maps at our last

12      meeting, did we not.  All right.  So they will

13      get it as well.  Anything further, Council,

14      before we move on.  Anybody need a break.  We

15      good.

16           SECRETARY:  Mr. Pack, are you going to

17      continue the public hearing on this matter.

18           MR. PACK:  What's the Council's pleasure.

19      Take initial comment.

20           MR. LESHER:  Well, depending on what we

21      hear from the Planning Commission or the Public
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1      Works Advisory Board, we may hear something

2      different and I think we ought to be able to

3      hear from the public additionally on those

4      matters.

5           MR. PACK:  We will keep it open and we

6      will entertain -- can we get this back in by

7      the 25th, Mr. Boicourt?  No, we can't.  Ms.

8      O'Donnell is saying no.

9           MS. O'DONNELL:  I believe they are looking

10      at the end, possibly the end of the second week

11      of March.  So potentially -- the third week of

12      March.  So March 24th would potentially be the

13      next meeting that it could be heard.

14           MR. PACK:  So we'll get this back on the

15      24th then.

16           MS. PRICE:  That's a month and a half

17      away.  More than that.

18           MR. PACK:  Let's keep the public written

19      comment open until, I don't have a calendar in

20      front of me.

21           SECRETARY:  Friday would be the 14th, you
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1      got the 21st.

2           MR. PACK:  We'll keep the written comment

3      portion open until this Friday.  So if anyone

4      has any additional comment they want Council to

5      look at.

6           MR. LESHER:  Did you mean -- so that they

7      could hear the work -- the outcome of the

8      Public Works Advisory Board, did you mean the

9      Friday before that meeting.

10           MR. PACK:  I did say that initially.

11      That's what I wanted to happened.  I'm getting

12      myself confused here.  We'll keep the public

13      comment portion open until the Friday after the

14      public -- after the Planning Commission has had

15      a chance to --

16           MS. PRICE:  And that's in March, am I

17      hearing it.  March, not February.

18           MS. O'DONNELL:  The Planning Commission

19      meets once a month.  Sorry, yes, once a month.

20           MS. PRICE:  I thought they met the

21      first --
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1           MS. O'DONNELL:  There is not a quorum for

2      the first -- their normal meeting in March can

3      not happen because there's not a quorum because

4      of various personal commitments by the Planning

5      Commission members.  So they are considering

6      having a special meeting in March instead of

7      delaying it until the first week of April.  So

8      they are talking about the third week of March.

9      It still hasn't been scheduled yet, which would

10      mean it could be here on the 25th.

11           MR. PACK:  That's as soon as they can get

12      it.

13           MS. O'DONNELL:  Sorry, the 24th.

14           MS. PRICE:  You don't have a quorum for

15      the rest of February at all.  Like next week or

16      something.

17           MR. PACK:  Okay.  So we'll --

18           MR. HOLLIS:  Mr. Verdery is --

19           MARY KAY VERDERY:  We can't make our

20      advertising requirement of 15 days in advance

21      to be able to do something in February.  And
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1      the next meeting that we would have enough

2      Planning Commission members available would be

3      March 19th or 20th.

4           MS. PRICE:  So I mean sometimes we have to

5      do emergency meetings and things like that.

6      Since it's just to meet on this one issue that

7      you've already met on to look at one of our

8      amendments, you're not allowed to meet for that

9      one specific issue.

10           MARY KAY VERDERY:  We had another project

11      that was scheduled for March that we would like

12      to be able to accommodate what was already

13      scheduled for March in addition to this, and

14      that would require --

15           MR. PACK:  It's not going to meet your

16      advertisement requirements, you don't have a

17      quorum of your members to hold that meeting

18      until March.  We have to wait until you can do

19      so.  So we'll pick this back up for the

20      24th meeting in March.  We'll keep the public

21      comment open until that Friday.
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1           SECRETARY:  March 20th.

2           MR. PACK:  March 20th.  Thank you.  Didn't

3      have a calendar in front of me.  So written

4      comment will stay open until the 20th of March.

5      Yes, Mr. Harris.

6           STEVEN HARRIS:  Would you be kind enough

7      to let Mrs. Moran show a 40 second video of

8      what --

9           MR. PACK:  She could send -- we can view

10      it on our tablets.  She will send it to us.

11           STEVEN HARRIS:  It's right here for

12      everyone to see, please.

13           MR. PACK:  I understand your position, I

14      understand your passion, I understand your

15      concern.  We have other members here for other

16      public hearings.  She will send it to us.  We

17      will see it.

18           STEVEN HARRIS:  It is here.  I can

19      explain where the drain fields are going, what

20      the slope looks like.

21           MR. PACK:  I understand, Mr. Harris.
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1           STEVEN HARRIS:  It's in front of you

2      also.  That's what they are putting in

3      jeopardy.

4           MR. PACK:  Okay.  So this public hearing

5      is not closed.  We'll pick it up on the 24th of

6      March.  Moving on to our next public hearing.

7      If you wouldn't mind leaving quietly, please,

8      Council is still in session.  Madam Secretary,

9      Council is going into recess for three minutes,

10      a three minute recess.

11           (Short recess was taken.)

12           MR. PACK:  Okay, Council is now back in

13      session.  Thank you very much.  We're moving on

14      with our next public hearing, resolution.  This

15      is Resolution 282.  Madam Secretary, would you

16      please read the resolution, the title.

17           SECRETARY:  Resolution Number 282, a

18      resolution to amend the Talbot County

19      comprehensive water and sewer plan, to

20      reclassify and remap real property located at

21      24500 Roles Range Road, St. Michaels, Maryland,
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1      21663, further described as tax map 23, parcel

2      41, from unprogrammed to S1 immediate priority

3      status.

4           MR. PACK:  Thank you very much, Madam

5      Secretary.  The Chair will entertain at this

6      time any amendments to Resolution 282.

7           MR. LESHER:  Mr. Pack, I have an amendment

8      to offer.

9           MR. PACK:  Yes, sir.

10           MR. LESHER:  An amendment to amend the

11      Talbot County comprehensive water and sewer

12      plan to reclassify and remap real property

13      located at 25400 Roles Range Road, St. Michaels

14      Maryland, 21663, further described as tax map

15      21, parcel 41 from unprogrammed to S1 immediate

16      priority status.

17           MR. CALLAHAN:  That was map 23.  You said

18      21.

19           MR. LESHER:  Thank you.  Map 23, parcel

20      41.  The additions are an additional whereas,

21      "whereas on February 5th, 2020 the Talbot
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1      County Planning Commission held a hearing to

2      determine if this resolution as drafted is

3      consistent with the comprehensive plan.  At

4      such hearing the owner agreed to amend his

5      request such that only a portion of the

6      property will be reclassified and remapped from

7      the current classification of unprogrammed to

8      S1, immediate priority status, as reflected on

9      the amended Exhibit A attached hereto.  The

10      Planning Commission found such amended request

11      consistent with the comprehensive plan and

12      referred this matter back to the County Council

13      for further action."  Further amendment in

14      section two.  I'll read the section and

15      emphasize what is amended.  "The Talbot County

16      comprehensive water and sewer plan, the plan,

17      is amended to reclassify and remap", new words,

18      "a portion of", continue on with the former

19      text, "the property from the current

20      classification of unprogrammed to S1, immediate

21      priority status, as shown and described on the
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1      comprehensive water and sewer plan worksheet

2      prepared by the Talbot County Department of

3      Public Works dated", strike out September 6,

4      2019, insert "February 11, 2020", resume with

5      the former text "and attached thereto as"

6      insert "amended Exhibit A."

7           MR. PACK:  Thank you very much,

8      Mr. Lesher.  Any Council comment at this time

9      on the amendment that's being offered.

10      Mr. Anderson, I know you're here, I know you're

11      going to come up in a moment.  I don't think

12      the Public Works Advisory Board has seen this

13      amendment at all that's being offered this

14      evening as of yet.

15           BILL ANDERSON:  Not before our meeting,

16      no, sir.

17           MR. PACK:  Just want to make sure that was

18      the case.  Any additional comment or -- about

19      the amendment.  Hearing none, the Chair would

20      now ask for a show of hands who wants to

21      introduce the amendment at this time.  Madam

Page 136

1      Secretary, by Council.  This amendment will now

2      go back to the Public Works Advisory Board as

3      well as to the Planning Commission.  So

4      Mr. Boicourt, you guys have another matter to

5      address at the March meeting.  And we'll hear

6      back from them as soon as possible.  Yes.

7           MS. O'DONNELL:  Mr. Pack, just to be

8      clear, the Planning Commission deemed this

9      consistent.  The Planning Commission doesn't

10      need --

11           MR. PACK:  They don't need to pick this up

12      again.  Thank you for the correction.  It will

13      go back to the Public Works -- not back to, it

14      will go to the Public Works Advisory Board for

15      their consideration.  So we'll get that to you.

16      So the amendment has now been introduced.  And

17      we'll now move on to a public hearing on

18      Resolution 282.  You heard the reading thereof.

19      Ground rules still stand as we outlined

20      earlier.  We'll start on the left side of the

21      room.  Anyone on Resolution 282.  Yes, sir,
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1      come forward and give your name and address.

2           WILL WORKMAN:  Willard Workman at 24500

3      Roles Range Road, St. Michaels.  I'm the

4      property owner.  There is a very compelling

5      need to extend sewage service to that part of

6      the Roles Range corridor.  The soil types are

7      extremely poor.  We had a very difficult time

8      getting the land perc test.  A year ago when we

9      had seven feet of rain from I guess late summer

10      in through the winter, virtually all the

11      systems, including mine, were saturated.  I

12      noticed a very nice green patch of grass

13      growing next to my septic system and that was a

14      rather tell tail clue.  The reality is looking

15      down the road the projection for large weather

16      events, heavy rains and all, is likely to

17      increase, not decrease.  So there's a really

18      compelling need not just for Roles Range

19      corridor but for others to move to replacing

20      septic with sewer connections.  So I strongly

21      commend the County for moving this forward and
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1      to get me connected to the sewer system.  For

2      the record, the sixth paragraph of the

3      Resolution 282, is this still part of the

4      official record what the Planning Commission

5      reviewed?

6           MR. PACK:  Yes.

7           WILL WORKMAN:  The sixth.

8           MR. PACK:  I'm assuming if you're reading

9      the same one.

10           WILL WORKMAN:  The sixth paragraph

11      whereas, is that part of still of the

12      official --

13           MR. DIVILIO:  Whereas in May of 2003, page

14      two.

15           WILL WORKMAN:  The dispute resulted in

16      litigation.  The sixth paragraph.

17           MR. DIVILIO:  Oh, yes.

18           WILL WORKMAN:  There is substantial errors

19      in that.  For the record, the statement was

20      made in paragraph six, it says "since starting

21      work on the accessory workshop and studio", in
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1      late 2002 by way, "owner has not pursued

2      amendments to the Talbot County zoning

3      ordinance that might authorize use of such

4      accessory structures for guest accommodations."

5      Mr. Andy Hollis is here tonight and can tell

6      you directly I sponsored a bill in late 2002

7      for Historic Inns.  That was reviewed by the

8      Historic Preservation and recommended for

9      approval, as did the Planning Commission kin

10      late 2002.  It reached County Council June of

11      2003.  Under an unusual set of circumstance the

12      bill was killed, improperly.  We met with Andy

13      Hollis in Council chambers on July 18, 2018 --

14      excuse me, 2003.  So we met, Andy hosted a

15      meeting in Council chambers July 18, 2003 and

16      he said he had Council member, Peter Carroll,

17      ready to introduce a new bill for the

18      historic -- excuse me for the adaptive reuse of

19      historic buildings.  It was broader in scope.

20      Mine was only for inns.  As Andy pointed out,

21      it would be far broader in scope.  So I was
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1      instrumental in the follow-up bill, which

2      became part of the HRO provisions.  That was

3      adopted, we applied twice, 2006, 2009, went

4      before the HPC Planning Commission, never got

5      to the Council.  So I spent years trying to do

6      zoning amendments and changes, and in recent

7      years I've been trying to work with Governor

8      Hogan's office to resolve this issue with this

9      crazy provision.  In 2008 the Critical Area

10      Commission had this very strange provision

11      that -- to grant a new LDA you had to be

12      adjacent to an existing one.  And they wouldn't

13      give me relief and they said it applied to

14      buildings built years before the change.  And

15      even your Attorney General said it was a very

16      strange idea on the part of the State making a

17      provision retroactive.

18           MR. PACK:  Thank you, Mr. Workman.  Thank

19      you, sir, we appreciate it.  Anyone else on

20      that row.  Where are we.  Moving on the right

21      side.  Anyone else on the right said on 282.
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1      First row.  Second.  Third.  Anyone at all on

2      282.  Okay.  Council, as we did on 281, I'm

3      going to ask that we go ahead and hold this

4      public hearing open to allow the Public Works

5      Advisory Board to review the amendment and then

6      get us back their -- you were reaching for the

7      mic, I thought I was wrong.  Give us back their

8      recommendation.  We'll set this back in -- I

9      know the one on March 24th, meeting along

10      with --

11           MS. O'DONNELL:  I was going to suggest we

12      put it on for March 10th, because we don't have

13      to wait as long as March 24 as --

14           MR. PACK:  Are you good with that,

15      Mr. Clarke.

16           RAY CLARKE:  Yes.

17           MR. PACK:  We will move this up two weeks

18      earlier then, get this in on the 10th.  That's

19      fine.  And likewise if there are any other

20      written public written comment, we'll take --

21      written comment, we'll take that up on that
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1      Friday of March 10th meeting.

2           SECRETARY:  Friday, March 6th.

3           MR. PACK:  Friday, March 6th.  Any other

4      written comment, we'll take it up until Friday

5      March 6th on 281.  Okay.  Thank you very much.

6      Council, another matter before us for a public

7      hearing is Bill 1441.  Madam Secretary, when

8      you're ready.

9           SECRETARY:  Bill number 1441, a bill to

10      authorize Talbot County, Maryland, the County,

11      to borrow not more than $24,795,000 in order to

12      finance and refinance improvements to the

13      planning, design and construction, and

14      furnishing of a new Easton elementary school,

15      and the demolition of the existing elementary

16      school and to effect such borrowing by the

17      issuance and sale of one or more series of its

18      general obligation boards payable from ad

19      valorem taxes to be levied by County, exempting

20      the bonds from the provision of sections 19-205

21      and 19-206 of the local government article of
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1      the Annotated Code of Maryland authorizing the

2      consolidation of separate series of bonds into

3      one or more bonds, authorizing the refunding of

4      such bonds and relating generally to the

5      issuance and sale of such bonds for such

6      purposes.

7           MR. PACK:  Thank you very much, Madam

8      Secretary.  Ms. Lane, good to see you.

9           ANGELA LANE:  Good evening, Council.

10           MR. PACK:  Translate for us.

11           MS. PRICE:  I hope you went home and took

12      a break and came back.

13           ANGELA LANE:  No.  This bill is required

14      under our charter and Maryland Code to enable

15      the Council to borrow our local -- a portion of

16      our local share of the Easton elementary school

17      project.  The total local share is $30 million.

18      We're planning on borrowing $24,795,000 to fund

19      the remainder of our share of the Easton

20      elementary school project.

21           MR. PACK:  Okay.  All right.  Okay.  We
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1      will start with the public hearing.  Again,

2      ground rules remain the same.  We'll start on

3      the left side of the room.  Anyone on Bill

4      1441.  Okay.  Anyone on the right side of the

5      room on Bill 1441.  No.  Lot of money, folks.

6      Lot of money.  Okay.  Council, we're going to

7      go ahead and close the public hearing on Bill

8      1441 at this time.  1441 is eligible to be

9      moved to third reader at this time.  If there

10      is a motion to do so, the Chair would

11      entertain.

12           MS. PRICE:  So moved.

13           MR. DIVILIO:  Second.

14           MR. PACK:  Motion by Mrs. Lane -- motion

15      by Mrs. Price, seconded by Mr. Callahan to move

16      Bill 1441 to third reader.  If there is no

17      objection.  Hearing none, Madam Secretary, will

18      you please read Bill 1441 for third reader.

19           SECRETARY:  Bill 1441.

20           MS. PRICE:  I ask that so much be

21      considered a reading.
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1           MR. PACK:  Any objection.  Hearing none,

2      Bill 1441 is now before the Council for final

3      vote.  Any comment on 1441 before the vote is

4      taken.  I'll just say this is a big

5      undertaking.  This is the Council's portion of

6      Easton elementary school.  As Ms. Lane stated,

7      our portion, all of us, our portion at

8      $30 million.  I went past the school the other

9      day and they are making just fantastic

10      progress.  I know Mr. Callahan is our liaison

11      to that project.  My understanding is that come

12      spring break the Dobson building, I believe,

13      will be emptied out, Mr. Callahan and then they

14      will move into the new facility.  And then once

15      school closes for the year, the kids will come

16      out of course and then the other building will

17      come down.  So moving along as planned.  I

18      think everything is on track with the project

19      from what I understand.  Okay.  That's all my

20      comments.  Bill 1441 is now before Council for

21      final vote.  Madam Secretary, please call your
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1      roll.

2           SECRETARY:  Mr. Pack.

3           MR. PACK:  Aye.

4           SECRETARY:  Mr. Divilio.

5           MR. DIVILIO:  Aye.

6           SECRETARY:  Mr. Callahan.

7           MR. CALLAHAN:  Aye.

8           SECRETARY:  Ms. Price.

9           MS. PRICE:  Aye.

10           SECRETARY:  Mr. Lesher.

11           MR. LESHER:  Aye.

12           MR. PACK:  Okay.  1442 we pushed back for

13      public hearing until the 25th.

14           MR. LESHER:  Mr. Pack, are we going to

15      give an opportunity for everybody who happens

16      to be who might not be able to be on the 25th.

17           MR. PACK:  Well, we do have our public

18      comment session, so yes, we will.

19           MR. LESHER:  We can't do that at this

20      point.

21           MR. PACK:  It wouldn't be fair to those
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1      people who did not show up for the public

2      hearing.  Public comment is two pages back.  I

3      understand what you're saying, I'll take any

4      public comment at that time.  Because we're

5      postponing this until the 25th, to have someone

6      else speak now would be disenfranchising those

7      that --

8           MR. LESHER:  -- they were expected to be

9      here.

10           MR. PACK:  I certainly understand.

11           MS. PRICE:  When we made the announcement,

12      some might have left.  But we're going to have

13      some discussion --

14           MR. PACK:  I'll entertain any discussion

15      at this time or any amendments at this time if

16      anyone has any amendment to 1442 they wish to

17      offer into introduction if those are ready, as

18      we did previously with Resolution 281 and

19      Resolution 282.  If there is any amendments,

20      we'll certainly entertain those at this time.

21           MS. PRICE:  Do they need be to officially
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1      introduced or can we talk about a couple of

2      them in conceptual phases so that people

3      understand what they are.  Okay, so I'll tell

4      you why.  There is two that are identical

5      except for one word, and I don't think both of

6      them are going to be introduced.  I think over

7      the next couple of weeks we can figure it out.

8      So I can read one and tell you what the other

9      word is and that's the one piece we need to

10      figure out.

11           MR. PACK:  We could introduce whatever one

12      you want to do.

13           MS. PRICE:  I don't want to official

14      introduce it because I think Council needs

15      to -- it was just in the last 24 hours.  I

16      think Council hasn't had an opportunity to --

17      not introduce -- let me explain, you'll see.

18           MR. CALLAHAN:  We can introduce both of

19      them.  We can introduce both of them and just

20      let the public hear it.

21           MR. PACK:  And we'll talk about --
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1           MS. PRICE:  The preamble is that Ms.

2      O'Donnell and myself and Ms. Windon met at

3      length yesterday to talk about how -- since

4      Talbot County is different and this is a

5      departure to allow unlimited alcohol without a

6      food component.  And I'm not necessarily for,

7      you know, requiring food.  I don't know that

8      that really works in her location.  But I

9      personally would be comfortable with some type

10      of limitation.  Hopefully I'm stating this

11      correctly, Ms. Windon.  That your purpose was

12      so that people could sample the rum and other

13      spirits in a manner they might be drinking the

14      cocktail itself.  I don't want to go do shots.

15      That doesn't taste good to me --

16           MR. PACK:  For the sake of time, could you

17      give us the amendment, please.

18           MS. PRICE:  I know, but I think she is in

19      agreement with the amendment.  So I think it's

20      important to state that we did that.  So that

21      was the purpose behind wanting this bill to
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1      pass so people could sample in a proper way.

2      So what I am proposing is it says -- so under

3      A, distillery, class K, one, general

4      provisions, "a class K distillery on premises

5      license shall be issued only to a distillery as

6      defined in this chapter to authorize the holder

7      thereof to sell at retail mixed drinks made

8      from liquor that the holder has produced that

9      is mixed with other nonalcoholic ingredients

10      for consumption on the premises of the

11      distillery only."  And here's the extra part.

12      "However, the holder shall only be entitled to

13      serve ever individual a total of not more than

14      6-ounces of liquor -- 6-ounces liquor the

15      holder has produced", and here's the

16      difference, it's going to be inclusive or

17      exclusive.  Right now I'm reading "inclusive of

18      any sampling allowed pursuant to the Code of

19      Maryland per visit."  So currently you can

20      sample 2-ounces, I believe it's four half ounce

21      tastings, at no charge of the spirits.  So what
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1      we talked about yesterday was being able to do

2      a flight of three small cocktails, for example,

3      6-ounce cocktails with one and a half or

4      2-ounces or so of alcohol in them to be able to

5      sample, like I said a flight, most people know

6      what a flight is.  And we had discussion

7      whether or not it should be inclusive or

8      exclusive of the 2-ounces additional of

9      basically the straight shots.

10           MR. PACK:  So your amendment is to --

11           MR. CALLAHAN:  I think the difference is

12      is Mrs. Price's inclusive, hers is exclusive.

13           MS. PRICE:  Correct.  So if it's

14      exclusive, you would get 6-ounces of mixed

15      drinks and 2-ounces of straight shots.  So I

16      think that that's -- I'm going to introduce

17      this 6-ounces inclusive.  Because, again, per

18      the conversation yesterday, you have different

19      customers.  Most people, as she stated, aren't

20      going to do both.  If you were going to go

21      sample straight shots, you're going to sample
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1      straight shots and you probably don't want the

2      fruity rum punch.  Vice versa, I would be one

3      who would probably want to sample as a cocktail

4      and not necessarily the straight shots.  To be

5      honest with you, 8-ounces of hard alcohol is

6      going to get people a little loopy.  So I slept

7      on it and I'm more comfortable with 6-ounces

8      inclusive, but I would like Council to have the

9      opportunity.  That's where we were kind of

10      trying to decide whether it would be inclusive

11      or exclusive.  In general, in theory,

12      Ms. Windon seemed to be amenable to this type

13      of amendment, and I believe also you stated

14      that that would be better than a food option

15      for you, for your business, because that would

16      require a whole lot more undertaking.  I hope I

17      characterized our visit yesterday properly.

18           MR. PACK:  So I think we have that

19      amendment in our --

20           MS. PRICE:  Yes, you do.

21           MR. PACK:  Are there any other additional
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1      amendments to 1442.  Before I do that, let me

2      go for a show of hands for that particular

3      amendment to be introduced at this time.  By

4      Mrs. Price.  Any additional amendments to 1442.

5           MR. DIVILIO:  I'll go ahead and offer the

6      amendment, the second amendment, with -- you

7      want it inclusive.  So exclusive of any

8      sampling allowed pursuant to the code.

9           MR. CALLAHAN:  That was the second

10      amendment.

11           MS. PRICE:  Other than that, they are

12      identical.

13           MR. PACK:  Okay.  And that was exclusive.

14           MR. DIVILIO:  Yes.

15           MR. PACK:  By show of hands for

16      introduction for that amendment.  Mr. Divilio

17      and Mr. Callahan.  Any additional amendments to

18      1442.  Okay.  There we go, those are the two

19      amendments introduced for 1442 at this time.

20      Okay.

21           MR. DIVILIO:  Mr. Pack, I'm sorry, we've
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1      gone this far.  My kids are already asleep in

2      bed.  Is it possible that we could at least

3      hear anybody who is from here who would like to

4      speak at this time who is prepared to speak who

5      might have words put in their mouth.

6           MR. PACK:  Might have words put in their

7      mouth.  We do have a public hearing.  Let's get

8      through the next couple items very quickly, and

9      then anyone who wishes to speak on any item can

10      do so --

11           MS. PRICE:  He's saying give them an

12      opportunity.

13           MR. PACK:  Yes, we will.

14           JAIME WINDON:  I can wait.

15           MR. PACK:  Okay.  Next matter before

16      Council, update on the provision for short term

17      rentals.  This is under bill number 1434.

18           MIGUEL SALINAS:  Good evening, Mr. Pack,

19      members of the Council.  I'll be brief.  In

20      September of last year the County Council

21      enacted Bill number 1434 which provided for
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1      provisional licenses to certain short term

2      rental applicants if they met specific

3      criteria.  That criteria included that they

4      were diligently pursuing their application and

5      they had a 2018 license and they had their

6      environmental health inspections approved and

7      there was no suspension of their license or any

8      other severe penalty.  And that legislation

9      took effect at the end of November.  As of

10      today, we have issued five provisional

11      licenses.  Out of the, I believe, 12 or so that

12      qualified at that time that the legislation was

13      approved by the Council in September of last

14      year, six of those -- six licenses actually

15      were issued before that legislation took effect

16      at the end of November.  So we are down to

17      five.  At least two of them I think are ready

18      for reinspection to -- after they have

19      addressed their safety noncompliance issues.

20      Another one is maybe ready before the end of

21      March.  The provisional license expires either
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1      at the time they get their actual short term

2      rental license or by March 1st, whichever one

3      occurs first.  So they have until March 1st to

4      address what our safety compliance -- not

5      compliance, issues remaining.  There are a

6      couple applicants that may not meet that

7      March 1st deadline.  They are aware of that.

8      They are looking at solutions to their issues.

9      I would like to point out of the five that

10      received notice that they had a provisional

11      licenses, one house was constructed in 1863,

12      another one was 1940, and a third one was 1900,

13      the fourth one was 1933, and the fifth one was

14      1840.  By far the biggest issue of all those

15      that qualified for provisional licenses were

16      the windows, emergency escape and rescue

17      openings.  There were a couple of properties,

18      one 1933 property, on Yacht Club Road and the

19      other 1840 property on Judiths Garden Road that

20      had issues related to the head room from the

21      stair way tread to the ceiling as well as
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1      stairway width.  So the other ones were window

2      issues.  So I thought you might be interested

3      in knowing a little bit of that information as

4      well.

5           MR. PACK:  Thank you.  The provisional

6      licenses that were issued, do we know if they

7      have already started renting with those

8      licenses.

9           MIGUEL SALINAS:  Yeah.  They all -- with

10      the exception of one, they received a

11      provisional license but they are not renting.

12      With the exception of that one, the other four

13      are renting and they are aware that that

14      expiration is March 1st.  So that's a hard

15      deadline in the legislation that was passed.

16      So we will assess that March 1st.  After that

17      they can't rent or they are subject to penalty.

18           MR. PACK:  And the other seven on the

19      list, they have received their permanent

20      license at this time.

21           MIGUEL SALINAS:  That's correct.  They all
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1      have their regular licenses.

2           MR. PACK:  They made the necessary

3      corrective changes that were required.

4           MIGUEL SALINAS:  Correct.  There was one

5      applicant who was actually denied their

6      license.  Part of that had to do with the fact

7      that before the legislation was passed Code

8      enforcement had actually issued the 12 month

9      penalty in terms of reapplying for their

10      license and we couldn't go back on that.

11           MR. PACK:  Okay.  Well, good.  So it seems

12      like it worked.  I mean we got those -- gave

13      them time and it seemed that a majority of them

14      made those corrections and hopefully the

15      remaining five will likewise do so.  You said

16      they have been notified in writing or verbally

17      that March 1 is their deadline.

18           MIGUEL SALINAS:  Yeah, they all have and

19      we're working with each one to try to get them

20      reinspected, the ones that are ready to try to

21      get to that deadline.
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1           MR. PACK:  Nobody is out of town, nobody

2      is on vacation, nobody is going to say --

3           MIGUEL SALINAS:  Right.

4           MR. CALLAHAN:  Miguel, with that being

5      said, they are waiting to be reinspected, are

6      they also waiting for some of the adjustments

7      that we're making with amendments on some --

8           MIGUEL SALINAS:  One of them is.  One of

9      them is deciding whether or not -- they

10      probably won't meet the March 1st deadline, so

11      they are aware if legislation is introduced

12      based on the work session the Council had,

13      based on the Council's recommendations moving

14      forward, if there is legislation drafted and

15      it's approved to allow some -- allow some ways

16      that they may be in compliance with issues such

17      as the height from the tread to the ceiling,

18      for example, that that is an option that they

19      may wait.  But they are aware that if they do

20      that that they can't rent for March 1st until

21      whenever that legislation takes effect, if it's
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1      approved.

2           MR. CALLAHAN:  Fair enough.

3           MR. PACK:  Miguel, thank you very much for

4      the update.  Appreciate it.  And hopefully they

5      will get those changes in.  Okay.  Council,

6      next matter is a request to increase emergency

7      medical service coverage.  Clay Stamp is here,

8      Director of Emergency Services.  I don't see

9      Brian in the room.

10           CLAY STAMP:  Thank you, Mr. Council

11      President and members of the Council.  I'm here

12      this evening to talk on a very important public

13      safety matter.  I put a memo in your packet.

14      The purpose of my visit with you this evening

15      is to have a discussion and a request that I be

16      given the ability to use $39,000 to add a

17      sixth EMS crew during peak period time.  I want

18      to talk a little bit about the background

19      associated with this request with you.

20      Obviously our commitment, your commitment in

21      this County, is second to few.  We have five
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1      units 24 hours a day dedicated paramedics that

2      respond.  We have a supervisor on 24 hours a

3      day.  And we have reached a point where the

4      number of periods of saturation where all five

5      crews are tied up has been increasing over the

6      last number of years.  We've had conversations

7      about the importance of addressing this and

8      adding a sixth crew at some point.  We have

9      tried a number of things to insure that we're

10      running the system that we have as efficient as

11      possible, but there are some challenges I want

12      to discuss with you that is forcing me to ask

13      you to consider this request.  A couple of

14      pieces of background that I'll share with you

15      is that since the implementation of the EMS

16      system in Talbot County, and the national

17      standard that is followed by states and

18      counties all over the country is a National

19      Fire Protection Association, NFPA 1710, and it

20      deals with the delivery of advanced life

21      support response.  And that's been a goal that
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1      we have tried to obtain here in this County

2      since the system was in put in place.  And that

3      goal is that we provide advanced life support

4      response within eight minutes of a call for

5      help 90 percent of the time.  Now we're

6      currently running on average about 82 percent

7      of the time.  And we're seeing that time

8      actually decrease -- or actually increase

9      because of the number of times our crews are

10      tied up, or we reach our saturation point.  The

11      second piece of it, in addition to career

12      service, I tell people that our system in

13      Talbot County is a 90/10 system.  The County

14      runs 90 percent of the advanced life support

15      calls in the County but we depend on our

16      volunteer fire companies to run about

17      10 percent of those calls, with Oxford being

18      probably the most active.  What we have seen

19      over the last number of years the north end of

20      the County is struggling to get the volunteer

21      crews out.  There is a lot of reasons why.  But
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1      the requirements to become an emergency medical

2      technician, the requirements to become a

3      paramedic, the requirements to recertify,

4      relicense as a clinician, become quite onerous

5      on volunteers.  So they are having challenges.

6      We have seen the percentage of responses

7      decrease.  Here are the challenges, and that is

8      the first one, the fire departments are

9      struggling.  The north end of the County,

10      Cordova, I've spoken to their chief, their

11      president.  They are looking for help.  They

12      can't provide the level of service that they

13      would like to.  I share a story, I spent 15

14      minutes in the back of a car with a little girl

15      waiting for a unit to come out of Caroline

16      County because we didn't have a unit available.

17      And even though I'm a paramedic, I couldn't

18      transport her.  But that was the longest 15

19      minutes that I spent in a long time.  I had to

20      wait for that unit to come out of Caroline

21      County.  These are real issues.  The second
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1      issue, the challenge we're facing, is the

2      changing health care dynamic.  There have been

3      decisions made over the last several years at

4      the federal level and at the state level that

5      govern how hospitals take care of patients.

6      And that policy goes like this.  There are

7      fewer inpatient stays in hospitals, and

8      hospitals are incentivized to discharge

9      patients as soon as possible and to try to

10      reduce the number of readmissions.  What does

11      that mean for emergency medical services.  It

12      means we have sicker patients at home with more

13      complex chronic illnesses that call 911.  And

14      so that's increasing volume, that's increasing

15      complexity of calls.  So right now there is a

16      vacuum to try to address the needs of these

17      individuals, and we've implemented some of

18      those which I'll talk about in just a minute.

19      The next issue that we're facing is Easton is a

20      health care hub.  So if you ask me what are

21      these peak times when we look at the data, I
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1      would say to you it's Monday, Wednesday, and

2      Friday.  You would ask the question, Monday,

3      Wednesday and Friday, I would think it would be

4      like Friday or the weekend or something, right.

5      Why Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  Because

6      Easton is a regional health care hub.  That

7      means everybody on Mondays, Wednesdays and

8      Fridays come to Easton for medical

9      appointments.  The dispatchers have coined it

10      Medical Monday.  They know that every Monday

11      they are going to peak out.  So those people

12      come for their appointments, and they have

13      chest pains, they have trouble breathing, they

14      have a diabetic emergency, they have a fall,

15      and they are all critical calls that need help

16      and we respond to them.

17           MS. PRICE:  Are we transporting them from

18      the doctor’s office to the hospital.

19           CLAY STAMP:  We're absolutely transporting

20      them.

21           MS. PRICE:  We're not going to their
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1      house, they are already here.

2           CLAY STAMP:  So somebody has chest pain on

3      a tread mill or somebody falls or they have a

4      diabetic emergency, doctor's offices aren't

5      necessarily equipped to handle a crisis or

6      critical situation.  So they do call us so that

7      we can get that individual engaged in life

8      saving treatment and get them to the proper

9      place, which is an emergency department.  And

10      it may not be, you know, a laboratory or a

11      family physician.  The next thing that we face

12      in Talbot County is an aging community.  We

13      know that we have a significant number of

14      elderly people that move to this county.  And

15      when you look at the statistics, for example on

16      cardiac arrest, we actually range higher than a

17      lot of other jurisdictions.  It's because we

18      have a lot of elderly folks.  Those are complex

19      calls.  When we respond to a cardiac arrest or

20      respond to a stroke call, initially in order to

21      implement lifesaving treatment it requires --
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1      it requires at least two units initially.  And

2      then we split some people up and we get them to

3      the hospital.  So all these are factors that

4      are creating this challenge.  So what are the

5      solutions.  We have done a couple things.  One,

6      you've all been very gracious, you've allowed

7      us to put a 24 hour supervisor on so that

8      supervisor can respond in on those complex

9      calls, make up as part of the crew so we don't

10      have to break another crew down.  That's been

11      done over the years.  You've implemented power

12      lift systems so we don't have to alert the fire

13      department to help us move people into the

14      ambulance.  We have also done something really

15      unique.  We're one of about five jurisdictions

16      in Maryland that have implemented something

17      called a mobile integrated health program.  You

18      authorized that I hire a special program

19      paramedic, we call him our special paramedic,

20      he's here, Greg Fries.  And Greg is working the

21      health department.  He partners up with the
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1      public health nurse and a pharmacist from Shore

2      Regional Health, as they donated a pharmacist

3      to participate in this program.  We identify

4      individuals that are repeat callers to 911 that

5      use our system repeatedly that have chronic

6      illness but maybe are not necessarily acute in

7      nature.  In many cases they have situations

8      that -- they have tough situations.  So Greg

9      and the health department, you know, I'll share

10      with you, I was in a meeting with him, we had

11      probably 40 different organizations in Talbot

12      County that provide service to elderly and

13      people that are in need.  He becomes a

14      facilitator to help address needs.  And by

15      doing that we give better service to folks that

16      need that service.  They don't need to be in an

17      emergency room.  He'll coordinate having a ramp

18      built for somebody that has a wheelchair or,

19      you know -- so anyway, we're working this

20      mobile integrated health program.  But in

21      itself it's not going to resolve the issue.
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1           MS. PRICE:  Can I ask a question.  I ask

2      this because there is a bill that we're

3      considering tomorrow that has to do with

4      raising the reimbursement for ambulance things

5      but also includes this mobile integrated health

6      to $100 per interaction.  That would be helpful

7      to get reimbursed that.

8           CLAY STAMP:  Absolutely.  So there are a

9      number of things happening on the federal and

10      state level.  There is a renewed or maybe it's

11      an initial recognition that there is a heavy

12      burden that is being placed on communities to

13      deliver emergency medical services.  And so the

14      Federal Government has implemented a several

15      year process to better understand how EMS

16      works, the reimbursement rates for Medicare,

17      how they might be able to reimburse us for a

18      mobile integrated health program or transports

19      to alternative research sites.  So we're

20      engaged in part of that study here.  And on the

21      state level, for example Medicare -- sorry,
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1      Medicaid, the same reimbursement rate has been

2      in play at least the last ten years, which is

3      $100.  So you're talking about a bill that

4      would alter that.  So there's some movement

5      which is, you know, we're watching very closely

6      and we're involved in to help maybe lift some

7      of the burden off of the taxpayers.  Right now

8      we have a system that cost us about four-point

9      some million dollars to get about 1.3 back in

10      billing.  We do our best.  We have a pretty

11      good recovery rate.  But if we can open up

12      other avenues --

13           MS. PRICE:  I think it's great, because

14      it's a similar bill as last year but last year

15      it didn't include the mobile integrated health

16      if I remember correctly, and right now the

17      reimbursement is zero for that.  So I think

18      that's -- we'll see if it passes but I think

19      it's a step in the right direction.

20           CLAY STAMP:  Yes, it would be.  I'll just

21      wrap this up, the request up, by saying there
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1      is really two recommendations I have.  Number

2      one is I need your permission to use what I

3      believe will be $39,000 between now and

4      June 30th to put a paramedic unit in service.

5      It would probably be on Mondays, Wednesdays and

6      Fridays.  It would be a second crew here in

7      Easton.  That's going to reduce the number of

8      transfers for the Trappe crew, which will keep

9      a unit down there which is being taxed a lot

10      more these days.  And in talking to Andy and

11      talking to Angela, I think they would recommend

12      that that -- that would come out of

13      contingency.  But that's the first request.

14      The second request is that, you know, it's not

15      a request, it's just I'm actually going to

16      engage you in conversation during the budget

17      about what a sixth crew looks like and what are

18      some of the options for a sixth crew.  Is it a

19      full sixth crew 24/7, is it a phase in.  Some

20      of those dynamics.  Again, I'm having

21      conversations with the Cordova Volunteer
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1      Fireman's Association about, you know, housing

2      and, you know, other options.  So, you know,

3      we're at that time where we have to have a

4      serious conversation.  Because, you know, the

5      response times are going up.  And when we have

6      somebody go into cardiac arrest, we have

7      precious seconds in order to save lives.  So we

8      always want to achieve that target, which is to

9      deliver advanced life support within eight

10      minutes 90 percent of the time.  That's the

11      national standard we have fighting to try to

12      get to.  I hope we can get there.  That's my

13      request.  Thank you.

14           MR. PACK:  Thank you.  This surge crew,

15      are you going to pull a unit out of where.

16           CLAY STAMP:  So in order to keep five

17      units available, I have to have nine units.

18      Because that's just how it works, breaks and

19      engines and everything else.  What my plan is

20      is to use one of those reserve units that I

21      have available to me to do -- to perform this
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1      task.  And secondly, I propose to use a

2      part-time paramedic and part-time emergency

3      medical technician, of which I happen to have a

4      couple part-time people that are looking for

5      sometime right now.  So it would work out well

6      for the next number of months.  But I mean to

7      use an analogy in a conversation that we had,

8      Mr. Council President, this is more of a gouge

9      and this is a band aid that we're putting on

10      it, right.  So it will give us a band aid

11      solution but at the end of the day we are going

12      to have to pull the band aid off and deal with

13      the gouge.

14           MR. CALLAHAN:  So we have nine units, is

15      that what we have.

16           CLAY STAMP:  We have nine vehicles.

17           MR. CALLAHAN:  Nine vehicles.  Ambulances.

18           CLAY STAMP:  We have nine ambulances and

19      we have the flexibility -- we have the absolute

20      stocking equipment wise of five of them, but we

21      also keep a sixth one fully stocked because
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1      there are times during the year, during snow

2      storms, during special events that we'll put a

3      sixth unit on.  So we have a sixth unit that's

4      equipped that can be used.  So this request

5      would not require any purchase of any

6      additional medical equipment to stock that

7      unit.

8           MR. CALLAHAN:  So when you're manning this

9      sixth one, it's a paramedic on that unit, not

10      an EMT.

11           CLAY STAMP:  Well, it would be one

12      paramedic and one EMT.  The EMT is an EMT and

13      driver.

14           MR. CALLAHAN:  But we couldn't go out with

15      two EMT's.

16           CLAY STAMP:  No.  No.  Because our goal is

17      to provide advanced life support.

18           MR. CALLAHAN:  Got you.  I'm with you.

19      But I'm just asking the question.  So the fire

20      departments, they respond with a driver and an

21      EMT.  We're providing a different service.
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1           CLAY STAMP:  Sometimes the fire companies

2      can respond with a paramedic, those fire

3      companies that have paramedics.  Yes, I

4      understand that, and they do respond BLS

5      ambulance from time to time.  But you're

6      absolutely right, we do provide the advanced

7      life support.  The old name of what we used to

8      do was called TCAL.

9           MR. CALLAHAN:  That's what I want

10      everybody to sort of understand.  We provide a

11      different service than the fire departments.

12           CLAY STAMP:  Yes, sir.

13           MS. PRICE:  When you first mentioned this

14      to me, you thought that maybe you were going to

15      have room in your own budget and not have to

16      use contingency funds.  Did something change?

17           CLAY STAMP:  So I operate two budgets.  I

18      have an emergency management/911 center budget

19      and I have the EMS division budget.  So the EMS

20      division budget is fairly tight.  The emergency

21      management budget -- I think between the two
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1      budgets I think that we could cover the

2      $39,000.  I think that Angela, and I don't want

3      to speak for Angela, I think she would probably

4      say to you that that's what contingency is for,

5      to allow us to use it and then when we rectify

6      everything at the end of the budget year, if

7      there's room, there --

8           MS. PRICE:  Right.  So if you didn't use

9      your whole budget, if there's $20,000 or so

10      left, it comes back to the general fund anyway.

11      So at the end of the day it's going to work out

12      exactly the same.

13           CLAY STAMP:  Right.

14           MR. HOLLIS:  Council, you have a letter

15      from Ms. Lane in your Granicus folder noting

16      that the funds are available.  I think the more

17      important thing I would ask you to focus on

18      though is Mr. Stamp's second point, which is he

19      will be asking you for additional funding for

20      the next fiscal year.  This is the $39,000 band

21      aid.  There is a much bigger permanent bandage
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1      coming.

2           MS. PRICE:  But it will be --

3           CLAY STAMP:  I'd be glad to speak to that

4      if you like.

5           MR. PACK:  Not at this time.

6           MS. PRICE:  It will be interesting to see

7      how much this helps with your percentages --

8      you know, your response time for the next four

9      or five months or so.  Actually more like two

10      or three before we vote on the budget, to know

11      what to do to see how much it does alleviate.

12      So I think we need to do it but it's also a

13      good way to kind of do a test run with the band

14      aid.

15           MR. PACK:  39,000 is all salary, no

16      equipment.

17           CLAY STAMP:  That is salary.

18           MR. PACK:  All salary.

19           MS. PRICE:  Would you like a motion to

20      approve the request.

21           MR. PACK:  Sure.
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1           MS. PRICE:  I will make a motion to

2      approve the request.

3           MR. DIVILIO:  Second.

4           MR. PACK:  39,000 for a surge unit on

5      Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.  And this is a

6      band aid.  I just want the public to

7      understand, this is -- until we get to our

8      budget, your budget request, we want to solve

9      the problem.  It's just a way to try to

10      alleviate some of the stress on the system.

11      And I hate to keep on going back to the

12      property tax cap, but this is one of the

13      problems the citizens need to understand when

14      it comes to emergency services and what we have

15      to try to grapple with with the current revenue

16      cap.  So I do certainly appreciate and applaud

17      your creativity to try to make sure you're

18      continuing to meet your mission as far as

19      savings lives, but we also have to find a more

20      permanent way of doing business here in the

21      County and the revenue cap is just not allowing
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1      us to do that.

2           MR. HOLLIS:  So Mr. Pack, I would simply

3      agree, this is a prime and perfect example of

4      why the revenue cap is so restrictive and what

5      happens when you cannot get the funds to

6      provide these needed services.  This is not an

7      option.  This is the service you all have

8      placed as a priority for public safety, which I

9      commend.  But it comes at a price operating

10      wise each fiscal year.  More and more cost goes

11      to public safety without an increase or a

12      corresponding increase in revenue.

13           MR. PACK:  Right, to pay for it.

14           CLAY STAMP:  I could certainly probably

15      stop talking now but I can certainly become

16      passionate about what the men and women out

17      there in the field see and deal with every day.

18      And these are real life, real people.  These

19      are mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters that

20      are in crisis and people die.  And sometimes

21      we can make a difference, but the only reason
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1      we can make a difference is because we can get

2      there quickly.

3           MS. PRICE:  I see Mr. John Griep in the

4      back who is now covering things for the Talbot

5      Spy, and they like to do video interviews.  I

6      think you would be a great subject, hint, hint,

7      to share that story and get some of your people

8      in front of that camera.  Because the newspaper

9      is great to get stories out there but people

10      now are online and digital and video.  So I'm

11      going to see if maybe he'll pick up on that.

12           MR. PACK:  Council, you have in front of

13      us a memorandum from Mrs. Lane pointing out we

14      do have a contingency fund for the $39,000

15      request for the surge unit.  We have a motion

16      and second.  Any additional comment.

17           MR. DIVILIO:  I would just like to say

18      just briefly we attended recently the Easton

19      Fire Department's installation of officers.

20      There were over 20 brand new volunteers that

21      signed up.  I believe two or three of them were
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1      going through the EMT classes.  Even the small

2      little town of Queen Anne Hillsboro had close

3      to 15 new members and a couple of those had

4      also gone through it.  Talbot County, everybody

5      keeps saying, we do much more with less than

6      those who are around us.  Emergency services

7      are obviously incredibly important.  For those

8      in the community who would like to really buy

9      in and figure out a big project that they could

10      help tackle, the volunteer fire department and

11      emergency services in the budget are going to

12      be the most important things to focus on.

13           CLAY STAMP:  Mr. Divilio, I would just

14      like to agree with you.  I mean we do

15      everything we can, DES, yourselves, to support

16      our Talbot County volunteer fire department.

17      They are incredible individuals that do great

18      work.  And we're seeing some result with the

19      recruitment and retention project.  So we'll

20      continue to work with them to mentor their new

21      EMT's and paramedics.  And I hope we can
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1      deliver that 90/10 or maybe 80/20.  So whatever

2      we can do to hoist the volunteer services,

3      we're certainly interested in that as well.

4           MR. PACK:  Additional comment.  If not,

5      Madam Secretary, please call your roll.

6           SECRETARY:  Mr. Pack.

7           MR. PACK:  Aye.

8           SECRETARY:  Mr. Divilio.

9           MR. DIVILIO:  Aye.

10           SECRETARY:  Mr. Callahan.

11           MR. CALLAHAN:  Aye.

12           SECRETARY:  Ms. Price.

13           MS. PRICE:  Aye.

14           SECRETARY:  Mr. Lesher.

15           MR. LESHER:  Aye.

16           MIGUEL SALINAS:  Thank you all.

17           MR. PACK:  Thank you.  Mr. Hollis, County

18      Manager report.

19           MR. HOLLIS:  Ray.  Council, we're going to

20      start with Public Works to get Mr. Clarke home

21      to rest up for tomorrow.  Bid number 19-16,

Page 183

1      it's a request for proposal for engineering

2      design services, extension of sewer to the

3      villages of Bozman and Neavitt from the region

4      two St. Michaels wastewater treatment plant as

5      outlined in resolution number 250, Talbot

6      County, Maryland.  County engineer is

7      requesting that you award this bid to Century

8      Engineering, Incorporated of Dover, Delaware in

9      the amount of $800,674 contingent upon them

10      given approval by the Maryland Department of

11      the Environment.  Four bids were received and

12      ranked based on technical submission first

13      prior to opening the cost proposal.  I have

14      asked Mr. Clarke to be prepared to speak to it,

15      but please note when you look in your Granicus

16      information that the Century cost is almost

17      double what the low bid was.  So there's about

18      a $400,000 spread.

19           MR. PACK:  Which I did take notice to.

20      Where is all the Bozman and Neavitt residents.

21      I thought they would be here to take part in
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1      this.

2           RAY CLARKE:  Well, first off, let me say

3      that prior to even putting the project out to

4      bid, we actually had to submit the RFP, the

5      request for proposal package, to the Maryland

6      Department of the Environment for their review.

7      Ultimately they did review that.  The key was

8      that we had to go through a scoring for the

9      proposals.  There were five of us basically

10      doing the review of the proposals.  We went

11      through that scoring, and then after the score

12      was downed, we had Century as the number one

13      firm based upon qualifications.  I think

14      McCrone came in second.  And I believe it might

15      have been Rauch or Lane that was third or

16      fourth.  Ultimately this is just a sample of

17      the scoring form that we used, with the price

18      proposal being 20 percent of the overall score.

19      So it wasn't based upon the lowest bid, it was

20      based upon qualifications.  And ultimately the

21      state tends to push towards doing what they
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1      call quality based bids for engineering and

2      professional services.  So we did that, and

3      ultimately when we opened up the proposals,

4      Century was at $800,674.  Lane, when we include

5      part two, was at $408,780.  So we -- I guess

6      really the Council has a prerogative, I guess.

7      If you all want to award the project to Lane,

8      however I would point out that we would not be

9      eligible for receiving Bay -- any grant funds

10      or loan funds from MDE.  And ultimately that

11      would probably be a problem.

12           MR. PACK:  That would be a very big

13      problem, Mr. Clarke.

14           MR. HOLLIS:  I'm sorry, Mr. Pack.

15      Mr. Clarke, I want to make sure I understand.

16      That is if MDE does not approve Lane as the --

17      chose --

18           RAY CLARKE:  We're getting some

19      indications that if we do not follow the

20      process and let's say award it to Lane, the

21      likelihood is we will not receive any grant or
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1      loan towards this.  This would have to be paid

2      for by the County.

3           MR. PACK:  So this quality scoring process

4      is laid out by the state, or Bay Restoration.

5           RAY CLARKE:  It was basically set up by us

6      as far as the request for proposal.  So it was

7      all laid out for all of the firms.  They were

8      supposed to put together the methodology, their

9      team that was going to be working on the

10      project, and then how they were going to

11      approach the project and then complete that

12      project.  And then ultimately we went with a

13      ranking process based upon the proposals that

14      came in.

15           MR. PACK:  And going back to your earlier

16      statement, you were saying if we ignored the

17      scoring and just went with the lower bid, which

18      was Lane Engineering, you were saying that by

19      doing that we would not be qualified for the

20      Bay Restoration Funds.

21           RAY CLARKE:  We would -- because of the
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1      federal requirements, I believe, on the bidding

2      process, and MDE is in control of that, the MDE

3      has to review and approve it.  And we're kind

4      of getting the indication if we went outside

5      the bidding process that they are not going to

6      approve it.

7           MR. PACK:  Let me go back to the second

8      part of my question then.  The scoring process

9      is now part of the state bidding process.

10           RAY CLARKE:  We -- we were also being

11      advised -- I don't know if this is associated

12      with these projects, but the State of Maryland

13      is also pushing forward with quality based

14      bids.

15           MR. PACK:  I understand it came out of

16      Annapolis I think last session regarding

17      quality based bids.  Now any time that we do

18      any project, we have to go through this scoring

19      process.

20           RAY CLARKE:  When it's associated with

21      the --
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1           MR. PACK:  Bay Restoration Funds.

2           MIGUEL SALINAS:  Yes, sir.

3           MR. PACK:  One more question.  Are

4      these -- is this a blind score.  I mean are you

5      scoring it before you see who the firm is.

6           RAY CLARKE:  No, no, we know who the firm

7      is.  We do know who the firms are.  They submit

8      to us like a book or a packet of their

9      qualifications as well as their methodology.

10      We then basically go through that, each member

11      of the scoring team.

12           MR. PACK:  Independently.

13           RAY CLARKE:  Independently.  And we

14      basically score that.

15           MR. PACK:  And come back together.

16           RAY CLARKE:  And collect the scores.

17           MR. HOLLIS:  So Council, I'm sorry,

18      Mr. Clarke knew I had some concerns about this.

19      So I would suggest Council awarding to the low

20      bid with the caveat that if MDE is not

21      satisfied that we adhere to their requirements,
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1      we then move on to the next.  Only because

2      you're basically putting an additional $400,000

3      on the users of the system without even asking

4      the question.  That's no disrespect to

5      Mr. Clarke with your initial conversations, but

6      it's not going to end well, but I think you

7      have an obligation.

8           MS. PRICE:  Let me ask this question.  How

9      much percentage wise do we get from Bay

10      Restoration Funds.  So that's question one.

11      The second question is I know that you qualify

12      for much lower interest loans.  So how much is

13      grant of this project.

14           RAY CLARKE:  Typically -- usually we work

15      with the Maryland Planning Department the

16      engineering services is typically incorporated

17      in the loan side of the project.  It's not part

18      of the grant side.  We would have -- I would

19      have to confirm.

20           MS. PRICE:  So I mean even if we didn't

21      qualify and we had to pay a higher interest
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1      rate, you're talking about half the cost.  So

2      I'm not seeing yet why it really -- I guess

3      what I need to see is if they didn't approve us

4      to be able to use the BRF funds and the loan

5      program, I need to see on paper to make a

6      decision how much is it going to cost if we

7      went outside of it and just did it or versus

8      the 800,000 with those extra things that you

9      get.

10           RAY CLARKE:  At the Council's direction, I

11      mean what we can do is, if you would like,

12      we can award to Lane and we could request that

13      information from MDE as to what --

14           MS. PRICE:  So you don't know that

15      information.

16           RAY CLARKE:  Not right off the bat.

17      Usually in the past when I've done projects

18      with the State, the State typically requires

19      that the engineering is done by the applicant.

20      And then ultimately once the costs are known,

21      they would then role into the loan side.  They
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1      were not part of the grant side.  So I would

2      have to confirm that with MDE.

3           MS. PRICE:  There is no way to make a

4      decision until we know what the cost is.  If

5      you save a percent, it -- or whatever it is.

6           RAY CLARKE:  I mean I don't want to tell

7      the Council that it's 50 percent grant when I

8      don't know.

9           MS. PRICE:  Right.  So I'm not prepared to

10      make a decision on this or if we can award it

11      to lane and then if it turns out it's less

12      costly to do the higher bidder, then fine.

13      But, you know, we have a factor that's in there

14      that's unknown that doesn't allow us to make a

15      reasonable decision on this.

16           RAY CLARKE:  Again, we followed the

17      process we outlined in the request for

18      proposals.  We can submit it if the Council

19      would like, you know, submit, I guess, awarding

20      the project to Lane contingent upon MDE's

21      review of that as well as an outline of what
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1      the breakdown would be for the grant.

2           MS. PRICE:  Right.  We need to know both.

3           RAY CLARKE:  Right.  I don't think the MDE

4      is going to give us -- I mean we're going to

5      have to provide with MDE what we're going to

6      award to Lane, I guess, is what we're going to

7      have to advise them of.

8           MR. PACK:  Ray, I guess what's kind of

9      bothering me, I think it goes back to the

10      earlier public hearing regarding the Lakeside

11      with MDE.  I mean if it's a requirement, then

12      why can't they just say definitively that this

13      process, this scoring, shall be adhered to.  If

14      the nutrient management plan must be part of

15      the application process, just say that the

16      application will not be reviewed or acted upon

17      if it doesn't have a nutrient management plan.

18      Why is it always these gray areas with MDE when

19      it comes to find out what they want us to do.

20           RAY CLARKE:  Again, they wanted us to do a

21      quality based bid.  I think what we're caught
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1      with now, and what you all are saying, is a low

2      bid process.  We did a quality based bid

3      process.  So we did not ask for -- we're not

4      awarding on the price.

5           MS. PRICE:  What's better about Century's

6      quality than Lane's.

7           MR. DIVILIO:  I think the thought process

8      is better.

9           RAY CLARKE:  They had a better

10      methodology.  They basically were looking at

11      going out and doing more data collection as it

12      related -- this is a full design of basically

13      the main lines in the road as well as the sewer

14      to the houses.  So they were bringing in a

15      methodology for bringing those houses into the

16      system as well.  In addition, they were also

17      doing a GIS based package, Lane was doing more

18      of a semi survey based package.

19           MS. PRICE:  But we have worked with them a

20      lot.

21           RAY CLARKE:  The other thing is right now

49 (Pages 190 - 193)

Veritext Legal Solutions
202-803-8830 -- 410-494-8300



Talbot County Council Meeting February 11, 2020

Page 194

1      Century is currently doing the work in Queen

2      Anne's County.  They are doing the sewer work

3      up there in Queen Anne's County.

4           MR. PACK:  So what you're saying is that

5      MDE is requiring that these quality based bid

6      procedures be submitted.  Are the scores, do

7      you have to reveal to them your scoring.

8           RAY CLARKE:  Yes, we had to.  It's all

9      public information.

10           MR. CALLAHAN:  Ray, one question, a couple

11      back up.  So when we got awarded the money for

12      Bozman/Neavitt from Bay Restoration, that was

13      how many millions of dollars.

14           RAY CLARKE:  About 23 million.

15           MR. CALLAHAN:  So just asking the question

16      so I can understand.  So what's that

17      $23 million for, is that any of this money?

18           RAY CLARKE:  As part of the loan, yes, it

19      would be.  To my knowledge the engineering

20      services would be incorporated in the loan

21      package of that 23 million.  I don't know if
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1      there would be any grants associated with that

2      at this point in time.

3           MR. CALLAHAN:  I'm just sitting here

4      thinking, we have got -- if we have been

5      awarded the $23 million, and we're just putting

6      out these bids and we have got this money over

7      here, why can't we just pick who we want if we

8      have got a low bid.

9           MS. PRICE:  Is the $23 million for

10      construction and this is for design, two

11      separate entities?

12           MR. CALLAHAN:  He didn't say that.

13           RAY CLARKE:  Again, MDE has appropriated

14      $23 million for the water -- sorry, for the

15      sewer extension to Bozman and Neavitt.  That

16      includes design services.  So ultimately

17      once -- at the same time we have also talked

18      about is that Talbot County would possibly have

19      to basically self-finance the engineering.  So

20      MDE, very much like rural development, they

21      will not close the loans and they will not
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1      provide the grants until you are in

2      construction.  So you're going to have to front

3      up the money for this work.  So the County

4      fronts up the money and then it's incorporated

5      once we have all those costs.

6           MR. CALLAHAN:  In the 23 million.

7           RAY CLARKE:  In the 23 million when we go

8      to like the closing.

9           MR. CALLAHAN:  I got you.  So we're

10      basically upfronting the money.

11           RAY CLARKE:  We're upfronting.

12           MR. CALLAHAN:  So why wouldn't we go with

13      the lower bid.

14           RAY CLARKE:  And we can go to MDE and ask

15      them and try to get you the information.

16           MR. PACK:  Is this time sensitive, Ray.

17           RAY CLARKE:  This is time sensitive, yes.

18           MS. PRICE:  Always is.  Always yesterday.

19           MR. PACK:  Can you give a definitive

20      answer on whether or not we can go with the

21      lower bid.
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1           RAY CLARKE:  The Council, in all honesty

2      you could go with the lower bid.

3           MR. PACK:  I'm.

4           RAY CLARKE:  It's at risk.  The County

5      would have to pay for it.  The County would

6      have to seek financing elsewhere and not

7      through MDE?

8           MR. LESHER:  For the whole 23 million.

9           RAY CLARKE:  No, no.

10           MR. PACK:  Just the engineering.  I mean I

11      don't want to do that.  Obviously I don't want

12      to do that.

13           MS. PRICE:  But they are not giving us the

14      $800,000.  I mean it's a loan.

15           MR. PACK:  It's a loan.

16           MS. PRICE:  Again, we need more

17      information.  And I would say that you need to

18      ask the question on this particular project but

19      you also need, I think, to question the process

20      so that we know going forward what formula are

21      they using, what is the benefit to financing
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1      800,000 versus having to pay 400,000.  Because

2      really at the end of the day it might not be

3      saving us any money out of pocket.  And if we

4      don't know that, we're not being responsible

5      with our dollars.

6           RAY CLARKE:  And we'll make that request

7      to MDE, we'll outline that to them and get you

8      information back.

9           MR. DIVILIO:  Mr. Clarke, you mentioned

10      that, let's see, Century was using GIS.  I mean

11      it seems like it's apples to oranges different

12      product what they are offering and it's more

13      in-depth engineering, is what I would assume if

14      you're paying twice as much and getting a much

15      better product.

16           RAY CLARKE:  We'll probably end up getting

17      more of a digital based mapping system back to

18      the County.  We won't get a paper based system.

19      We can utilize that within our GIS but it would

20      be something we would have to use that

21      information and incorporate it into our GIS.
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1      In Century, and the other firm, McCrone, they

2      would be doing -- as well as Rauch, they would

3      have been doing a digital mapping system that

4      would have been incorporated right into our

5      management system.

6           MS. PRICE:  Out of curiosity, does Lane

7      have the capability to do digital.

8           RAY CLARKE:  They do have AutoCad.  They

9      are not really engaged in the GIS formats.

10      They do it more in an AutoCAD format.  You can

11      incorporate those AutoCAD documents into GIS

12      but they are not really equipped on a GIS

13      scenario like a lot of the other firms.

14           MS. PRICE:  And Mark Cohoon is our GIS

15      guy.  Did you have a conversation with him to

16      see how that would work.

17           RAY CLARKE:  We would have -- with Lane we

18      would have to integrate their information into

19      our GIS.  It's not that big of deal.

20           MS. PRICE:  If it's not that big of a

21      deal, we need to have more information.
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1           MR. DIVILIO:  Look at the difference

2      between the low bid and the next three bids

3      though.  That's significantly -- no, the three

4      bids.  You have 1.1 million, 970,000, 800,000,

5      408,000.

6           MS. PRICE:  If it's not that big of a

7      deal, feel free to -- I mean Mark --

8           MR. PACK:  I mean to Mr. Divilio, does

9      that give you pause that that separation is so

10      great from the third bidder down to the

11      fourth bidder.

12           RAY CLARKE:  You usually have a pause, the

13      question becomes will that firm be able --

14           MR. PACK:  I guess it did because you

15      didn't pick the lower bidder.

16           RAY CLARKE:  So that is the question, can

17      they deliver.  And one of the things with

18      Century, they have multiple offices through the

19      State of Maryland and Delaware.

20           MR. PACK:  These dollars are loans that we

21      have to upfront for the engineering services
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1      and then we would make application to the State

2      to get reimbursed for that; is that correct?

3           RAY CLARKE:  Yes.

4           MR. HOLLIS:  Council, I just want to be

5      clear.  If you look at the second page, the

6      ranking, the score summary.  All -- other than

7      the first reviewer, these individuals ranking

8      ranked Lane comparable, if you look at that

9      spread of numbers.  I just want to make sure

10      I'm on the record saying Lane is not submitting

11      or proposing an inferior product to the others,

12      correct, Mr. Clarke.

13           RAY CLARKE:  They can perform the work.

14      They can perform the work.  I'm not saying they

15      cannot perform the work.  The question becomes

16      can they meet the timelines, can they do the

17      work as outlined within those timelines.  The

18      other question would be, you know, if something

19      is missed, you know, this is also a lump sum

20      bid.  So -- so that's -- they have left

21      $400,000 on the table they have going to have

51 (Pages 198 - 201)

Veritext Legal Solutions
202-803-8830 -- 410-494-8300



Talbot County Council Meeting February 11, 2020

Page 202

1      to eat if they something happens.

2           MS. PRICE:  I'm also looking at your

3      scores, Mr. Clarke, and you were within three

4      points on all of them.

5           RAY CLARKE:  I'm typically very, very

6      generous.

7           MS. PRICE:  See, this is why the ordinal

8      system works, how we did the other thing,

9      rather than assigning raw points because one

10      person can low ball and take somebody out of

11      the running.  So when you rank them, rather

12      than giving them a score, you sometimes get a

13      fairer result that way.  Because you could just

14      say I don't like that person and one person can

15      low ball them and they are out of the running.

16           MR. PACK:  So could you go back and ask

17      the question that if we were to go with the --

18      do we have the ability to go with the low

19      bidder, in this case it would be Lane

20      Engineering, and still be qualified for

21      repayment of the loan based on the quality
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1      based bid process.  And get us back that answer

2      and we'll give you a decision.

3           RAY CLARKE:  And you would also want a

4      breakdown of the loan and grant if they are

5      eligible.

6           MS. PRICE:  As much as you can get.

7           MR. PACK:  Thank you.

8           MR. CALLAHAN:  Ray, just one other thing.

9      You might have gone over it and I missed it.

10      The call summary.  When it says part two,

11      income survey.  Why is there so much difference

12      between Lane and Rauch, do you know.

13           RAY CLARKE:  My understanding is that

14      Rauch basically was going to utilize -- they

15      were using a subcontractor on that, and that

16      she was going to do a lot more, let's say,

17      personal canvasing.

18           MR. CALLAHAN:  Got you.

19           RAY CLARKE:  Where Century on that

20      scenario was actually going to be using a

21      non-profit to do the work.  Lane, I think, you
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1      know, basically was going to try to do the

2      salary survey and economic survey by I guess

3      coordinating work --

4           MR. CALLAHAN:  I got you.  Okay.

5           MR. PACK:  So get that additional

6      information and I appreciate it.

7           RAY CLARKE:  Am I here for one more.

8           MR. HOLLIS:  Sure.  Council, Tilghman on

9      Chesapeake is requesting a letter of support to

10      the State for a grant application involving no

11      money for funds to design a living shoreline

12      and for meadow restoration.  We need an

13      approval to submit that letter of support.

14           MR. PACK:  Okay.  I'm looking for it,

15      sorry.

16           MR. DIVILIO:  C.

17           MR. PACK:  C, okay.

18           MR. HOLLIS:  I had suggested today that

19      you approve the letter of support.

20           MR. PACK:  This is the amount of $34,500

21      to bid number 17-08.  Is there a motion to
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1      accept.

2           MR. LESHER:  I'll move to approve.

3           MR. CALLAHAN:  Second.

4           MR. PACK:  Moved by Mr. Lesher, second by

5      Mr. Callahan.  Any further discussion.  Hearing

6      none, Madam Secretary, please call your roll.

7           MR. DIVILIO:  On supporting the letter?

8           SECRETARY:  Yes.  Mr. Pack.

9           MR. PACK:  Aye.

10           SECRETARY:  Mr. Divilio.

11           MR. DIVILIO:  Aye.

12           SECRETARY:  Mr. Callahan.

13           MR. CALLAHAN:  Aye.

14           SECRETARY:  Ms. Price.

15           MS. PRICE:  Aye.

16           SECRETARY:  Mr. Lesher.

17           MR. LESHER:  Aye.

18           MR. HOLLIS:  Mr. Clarke, I think that's

19      it.

20           RAY CLARKE:  You didn't want to do this

21      one.
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1           MR. HOLLIS:  I cannot see from that far.

2           RAY CLARKE:  The Davis, Bowen and Friedel

3      award, 1708, engineering services.

4           MR. PACK:  I read the wrong one.  You said

5      it was C.  I was at D.  That's the one I just

6      read.

7           MR. HOLLIS:  So Mr. Edwards is ill so he's

8      not here.  So thank you, Mr. Clarke.  So

9      requesting your approval to award the site plan

10      development work to Davis, Bowen and Friedel in

11      the amount of 34,500, along with the County's

12      open ended engineering contract for the

13      recycling location on Maryland Route 33.  And

14      Mr. Edwards indicates there is sufficient funds

15      in his department budget for the work.

16           MR. PACK:  Number D.  Letter D.

17           MR. HOLLIS:  I'm sorry to be jumping

18      around.

19           MR. DIVILIO:  Second attachment.

20           MR. PACK:  This is -- I misspoke the last

21      one.  This is bid 1708 before us.
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1           MR. HOLLIS:  Council had initially given

2      approval to move forward with this work.  This

3      is a firm dollar amount to do that work.

4           MR. PACK:  Is there a motion to approve

5      bid 1708.

6           MS. PRICE:  So moved.

7           MR. PACK:  Moved by Mrs. Price.

8           MR. LESHER:  Second.

9           MR. PACK:  Second by Mr. Lesher.  Any

10      further discussion.

11           MR. CALLAHAN:  Explain this one more time,

12      Ray.

13           RAY CLARKE:  This is actually -- no

14      problem.  This is a proposal that was requested

15      from Davis, Bowen and Friedel.  This would be

16      providing the existing conditions base sheet.

17      A lot of this information is needed for them to

18      go before the planning office to get the, I

19      guess their approvals for their special

20      exception for utilizing the Maryland 33

21      property as part of the recycling facility for
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1      the project.

2           MR. CALLAHAN:  Didn't we a few weeks ago,

3      what was that?

4           MR. HOLLIS:  During the work session you

5      gave Mr. Edwards the approval to move forward

6      by a straw vote.  We didn't have a firm dollar

7      amount.  This would be the actual dollar amount

8      to do this work.

9           MR. CALLAHAN:  I got you.  Okay.  That was

10      just a straw vote, now it's on the floor here.

11           MR. HOLLIS:  Correct.

12           MR. PACK:  Good?

13           MR. CALLAHAN:  I'm good.

14           MR. PACK:  Motion and second.  If there is

15      no further discussion, Madam Secretary, please

16      call your roll.

17           SECRETARY:  Mr. Pack.

18           MR. PACK:  Aye.

19           SECRETARY:  Mr. Divilio.

20           MR. DIVILIO:  Aye.

21           SECRETARY:  Mr. Callahan.
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1           MR. CALLAHAN:  Aye.

2           SECRETARY:  Ms. Price.

3           MS. PRICE:  Aye.

4           SECRETARY:  Mr. Lesher.

5           MR. LESHER:  Aye.

6           MR. HOLLIS:  Mr. Clarke, thank you.

7      Council, I'm sorry, I'm returning to letter A.

8      Let's do letter B.  Request from the Town of

9      Easton.  They are requesting the use of program

10      open space funds in the amount of $55,000 for

11      the installation of lights at North Easton

12      Park.  The park and rec board has recommended

13      approval of 20 percent of the upcoming

14      disbursement of the County POS money, which is

15      approximately 55,000.  The Town has asked for

16      that disbursement now, not to wait until

17      July 1st.  Mr. Pepper indicates we have over

18      100,000 unallocated in that account right now

19      so the money is available.  And I would

20      recommend approval of the request.

21           MR. LESHER:  I'll move for approval.
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1           MR. CALLAHAN:  I'll second it.

2           MR. PACK:  Okay.  Motion made by

3      Mr. Lesher, second by Mr. Callahan.  Any

4      further discussion.

5           MR. CALLAHAN:  I think we've been working

6      on this for quite a bit here and I think it's

7      great for the County and the Town to hook up

8      together.  And I feel like it's really good

9      that we're making that relationship with the

10      Town of Easton and making this field for the

11      kids and stuff.  The upgrade I think is going

12      to be spectacular.  And it's a good start.

13           MR. PACK:  Okay.  From the parks board,

14      anything.  No.  Madam Secretary, please call

15      your roll.

16           SECRETARY:  Mr. Pack.

17           MR. PACK:  Aye.

18           SECRETARY:  Mr. Divilio.

19           MR. DIVILIO:  Aye.

20           SECRETARY:  Mr. Callahan.

21           MR. CALLAHAN:  Aye.
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1           SECRETARY:  Ms. Price.

2           MS. PRICE:  Aye.

3           SECRETARY:  Mr. Lesher.

4           MR. LESHER:  Aye.

5           MR. HOLLIS:  Letter E, Council, the

6      milling project.  Requesting your approval to

7      award it to the low bidder, George M. Lynch, in

8      the amount of $7,000 per day.  Total project of

9      72,000.  Money is available in the roads

10      department budget.

11           MR. PACK:  Is there a motion.

12           MR. LESHER:  So moved.

13           MR. PACK:  Moved by Mr. Lesher.

14           MR. DIVILIO:  Second.

15           MR. PACK:  Second by Mr. Divilio.

16           MR. CALLAHAN:  7200, not 72,000.

17           MR. HOLLIS:  Sorry.

18           MR. DIVILIO:  72,000.

19           MS. PRICE:  7,000 a day.

20           MR. PACK:  7200.

21           MR. HOLLIS:  Per day.  Total project not
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1      to exceed 72,000.

2           MR. CALLAHAN:  Got you.

3           MR. PACK:  Okay.  We have a motion and

4      second.  No further discussion.  Madam

5      Secretary, please call your roll.

6           SECRETARY:  Mr. Pack.

7           MR. PACK:  Aye.

8           SECRETARY:  Mr. Divilio.

9           MR. DIVILIO:  Aye.

10           SECRETARY:  Mr. Callahan.

11           MR. CALLAHAN:  Aye.

12           SECRETARY:  Ms. Price.

13           MS. PRICE:  Aye.

14           SECRETARY:  Mr. Lesher.

15           MR. LESHER:  Aye.

16           MR. HOLLIS:  Council, letter H, regarding

17      the County voice mail system.  This would be a

18      request to use contingency funds of

19      $19,890.43 to replace the system that is no

20      longer in warranty.  We heard from the Election

21      Board earlier about numerous problems.
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1      Mr. Durham indicates that they have filed 28

2      complaints about the phone system within the

3      last few months.  We also had some issues with

4      planning and zoning.  We would have been

5      requesting it as a July 1st item in his next

6      years budget.  The money is available and we're

7      asking to do the work now.

8           MR. PACK:  Any questions.  Is there a

9      motion.

10           MR. LESHER:  I'll move to approve.

11           MR. CALLAHAN:  Second.

12           MR. PACK:  Motion made by Mr. Lesher,

13      seconded by Mr. Callahan.  Any further

14      discussion.  Hearing none, Madam Secretary,

15      please call your roll.

16           SECRETARY:  Mr. Pack.

17           MR. PACK:  Aye.

18           SECRETARY:  Mr. Divilio.

19           MR. DIVILIO:  Aye.

20           SECRETARY:  Mr. Callahan.

21           MR. CALLAHAN:  Aye.
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1           SECRETARY:  Ms. Price.

2           MS. PRICE:  Aye.

3           SECRETARY:  Mr. Lesher.

4           MR. LESHER:  Aye.

5           MR. HOLLIS:  Requesting to partner again

6      with Easton Utilities to reapply for a

7      reconnect grant through the USDA.

8           MS. PRICE:  So moved.

9           MR. CALLAHAN:  Second.

10           MR. PACK:  Any discussion.  Hearing none,

11      Madam Secretary, please call your roll.

12           SECRETARY:  Mr. Pack.

13           MR. PACK:  Aye.

14           SECRETARY:  Mr. Divilio.

15           MR. DIVILIO:  Aye.

16           SECRETARY:  Mr. Callahan.

17           MR. CALLAHAN:  Aye.

18           SECRETARY:  Ms. Price.

19           MS. PRICE:  Aye.

20           SECRETARY:  Mr. Lesher.

21           MR. LESHER:  Aye.
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1           MR. HOLLIS:  Council, returning to board

2      and committee appointments.  Requesting the

3      reappointment of John Sewell to the

4      Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board.

5           MR. PACK:  Motion to reappoint John Sewell

6      to the ag board.

7           MR. DIVILIO:  So moved.

8           MR. CALLAHAN:  Second.

9           MR. PACK:  Moved by Mr. Divilio, second by

10      Mr. Callahan.  Any further discussion.  Hearing

11      none, Madam Secretary, please call your roll.

12           SECRETARY:  Mr. Pack.

13           MR. PACK:  Aye.

14           SECRETARY:  Mr. Divilio.

15           MR. DIVILIO:  Aye.

16           SECRETARY:  Mr. Callahan.

17           MR. CALLAHAN:  Aye.

18           SECRETARY:  Ms. Price.

19           MS. PRICE:  Aye.

20           SECRETARY:  Mr. Lesher.

21           MR. LESHER:  Aye.
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1           MR. HOLLIS:  Requesting regarding board of

2      appeals, the appointment of Zac Krebeck as a

3      full-time member and Patrick Beard as an

4      alternate.

5           MR. PACK:  Is there a motion to appoint

6      Mr. Kreveck to the permanent position on the

7      board of appeals and Mr. Gannon and Mr. Beard

8      as the alternates.

9           MR. LESHER:  I so move.

10           MR. PACK:  Moved by Mr. Lesher.

11           MR. CALLAHAN:  Second.

12           MR. PACK:  Second by Mr. Callahan.  Any

13      further discussion.  Hearing none, Madam

14      Secretary, please call the roll.

15           SECRETARY:  Mr. Pack.

16           MR. PACK:  Aye.

17           SECRETARY:  Mr. Divilio.

18           MR. DIVILIO:  Aye.

19           SECRETARY:  Mr. Callahan.

20           MR. CALLAHAN:  Aye.

21           SECRETARY:  Ms. Price.
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1           MS. PRICE:  Aye.

2           SECRETARY:  Mr. Lesher.

3           MR. LESHER:  Aye.

4           MR. HOLLIS:  Board of electrical

5      examiners.  Requesting the reappointment of

6      Chris Kleppinger, term to expire April 1st

7      2024, Don English expiring April 1st of 2021,

8      Robert Jump Junior, expiring April 1st of 2021,

9      Tim Fluharty, expiring April 1, 2022, and

10      Joseph Secrist expiring April 1st 2023.

11           MS. PRICE:  So moved.

12           MR. DIVILIO:  Second.

13           MR. PACK:  By Mrs. Price, second by

14      Mr. Divilio.  Any further discussion on the

15      electrical examiners board.  Hearing none,

16      Madam Secretary, please call the roll.

17           SECRETARY:  Mr. Pack.

18           MR. PACK:  Aye.

19           SECRETARY:  Mr. Divilio.

20           MR. DIVILIO:  Aye.

21           SECRETARY:  Mr. Callahan.

55 (Pages 214 - 217)

Veritext Legal Solutions
202-803-8830 -- 410-494-8300



Talbot County Council Meeting February 11, 2020

Page 218

1           MR. CALLAHAN:  Aye.

2           SECRETARY:  Ms. Price.

3           MS. PRICE:  Aye.

4           SECRETARY:  Mr. Lesher.

5           MR. LESHER:  Aye.

6           MR. HOLLIS:  On the short term rental

7      review board.  Requesting the appointment of

8      Cindy Reichert to fill the slot for owner and

9      manager of an STR in the County.

10           MR. PACK:  Is there a motion.

11           MR. CALLAHAN:  So moved.

12           MR. PACK:  By Mr. Lesher.  Mr. Callahan.

13           MR. DIVILIO:  Second.

14           MR. PACK:  Second by Mr. Divilio.  Any

15      further discussion on Ms. Cindy Reichert as

16      the -- on the STR board.  Hearing none, Madam

17      Secretary, please call your roll.

18           SECRETARY:  Mr. Pack.

19           MR. PACK:  Aye.

20           SECRETARY:  Mr. Divilio.

21           MR. DIVILIO:  Aye.
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1           SECRETARY:  Mr. Callahan.

2           MR. CALLAHAN:  Aye.

3           SECRETARY:  Ms. Price.

4           MS. PRICE:  Aye.

5           SECRETARY:  Mr. Lesher.

6           MR. LESHER:  Aye.

7           MR. HOLLIS:  And finally, Council, one

8      announcement.  Our offices will be closed

9      this coming Monday, February 17th, in

10      recognition of President's Day.  Thank you very

11      much.

12           MR. PACK:  Thank you very much, Mr.

13      Hollis.  Ms. Morris, any paperwork for me.

14      Thank you.  Okay.  Moving on to public comment.

15      We have one, two, three.  Mr. Bartlett is gone,

16      we can take him off this.

17           MS. PRICE:  He already spoke earlier.

18           MR. PACK:  Public comment, first person,

19      Jaime.  Public comment.  Come forward, please.

20      And your topic here is Bill 1442.

21           JAIME WINDON:  Yes.  My name is Jaime

Page 220

1      Window.  I'm a resident of St. Michaels and the

2      owner of Lyon Distilling Company.  Thank you so

3      much for everyone's attention.  I know this got

4      moved off officially but I really appreciate

5      your amendments and your beginning of the

6      discussion so we can move this forward.  I just

7      want to say while I maintain that passage of

8      Bill 1442 as written, its most ideal for my

9      distillery and Talbot County, I absolutely

10      respect the concerns for responsible alcohol

11      service and I'm willing to compromise on what I

12      believe is a fair solution.  Therefore the

13      proposed amendment by Councilman Divilio and

14      Councilman Callahan which limits the mixed

15      drink service component to no more than

16      6-ounces of alcohol per person per visit is

17      acceptable to me.  It's very important to me

18      that everyone is comfortable with this

19      legislation.  I know that it's a departure from

20      what Talbot County has ever done before.  And I

21      appreciate your trust in our expertise and our
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1      reputation in knowing how to do responsible

2      alcohol service and how important this for Lyon

3      Distilling to maintain its role as a leader in

4      the industry, in the state, and to remain

5      relevant and keep attracting visitors to our

6      establishment.  But responsible alcohol service

7      is utmost of importance to us every day.  And

8      not just our reputation but the entire

9      industry.  We're members of multiple

10      organizations including Discus, which is the

11      national lobbying group for distillers, and

12      responsible alcohol service is foremost.

13      Please note any reticence of mine to arrive at

14      this compromise is simply based on the fact

15      that every other jurisdiction in Maryland is

16      implementing this permit in accordance with the

17      regulations set forth by the State.  And

18      therefore any restrictions that Talbot County

19      adds to that set may believe, myself included,

20      create a bad precedent for our industry going

21      forward.  So that said, thank you so much for
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1      the discussion.  Thank you for introducing this

2      legislation Pete Lesher, Chuck Callahan and

3      Frank Divilio.  And for everyone's willingness

4      just to understand.  I know it's tricky and I

5      know when we say liquor people get a little bit

6      nervous.  I just want you to know I want to

7      continue to be a steward of the community.

8      We're going into our seventh year, and we very

9      much treasure our reputation in St. Michaels

10      and in the County.  And that I just wanted to

11      clarify that no one currently comes in and does

12      shots.  It's just little -- it's straight

13      spirits that we're allowed to do now and

14      they're never more than half an ounce and this

15      wouldn't change that.  It would allow for two

16      alternate forms of sampling.  So thank you all.

17      I look forward to the continuation of the

18      discussion.

19           MR. PACK:  See you on the 25th.  Okay.

20      Rebecca Eismann on Resolution 281.  She left as

21      well.  Take her off.  Brenda Fike, resolution
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1      1442.

2           BRENDA FIKE:  Hello.  Thank you, Council.

3      I'm Brenda Fike.  I own Bay Imprint.  It's a

4      small business at 820 Dover Road in Easton.

5      It's no coincidence to me but over the last six

6      years my business and Lyon Distilling's

7      businesses have grown in tandem from tiny

8      businesses into small business as Lyon has

9      brought the national craft distilling

10      renaissance to Talbot County.  Lyon Distilling

11      is one of my business's most valuable clients.

12      The growth has been good for Talbot's tourism

13      industry and businesses like mine that

14      indirectly rely on the tourism industry.  I

15      know Lyon to be a model corporate citizen, it

16      is an active philanthropic partners of Talbot

17      Mentors, Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum,

18      Eastern Shore Land Conservancy, Foundation of

19      Hope and many more other local nonprofit

20      organizations.  Also its commitment to

21      environmental sustainability and its business
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1      model has caused them to refuse to give out

2      plastic or paper bags for this customers

3      purchases, and instead they have given away

4      tens of thousands of reusable canvas bags,

5      frankly at great expense to them, to prevent an

6      equivalent number of single use bags from

7      entering the ecosystem.  To close, I just want

8      to say what's good for Lyon Distilling and

9      craft distilling is good for our community and

10      small Talbot businesses like mine and good for

11      Talbot's economy overall.  I urge the Council

12      to pass this bill as proposed to keep Talbot's

13      tourism and economy with the rest of the State

14      and to keep from restricting the growth of

15      Talbot distilleries in disproportion to the

16      rest of Maryland.  Thank you.

17           MR. PACK:  Thank you.  Anyone else.  Okay.

18      Public comment portion is closed.  Thank you

19      very much.  Council comments.  Mr. Divilio,

20      I'll start with you.

21           MR. DIVILIO:  I have nothing at this time.
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1           MR. PACK:  Mr. Callahan, I'll go on with

2      you.

3           MR. CALLAHAN:  Yup, I have nothing.

4           MR. PACK:  You have nothing.  Ms. Price,

5      I'll go over to you.

6           MS. PRICE:  I can't say nothing, I'll try

7      to keep it short.  The Kirwan Bill finally was

8      dropped over the weekend.  It is 176 pages.  It

9      is 176 pages of no changes, no funding source

10      whatsoever, no extra phase in for the County.

11      So all of the numbers that you have seen so far

12      stand.  There are some very, very small

13      transitional grants for a few select counties

14      but they are pennies on the dollar.  There is

15      only to be one joint public hearing this coming

16      Monday.  So anybody that offers amendments, it

17      doesn't appear that they plan to have

18      additional public hearings.  I did have an

19      opportunity with MACO to meet with the new

20      Senate President and new Speaker of the House,

21      Bill Ferguson and Adrienne Jones.  She didn't
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1      appear like she was amenable to any additional

2      public hearings.  President Ferguson said it

3      would depend, it would be up to the committee

4      chairs to make that decision.  But the biggest

5      bill, the most expensive bill that Maryland has

6      ever seen, gets seven days and one public

7      hearing.  And there is not one County in the

8      State that can afford this.  And it is

9      something that policy wise, you know, there is

10      some things you can argue to make it less

11      expensive and what not.  The direction that

12      MACO is going, and we'll have our official vote

13      tomorrow, is basically stating that the

14      Maryland Constitution says it is the State that

15      is responsible for school funding.  And it says

16      Maryland's Constitution requirement a thorough

17      and efficient public schools properly places

18      this duty on to the State, the most prominent

19      obligation on state policy makers.  The Kirwan

20      plan is a continuation of the State

21      requirement.  So they are looking at many
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1      different ways to, whether it's a Google tax or

2      sales tax now on digital downloads.  And they

3      are looking to pull back money from such

4      incentive programs for our economic

5      development, money that goes to our businesses

6      to help them grow opportunity zones.  They are

7      looking to claw back money in any way they can,

8      they are looking to tax everything in sight

9      with the exception of property and income tax,

10      which are the only two taxes we have to pay for

11      this.  And the State policy makers are not

12      willing to do that.  And it is to me, I'm going

13      to get very passionate about this, it is beyond

14      unbelievable that they are not willing, if they

15      believe in this so much, to not raise the

16      property income tax and then look to the

17      counties to fund half of this with only

18      property and income tax.  And oh, by the way,

19      19 of 24 counties are either maxed out at

20      3.2 percent, or over 3 percent.  The only thing

21      we can do is raise property taxes.  For the
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1      life of me I still cannot figure out, and they

2      haven't changed one iota of formula, Talbot

3      County's increase is still 76 percent, going

4      from 42 million that we currently fund to

5      75 million.  It boggles the mind.  I've had

6      multiple discussions with Ms. Lane and we can

7      not figure out how we are so far out of whack

8      with every other County when we're similar in,

9      you know, in tax rates to a couple other

10      counties like Worcester and Kent County and

11      stuff.  So I won't belabor the point, but

12      anything we can do to get the word out to keep

13      at these legislatures.  And if they believe in

14      this and, you know, we're all for better

15      education for our children, but they put no

16      funding source in this.  And they are going to

17      pass this policy with no way to pay for it.

18      And I got this on Groundhog Day, and it's just

19      like Groundhog Day with Thornton, no funding

20      source to pay for this.  And it's frightening.

21           MR. PACK:  Thank you, Ms. Lane.  Mr.
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1      Lesher.

2           MS. PRICE:  I'm not Ms. Lane again.

3      That's twice.  That is twice.

4           MR. PACK:  You mentioned Ms. Lane and you

5      were going on and on.  So Ms. Price.

6           MR. LESHER:  I'm not going to keep us out

7      any longer.  No comment.

8           MR. PACK:  Well, I will make one comment.

9      Actually I'll make two comments.  The first,

10      Mr. Lesher, your opening prayer was very

11      moving.  And your comments regarding our dear

12      friend, John Ford, were very precise.  I can't

13      say enough about John Ford.  On this Council

14      for some 12 years now and working with John and

15      several members of the Town of Easton Council,

16      John was one of those guys that never a cross

17      word.  Even when he was upset about something,

18      he had a righteousness even to the fact he may

19      have been bothered by something that was going

20      on.  Totally shocked to hear of his passing.

21      The day before I was with Mayor Wiley and Ken
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1      Kozel at a meeting and the Mayor was giving us

2      an update on John's condition and the fact that

3      he was just out recently walking the dog with

4      his dear wife Peggy.  I then came out of a

5      meeting the next day and looked down at my

6      phone and saw an e-mail from Karen Roberts, our

7      County secretary, and just could not believe

8      what I was reading.  He will be dearly missed.

9      Just a great guy to work with.  Was at his

10      retirement party last June down at the Maritime

11      Museum.  And just hard to swallow that he's

12      gone within a year of his retirement.  It

13      really is.  So I know the services are planned

14      for the 22nd of this month at the Easton

15      auditorium.  I'm sure this Council will be

16      there in force to pay our respects and likewise

17      the citizens of this Town, as well as this

18      County owe this man a great deal of respect as

19      we good-bye to him.  So that's -- those are my

20      comments.  I'll leave the other matter off for

21      the time.  The County Council's next meeting
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1      will be held on Tuesday, February 25th at --

2      beginning at 6:00 p.m.  The Council will be

3      convening in open session at 3:30 p.m. and

4      immediately adjourning into closed session to

5      discuss real estate, legal, personnel matters

6      as listed on the statement for closing that

7      meeting.  On Tuesday, February 18th the County

8      Council will be holding a work session to

9      discuss the public transportation in the

10      County.  Mr. Divilio will be chairing that up,

11      that work session.  That work session will

12      start at 4:00 p.m. and will be held at the Wye

13      Oak room located in the Community Center.

14      Therefore is there a motion to adjourn this

15      meeting.

16           MR. DIVILIO:  So moved.

17           MS. PRICE:  Second.

18           MR. PACK:  Moved by Mr. Divilio.  Second

19      by Mrs. Price.  Madam Secretary, please call

20      your roll.

21           SECRETARY:  Mr. Pack.
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1           MR. PACK:  Aye.
2           SECRETARY:  Mr. Divilio.
3           MR. DIVILIO:  Aye.
4           SECRETARY:  Mr. Callahan.
5           MR. CALLAHAN:  Aye.
6           SECRETARY:  Ms. Price.
7           MS. PRICE:  Aye.
8           SECRETARY:  Mr. Lesher.
9           MR. LESHER:  Aye.

10           SECRETARY:
11           (Meeting concluded at 10:02 p.m.)
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
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1                  STATE OF MARYLAND
2           I, David Corbin, a Notary Public in and

     for the State of Maryland, do hereby certify
3      that the within named, TALBOT COUNTY COUNCIL

     MEETING, personally appeared before me at the
4      time and place herein set according to law.
5           I further certify that the meeting was

     recorded stenographically by me and then
6      transcribed from my stenographic notes to the

     within printed matter by means of
7      computer-assisted transcription in a true and

     accurate manner.
8

          I further certify that the stipulations
9      contained herein were entered into by counsel

     in my presence.
10

          I further certify that I am not of counsel
11      to any of the parties, not an employee of

     counsel, nor related to any of the parties, nor
12      in any way interested in the outcome of this

     action.
13

          AS WITNESS my hand and Notarial Seal this
14      17th day of February, 2020, at Centerville,

     Maryland
15
16                           <%18021,Signature%>
17                          ________________________

                         David C. Corbin
18                          Notary Public
19
20

My commission expires November 13, 2023
21
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